Monday 

December 21 1998 

Britain^ newspaper 
for Europe 


The 


A * '■ ' \ 

T? , 


A; • \ V* 

v-i ‘IV >/ 




In the sport section.-'’. 
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In the G2 Media pages 


Blair promises to keep Saddam ‘in his cage’ as doubts grow over Iraq attacks 

‘We may strike again’ 


David Sharrocfc In Baghdad, 
R i cha rd Hortow-Taylor 
and Ian Blade 

RITAIN and 
the United 
States yester- 
day reserved 
the right to 
launch fresh 
attacks on 
Iraq as the two governments 
struggled to win wider inter- 
national support for a new 
policy erf con tainmen t 

Ordering the aircraft car- 
rier HMS Invincible to the 
Gulf, Tony Blair insisted that 
If Britain and the US had not 
taken action this time to keep 
Saddam Hussein “in his 
cage” their credibility would 
have been “reduced to zero”. 

With unconfirmed reports 
or thousands of Iraqis killed 
and injured in Operation 
Desert Pox and doubts about 
how much damage bad been 
done to the country’s military 
machine, the Iraqi leader 
claimed that his country had 
been victorious over the “ene- 
mies of God". 

Asked what would trigger 
action against Iraq in the 
fhture, Mr Blair said; “If he 
[Saddam] poses any threat to 
the outside world, we will act 
again.” But he acknowledged 
there was no guarantee that 
Saddam could be removed. 

In halting the strikes. Presi- 
dent Clinton said the 70-hour 
assault had severely damaged 
Iraq’s ability to build 
weapons of mass destruction. 

“We consider this a very 
successful attack at this 
point,” said the chairman of 
the US Joint chiefs of staff 
General Henry Shelton. “Our 
success goes up almost daily 
as we have a chance to make 
a more complete assessment." 

But the inspectors of the 
United Nations Special Com- 
mission fOnscom). charged 
with monitoring and destroy- 
ing Iraq's banned chemical 
and biological arsenal, seem 
unlikely to be allowed to 
resume work. Iraq’s vice- 
president, Taha Yassin Rama- 
dan, declared that Unscom’s 
mission was over. 

Madeleine Albright, the US 
secretary of state, said: “The 
inspectors have not been able 
to do their Job for the last 
eight months. We have other 
means of monitoring, and we 
reserve the right to use 
force." 
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William Cohen, the US de- 
fence secretary, said: “We are 
going to be in the region, we 
are going to maintain our mil- 
itary capability, we are going 
to continue the sanctions and 
watch to make sure that he 
doesn’t pose a threat to his 
neighbours or try to reconsti- 
tute these programmes.” 

Nizar Hamdoun, Iraq’s am- 
bassador to the UN, said the 
allied attacks had killed or 
wounded thousands of people. 
Previous reports Indicated 
that at least 42 people had 
been killed and 96 wounded. 

Intensive diplomatic activ- 
ity is now expected to build 


International support for a 
new policy of containment, 
with Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, planning to speak 
to his European Union col- 
leagues today to try to mend 
fences after resentment over 
the feet that only Britain 
acted with the US. 

Russia said yesterday that 
thA US and Britain had finally 
shown common sense by halt- 
ing the attacks while fellow 
UN Security Council mem- 
bers France and China urged 
new efforts to solve toe crisis. 

Moscow has been i ncensed 
that Washington and London 
disregarded Its views over 


Iraq and bypassed the Secu- 
rity Council, where Russia 
has the right of veto as one of . 
five permanent mem bers. 

In Paris, President Jacques 
Chirac called for a review of 
an eight-year-old interna- 
tional oil embargo on Bagh- 
dad, saying living conditions 
in Iraq had to be Improved 
urgently. 

China called for renewed 
diplomatic efforts to resolve 
the dispute between Unscom I 
and Iraq that triggered the air | 
attacks. i 

Mr Blair said Invincible 
would arrive in the Gulf in 
January, after Ra madan , the 


Muslim holy month of fast- 
ing- George Robertson, the 
Defence Secretary, described 
the move as a “very big sig- 
nal” to Saddam. 

The Prime Minister dis- 
missed suggestions that the 
timing of Operation Desert 
Pox had been linked to Presi- 
dent Clinton’s impeachment 
as "grotesque and offensive”. 

In Bag h da d , the end of the 
bombing was met' with- relief 
by ordinary people. In his 
second pre-recorded televi- 
sion messag e in three days, 
Saddam, dressed In militar y 
uniform, said the air strikes 
had rekindled the spirit of 


resistance apparent -dining 
the “Mothe r of all Ba ttles” — 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

"God wanted it to be an 
honour, dignity and glory for 
you in these days and in the 
day of judgment,” he said. 
"God will make it a disgrace, 
dishonour and a great crime 
In these days and in the day of 
Judgment to those enemies of 
God and humanity who com- 
mitted it” 

Under UN resolutions, toe- 
economic sanctions imposed 
after Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait cannot be lifted until 
Unscom certifies that Iraq Is 
free of aQ nuclear, chemical 


and biological weapons and 
long-range missiles. How that 
is to be done without Unscom 

re mains nwang werpH. 

The Pentagon said 425 
Tomahawk cruise missiles 
were fired during the cam- 
paign — more than the num- 
ber fired in the entire five- 
week Gulf war to evict Iraq 
from Kuwait Iraq says Its 
gunners shot down more than. 
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100 Tomahawks. The offen- 
sive involved 650 aircraft mis- 
sions. including 32 sorties by 
12 RAF Tornado fighter- 
bombers. 

When Mr Clinton called off 
the attack, it apparently 
caught the British by sur- 
prise. Four Tornados on their 
way to Iraq to bomb Republi- 
can Guard positions had to be 
recalled. 


Will you give Mary 
a bed this Christmas? 


Clinton aides seek last-minute deal 


White House in secret talks with 
Republicans to head off trial 


Martin Kettle and Julian 
Barger in Washington 


T HE White House 
launched a behind- 
the-scenes drive to 
save Bill Clinton's 
presidency yesterday, less 
than 24 hours after he became 
the first American president 
in 130 years to face a Senate 
Impeachment trial. 

Mr Clinton’s advisers have 
begun secret consultations 
with Senate Republicans on 
possible compromise deals, in 
which the president would be 
censured and perhaps fined, 
thus avoiding a trial which 
some experts say could last 
1 for up to six months. 

The Northern Ireland 
peacemaker Senator George 
Mitchell, a former Senate, 
majority leader, is expected to 
be called in to spearhead the 
attempt to strike a deal. 

Mr Clinton said on Satur- 
day that he intended to fight 
to remain in the White House 


until “the last hour of toe last 
day of my term” and to resist 
calls to resign in favour of 
Vice-President A1 Gore. 

As the president took his 
daughter, Chelsea, to church 
yesterday, the White House 
chief of staff John Podesta, 
said Mr Clinton would not 
step down. 

"I think if toe president 
were to resign under these 
circumstances, it would 
weaken toe presidency, it 
would weaken the constitu- 
tion. it would undermine the 
process the Founding Fathers 
put in place. It would be a bad 
thing for America,” Mr Pode- 
sta said. 

As Washington drew breath 
yesterday after four days of 
tumultuous political crisis 
amid the now suspended US 
assault on Iraq, opinion polls 
showed continued strong rat- 
ings for Mr Clinton but a rise 
in those who want him to 
resign and bring toe constitu- 
tional standoff to an end. 

An NBC poll taken on Sat- 



Presldent Clinton leaves church in Washington yesterday 
with his daughter Chelsea photographiwuim.phlfw 


urday showed Mr Clinton's 
support rose from 68 per cent 
to 72 per cent after toe House 
of Representatives passed two 
articles of Impeachment. 
Sixty-two per cent said he 
should serve out his term — 
up ll per emit from a survey 
on Tuesday. 

But a Newsweek magazine 
poll showed a rise to 44 per 
cent of those wanting Mr 
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Clinton to resign. Other polls 
showed fewer people backing 
resignation. This is one indi- 
cator the White House is 
w atching closely, anxious to 
prevent calls for the president 
to step down from snowball- 
ing within the apparently still 
loyal Democratic Party. 

There were eariy hints that 
some Republicans shared the 
White House aim of averting 


UKnews 


a long and humiliating trial 
which would lock up Con 
gress, presidency and su- 
preme court business. 

“There has to be some con 1 
side rati on to what you do that 
is the best under the circum- 
stances to resolve this matter 
In the best interests of the 
country." Orfin Hatch, toe 
Senate judiciary committee 
chairman and a senior Repub- 
lican, said yesterday. 

Mr Hatch called on the Sen- 
ate majority leader. Trent 
Lott to conduct a private 
straw poll of senators to see 
whether Mr Clinton is likely 
to be convicted. ' 

Mr Lott is personally in 
Savour erf convicting Mr CUn- 
ton. but the White House be 
lieves that his statement 
leaves room for the Senate to 
vote to end the trial. “Hie 
timing will depend greatly on : 
the president and his law- 
yers,” Mr Lott said afier the i 
House vote. i 

The two articles of im- 
peachment cover perjury in 
the president’s August 17 tes 
timony to the federal grand 
jury investigating the Monica 
Lewinsky affair, ami obstruc 
Uon of justice. 


The message from the 
White House, however, is that 
the president's men are up for 
a deal on Capitol Hill along 
the lines of toe bipartisan 
“censure pins” motion pro-, 
posed last week by the former 
Republican presidential can - 1 
didate Bob Dole. 

‘The lawyers are beginning 
to look toward fhe next 
stage.” a White House official 
said yesterday. “We believe 
some bipartisan sedation can 
and should be found.” 

The events In toe House on 
Saturday left the Republican 
Party stunned at the loss of 
Us second Speaker In less 
than two months. The abode 

resignation of toe Speaker- 
elect, Bob Livingston, only 
weeks after he forced his pre- 
decessor Newt Gingrich to 
quit, left the Illinois congress- 
man Dennis Has tort as to** 
front-runner for toe post 

Meanwhile, Larry Flynt, 
toe publisher whose investi- 
gations into congressional sex 
lives forced Mr Livingston to 
give op toe post erf Speaker, 
has threatened to release de- 
tails on up to a dozen other 
Republicans before Congress 
reconvenes in January. 
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At 1 6, Mary ran away from a life of abuse. Today 
she is homeless. Could you sleep easy on Christmas 
Eve knowing she was shivering in a bus shelter? 

You can help keep Mary, and thousands of vulnerable 
people fike her, safe and warm over Christmas. With 
£25 from you. Crisis can provide a warm bed, hot 
meals, dean dothes and someone to talk to at one 
of our shelters. 

As the days count down to Christmas, nearly 10,000 
hom eles s people are counting on Crisis. We're counting 
on you. Our service depends on public donations. So 
please send your £25 today — in time to help us buy 
toe betofing, food and dothes we need to brmg Mai 7 
in from toe cold. 
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Iraq: After the missiles 



A Tornado pilot displays the campaign’s fin Insignia. Testeaxlay^dlots fell: relief that it was aver photograph; Stephanie mcgb-iee 


Caged, but for how long? 


GOALS: The US and Britain 
claimed success, but questions 
remain about how to ‘contain’ 
Saddam and how much he is 
damaged, writes Ian Black 


A S Britain and 
America 
claimed success 
for the military 
goals or Opera- 
tion Desert Fas 
yesterday and set out a new 
strategy or “containment” for 
Iraq, many tough questions 
remained unanswered. 

The Qrst Is how will Sad- 
dam Hussein, still alive and 
as vocal as ever, be con- 
tained? There are echoes here 
of earlier attempts at contain- 
ment — it has, after all, been 
the declared goal of the US 
and Britain since the Gulf 
war ended Inconclusively in 
March 1991 with the libera- 
tion of Kuwait but witb the 
Iraqi dictator, shaken by 
bloody rebellions of Kurds 
and Shi'ites, still in power. 


The key differences now 
are that the Inspectors of the 
United Nations Special Com- 
mission (Unscom) — con- 
demned as spies by Baghdad 
— are highly unlikely to go 
back; and that international 
determination to keep Sad- 
dam "in his cage" is looking 
shakier than ever before. 

New means will have to be 
found to monitor what 
remains of Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction, tbougb 
aerial and satellite surveil- 
lance is unlikely to be more 
effective than an on-the- 
ground hunt for incriminat- 
ing procurement documents 
and easily concealed flasks of 
germ warfare agents. 

How extensively Saddam's 
regime and capabilities 'have 
been damaged is another im- 


portant question: even exten- 
sive damage could leave the 
Iraqi leader able within 
months and perhaps weeks 
— of again threatening his 
neighbours with chemical 
and biological weapons. 

And despite intensive tar- 
geting of his elite security 
units and unconfirmed 
reports of summary execu- 
tions of mutinous officers. It 
does not automatically trans- 
late into a sig n i fi cant weaken- 
ing of what Tony Blair called 
this "highly centralised and 
repressive regime”. 

The Anglo-American camp 
will now have to seek support 
for maintainin g the UN sanc- 
tions imposed in 1990. Russia 
and France, furious at not 
being consulted about Desert 
Fox and opposed to any mili- 
tary action, have long been 
working to ease those sanc- 
tions and at the very least to 
show Baghdad "some light at 
the end of the tunnel". It will 
clearly not be easy to per- 
suade them to sign up to 
tighter enforcement 

Boris Yeltsin, the Russian 
president, gave a clear sign of 
bis mood yesterday when he 


insisted it was "absolutely 
dear that the use of force has 
only complicated solving the 
Iraq problem." ... 

And in Paris, .Jacques 
Chirac called for a review of 
the eight-year oil embargo, 
which has starved and impov- 
erished millions of ordinary 
Iraqis while a brutal regime 
has creamed off UN-approved 
sales to live in luxury. 

Attitudes like these will 
take some overcoming, as 
Michael Howard, the shadow 


foreign secretary, argued yes- 
terday in-responding to Mr 
•Hair’s presentation. 

. . "He raiiwifrir a more inten- 
sive enforcement of sanctions 
but how is that any aasier 
today than it was a week 
ago?” Mr Howard asked. “He 
spoke of a new diplomatic 
consensus, but the absence of 
that consensus over the last 
few days does not bode well 
for the future.” 

Faced witb this reality, dip- 
lomatic activity will he in- 



Even extensive 
damage could 
leave Saddam 
able within 
weeks of 
threatening his 
neighbours 
with chemical 
weapons 


tense in the earning days. 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, started with a call to 
Madeleine Albright, his 
American counterpart — red- 
ing Grom the Clinton impeach- 
ment drama but also claiming 


success in keeping Saddam 
“in his box”. More strikingly, 
Mr Cook spoke too to Kamal 
Kharrazi, Iran’s foreign min- 
ister and chairman of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference. 

Iran has spoken out force- 
fully against unilateral Amer- 
ican -British action, but its 
hostility to Iraq (despite co- 
vert cooperation in sanctions- 
b Listing) an d regio nal influ- 
ence could be useful in trying 
to unite Muslim and Arab 
states behind containment. 

Securing agreement for 
more sales of oil to buy hu- 
manitarian supplies and 
relieve the suffering of the 
Iraqi people will be a key part 
Of this rtlplnmatip rgmp ni g n 

After angry demonstrations 
from Morocco to. Syria and 
charges of double standards 
in the light of renewed stale- 
mate in the Israeli-Palestm- 
ian peace process, threats of 


anti-western terrorist attacks 
will have to be .taken 
seriously. 

US and British diplomats 
ray that whatever their pub- 
lic stance, Arab Gulf states 
privately want a tough policy 
towards Baghdad. But it 
seems unlikely that their sup- 
port will be any more forth- 
coming if the US and Britain 
again insist that UN resolu- 
tions allow them to attack 
without warning. . 

Russia's call for a return to 
the security council suggests 
along haul to achieve consen- 
sus even among the veto- 
wielding Big Five after their 
tenure to consult last week 
following the damning report 
on Iraqi obstruction by Uns- 
eam chief Richard Butler. 

Yesterday's statements in 
Washing ton and London em- 
phasised support for the Iraqi 
opposition, but In neither cap- 
ital was there the explicit 
backing for a long-term, com- 
prehensive strategy of regime 
destabilisation that exile 
groups are demanding. 

Conscripts in the Iraqi 
army will have noticed that 
they were not bombed while 


Republican Guard units were. 
But there is no sign that the 
US and Britain are ready to 
pay the diplomatic and mili- 
tary price erf enforcing a “no- 
drive" zone that would 
restrict Iraqi armour to the 
Baghdad area — and encour- 
age insurrection elsewhere. 

"There will be a. deepening 
problem in the Arab world if 
our campaign does not end in 
a significantly chastened and 
punished regime In Bagh- 
dad.” warned Robert Satloff 
of the Washington Institute 
for Near Bast Policy. 

"We have no doctrine, no 
ground rules,” said security 
expert Anthony Cordesman. 
“We have not set out what 
we’re doing beyond degrade, 
we haven't defined what suc- 
cess Ls. One of our problems is 
that we're so self-obsessed 
that we have not dealt with 
the rest of the world.” 

Desert Fox is over, but the 
story of containing Iraq con- 
tinues. Whatever else hap- 
pens in the coming mon t hs, it 
is a fair bet that Saturday 
night will not he the last time 
air raid sirens are heard wail- 
ing in the streets of Baghdad. 


Key questions still unanswered 


THE RAIDS: Britain and US 
hail success, but remain vague 
about how much damage done 
to Saddam’s war machine, says 

Richard Norton-Taylor 



RITISH and US offi- 
cials yesterday 
| hailed four nights of 
’air strikes by more 
than -100 cruise missiles and 
200 bombers on nearly 100 tar- 
gets as a success, but were 
vague about the extent of the 
damage caused by the mas- 
sive military action. 

Two key questions about 
Operation Desert Fox 
remained last nigh! after a 
string of ministerial press 
conferences and interviews: 
how much damage was done 
to Saddam's war machine and 
ability to maintain internal 
repression, and how quickly 
can he repair it? 

William Cohen, the US de- 
fence secretary, acknowl- 
edged that some of the targets 
hit could be rebuilt in a year. 
Pentagon analysts have esti- 
mated less than serious dam- 
age to about 70 per cent or the 
97 targets hit over the four 
nights of attacks. 

Tony Blair said yesterday 
that targets included 27 air 
defence systems, 20 com- 
mand. control and communi- 
cations centres. 10 bases of 
the elite Republican Guard, 
and 30 sites involved in mak- 
ing weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. They included a facility 
to build unmanned aircraft 


said to be designed for drop 
ping anthrax — what General 
Sir Charles Guthrie, chief of 
the defence staff, called “the 
anthrax air force” and 
“drones of death". The bomb- 
ing raids had set back Sad- 
dam's capacity to deliver 
these "terrible weapons” by 
missile or drones by several 
years, he said. 

Sir Charles said It would 
take Saddam years to “re- 
create an air defence net- 
work” while Mr Blair insisted 
that the operation had shown 
the people of Iraq "that we 
can strike hard against bis 
privileged Republican Guard, 
key props for his regime and 
its military' capability". Iraq's 
conscript army, he empha- 
sised. was not targeted. 

In a reference to the Repub- 
lican Guard, Mr Blair said 
Britain and the US had sent 
"a very strong signal to [Sad- 
dam’s] top echelons of repres- 
sion . . . They now know they 
are the first In line." 

A Republican Guard bar- 
racks in Tikrit, Saddam's 
family and clan base 100 miles 
north of Baghdad, was at- 
tacked and a video clip pro- 
duced by the Ministry of De- 
fence showed RAF Tornados 
hitting a Republican Guard 
base in southern Iraq. 


Sir Charles said there was 
evidence that Saddam had 
tried to disperse guard de- 
tachments "but he miscalcu- 
lated". He added: “The plan 
was in effect very simple. Just 
as a car is made useless with 
the engine electronics 
removed, so Saddam's mili- 
tary machine cannot function 
without a few key elements." 

A Pentagon photograph 
showed a Republican Guard 
barracks in north-west Iraq 
severely damaged by 5001b 
bombs from a B-l bomber. 
Journalists staying at the 
Rashid hotel in downtown 
Baghdad saw missiles hit 
areas containing headquar- 
ters or the special security 
services and the command 
centre of the paramilitary 
Popular Army. They said the 
headquarters of the Military 
Industrial Corporation, 
which runs Iraq's factories, 
bad been gutted The area 
around Saddam's biggest pal- 
ace was hit but his where- 


abouts were not known at the 
time. Other targets they listed 
included the headquarters of 
the ruling Baath Party, and 
al-Mustansiriya University. 

Iraqi officials reported 
damage to what they consider 
civilian facilities, such as a 
house belonging to Saddam's 
daughter Hala. Reports said 
the house had been destroyed, 
but no one was hurt 

Officials said many facili- 
ties hit were being monitored 
by UN arms inspectors to pre- 
vent renewal of weapons pro- 
duction. One such target was 
the Nida heavy machinery 
factory south of Baghdad 

Mr Cohen said: “From the 
beginning of this operation, 
we've been careflil to set real- 
istic goals. We've also been 
careful not to either overstate 
or exaggerate the results as 
intelligence analysts study 
the very preliminary data.” 

Responding to criticism 

tha t the raids had fnilari in 
their objectives, Mr Cohen 



‘Just as a car is 
useless with 
the electronics 
removed, Iraq’s 
war machine 
cannot function 
without a few 
key elements’ 
SirCharies 
Guthrie (left) 


said: “Some have character- 
ised moderate damage as 
somehow being less than suc- 
cessful [but] when we make 
these preliminary assess- 
ments, what looks either to he 
light or moderate cannot be 
calibrated In terms of a nor- 
mal understanding." 

Independent analysts point 
out that it is particularly diffi- 
cult to destroy Iraq's chemi- 
cal and biological warfare ca- 
pability since it Is easy for 
Saddam to hidp both the sub- 
stances and information on 
how to manufacture them, 
some erf which is held on com- 
puter disks. 

Mr Blair yesterday rejected 
the argument that the o nly 

course of action should be to 
depose Saddam — only thou- 
sands of ground troops could 
guarantee that That, he said, 
would be disproportionate. 
He added: “But just because 
we can't get In the cage and 
strike him down. It doesn’t 
mean we should leave the 
cage untouched and the bars 
too fragile to hold him. What 
we have done is to put him 
back firmly In the cage and 
secure it" 

The Prime Minister justi- 
fied the military action by 
referring to "a new global 
reality. If those who abuse 
force to wage war are not con- 
fronted by those willing to 
use force to maintain peace, 
war becomes more likely." 

The cost of Operation De- 
sert Fox in cruise missiles 
alone is about £187 minion. 
The RAP’s attacks on Iraq 
cost Britain £25 million. Paul 
Beaver of Janes Defence 
Weekly estimated yesterday. 


Bank of Scotland 
Branches Variable Rate 
Mortgages are 
decreasing from 
4th January 1999. 


The new rates are: 

Home Loan Rate 7.69% per annum. 

Premier Flexi Mortgage Rate 7.19% per annum. 

For existing customers this rate, will apply from the first 
payment date on or after 4th January 1 999. 

For mortgages provided by Banking Direct, a Division of 
Bank of Scotland the following rate will apply from 4th January 
1999 for both new and existing customers. 

Banking Direct Mortgage 

Rate (Variable) 7.69% per annum. 

Head Office: The Mound, Edinburgh EHi iYZ 


& BANKOF SCOTLAND ,vf}-U*ui/cr lift 


The logo. Bank of Scotland and a friend- far He are registered trademarks of theGwemor and Company of die 
Bank of Scotland.' 
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.The CuawBan Monday Deremwyt iqqo 


Iraq: After the missiles 


Some of those now 
serving as Labour 
ministers had protested 
duringthefirstGulf war 
in 1991 



A man surveys missile damage near Baghdad’s labour and social affairs ministry yesterday, while in central Baghdad (right), life goes on as normal after the announcement that the bombing is over phot.x^ath;. uwm i.ahip ncit> j»d nun re jcnq 

Peace, but little comfort or joy 


BAGHDAD: Despite a ceasefire, 
David Shairockfinds little 
evidence of seasonal cheer 
among members of the city’s 
shrinking Christian community 


I T WILL be a peaceful 
Christmas after all in 
Baghdad. At least that is 
what the Syrian Catholic 
congregation of the Ca- 
thedral of Our Lady of 
Deliverance were praying for 
yesterday as they gathered 
for Sunday mass. 

Only a few hours earlier the 
newly impeached President 
Bill Clinton and Tony Blair 
had announced that their 
bombing mission had been 
successfully completed: Sad- 
dam's capability to threaten 
his neighbours had been use- 
fully “degraded' - . 

Just a few hours before the 
ceasefire announcement the 
last cruise missiles to foil on 
Baghdad had blamed across 


the sky for the fourth and 
final n ig ht . One of the mis- 
siles ha d come to earth with- 
out detonating; nevertheless 
causing substantial 
to grounds belonging to the 
Minis try of Labour and Social 
Affairs in the university dis- 
trict Three guards were in- 
jured, according to officials. 

Delighted to have some 
proof that the fomed accuracy 
of these “smart weapons" was 
either a myth or that their 
Western persecutors were de- 
liberately targeting Innocent 
civilians, the Ministry of In- 
formation rapidly or^tnised a 
press convoy which, hurtling 
through the blackout condi- 
tions, doubtless sent US 
tracker satellites monitoring 


unusual activity in Bag h dad 
Into a lather. An enormous 
day bole, a mined gatehouse 
and two trashed cars were' all 
the evidence that the druise 
had gone a stray . I found what 
appeared to be a wing fin tip 
with a serial number printed 
on it The heavy metal stump 
stank of cordite. 

Flailing around in the dark- 
ness and mud, several TV 
crews were reprimanded 
when they began turning 
their lights away from the 
wreckage to what lay beyond: 
a mural of Saddam with a lit- 
tle girl In a ballgown on his 
knee. Locals said we were 
within metres of a military 
academy for senior ranking 
army officers — Iraq's equiv- 
alent of Sandhurst 

The last bombardment took 
place shortly after 9.30pm an 
Saturday. But the uncertainty 
of what else lay in store and 
the first night of Ramadan, 
the Muslim holy month, 
meant that the city was slow 
to wake up to the news of the 
ceasefire yesterday morning. 

Mtmzer Kazanchi, a Chris- 


tian Arab, had been listening 
intently to the BBC World 
Service all night. Although 
the news wasgood, his family 
had stfiXchosen to stay home 
this morning instead of ac- 
companying him to church. 

Of Baghdad's estimated 
250,000 Syrian Catholics, 
some 200 were gathered in 
their modem cathedral for 
the last Sunday before Christ- 
mas Day. It Should have been 
a Joyful morning but the mass 
was dedicated to Mr Kazan- 
chi's cousin, Fuad Nakasha, 
who died three days earlier of 
a heart attack. 

After a sombre service, the 
congregation of smartly 
dressed elderly men and 
women, with a few children, 
spilled, out of the cathedral 
and chatted briefly with one 
another in front of a grotto 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary 
— a striking monument in a 
Muslim nation where the 

onl y* fmagp gjvGU Sp* 

proval is that of Saddam. 

Mr Kazanchi and other rel- 
atives were in no doubt that it 
was the overnight bombing 



‘Can you tell me 
what these 
bombs have 
achieved? Has 
anything 
changed? Only 
our suffering 
has increased, 
nothing else’ 

Baghdad woman 


raids that had caused Fuad's 
heart to fafl. “He was in per- 
fect health, a civil engineer 
with a wife and children to 
support'' said Mr Kazanchi. 

Another cousin of the dead 
man. 28-year-old Ra'ad Naka- 
sha, said: “He was only 60 and 
was a good and active man 
but the bombs really upset 
him. He just woke up one 
morning, had breakfast and 
then suddenly we lost him.’* 


Critics’ cruise missiles targeted on Blair 


BRITAIN: Prime Minister has 
lacked wholehearted support^ 
for war, says Ewen MacAsklll 


DNY BLAIR spent a lot 
of time yesterday an- 
_ swering questions from 
the media 'on the brief Iraqi 
■war. He had a lot of persuad- 
ing to -do and will have a lot 
more in. the weeks ahead. ' 
WAT this turn out to have 
been a good war for Mr Blair, 
a necessary operation to curb 
an evil dictator? Or will it be 
seen as over-hasty and ill- 
judged, a pointless action? In 
the worst scenario, will Mr 
uiair be perceived as having 
acted at the behest of the US, 


to help a president in trouble 
at home? 

Polls may show , the Prime 
Minister has taken the public 
with him, even though there 
seems to have been little en- 
thusiasm for this war, other 

than the discordant jingoism 

in the Sun. But the Labour 
Party is another matter. 

Although Tam Dalyell, 
Tony Benn and George Gallo- 
way were in a distinct minor- 
ity when the war was debated 
in the Commons, their quea- 
siness about the bombing of 


Iraq was shared by many of 
their colleagues. Some of 
those now serving as minis- 
ters had protested during the 
first Gulf war in 1991 and 
there Is no reason to believe 
they have changed their 
minds. Anecdotal evidence 
also suggests doubts among 
party activists. 

The Prime Minister has 
opened, himself up,, for the 
firet time in a long time, to 
criticisms from the Tories 
that are finding their mark. 
The shadow Home Secretary, 
Michael Howard, yesterday 
called for a dear strategy and 
challenged Mr Blair’s asser- 
tions on sanctions, nuclear in- 
spectors and budding a diplo- 
matic consensus. 

Mr wiair, at his press con- 


ference. Insisted the short 
campaign had been “the right 
course and a just cause" be- 
cause, without it, Saddam 
Hussein would have built up 
his weapons and terrorised 
the region. 

On the debit side, the Prime 
Minister will have to live for 
weeks and months with the 
suspicion that he acted too 
readily to please President 
Clinton. 

Throughout this brief 
action, Mr Blair and his min- 
isters have never looked en- 
tirely comfortable. 

That Is partly because the 
Labour Party’s history has a 
strain of pacificism r unning 
through it. When Mr Blair 
spoke of "degrading" Sad- 
dam’s military machine it 


not sound right coming (horn 
a Labour prime minister. 

Another part of Labour his- 
tory is a commitment to inter- 
national law and the United 
Nations, and yet Britain has 
operated with the US without 
clear UN support. 

In four days Mr Blair lost 
the image of working closer 
with other European 
countries that he has spent 18 
months cultivating. 

When dealing with the 
Northern Ireland peace pro- 
cess, Mr Blair appeared confi- 
dent and had the whole- 
hearted support of his party, 
the public and the world. 
There Is not the same confi- 
dence or support for this 
action, and it seems beaded 
for the deficit column. 


The profile of Baghdad's 
small Christian c omm u ni ty 
fitted Ra'ad like a glove: 
highly educated, relatively 
wealthy and emigrating. He 
said be hoped to join his 
brother soon in New Zealand, 
but when asked why he 


wanted to leave abruptly 
made his apologies and left. 

A middle-aged woman, after 
being assured that her name 
would not be printed, took me 
to one side and admitted that 
the Christian community was 
shrinking fast. “Those who 
can get out are doing so. 1 
want my children to go too. 
but I will stay. 1 am too old to 
begin again.” she said 

“But I have a question also 
for you. Can you tell me what 
these bombs have achieved? 
Has anything changed be- 
tween now and before last 
week? Only our suffering has 
increased, nothing else.” 

Mr Kazanchi said the air 
strikes had cast a shadow 
over their Christmas celebra- 
tions. His wife would cook a 
turkey stuffed with rice and 
lamb and he would buy gifts 
for his daughter and son. Bui 
their friends from Jordan, 
who had arrived to spend the 


Christmas season with them 
a week earlier, had returned 
home when the bombs began 
to Lill and so they felt very 
sad and alone. 

The priest. Monslgnor 
Rafael Kulrimy, turned to 
speak. “These are very' sad 
days. The Americans have 
bombed us for nothing. We 
don't understand why. It's 
the Iraqi people who decide if 
they w;ini Saddam ns their 
president. We ask the Ameri- 
cans to leave us in pence. Per- 
Imps people abroad do not 
understand that.” 

Liter, as life in Baghdad 
resumed its familiar routines 
and tlu* nty air was once 
more choked with fumes from 
tlie heavy traffic, Saddiim ap- 
peared on television for [he 
second time in three days. 
Invoking God's name, he con- 
gratulated his people for their 
successful resistance. "God is 
great.” was his message 


US and Britain brace for terrorist reprisals 

SECURITY: Americans at home 
and abroad are oh high alert, 
writes. Mark Tran in New York 


N OW that the air strikes 
have been called oft the 
focus for British and US 
Intelligence officers will 

switch to a new target how to 

prevent Iraq and its friends 
from taking retaliatory 
terrorist action. - 
The Australian government 
yesterday confirmed that one 
of its citizens, the chief United 
Nations weapons inspector 
Richard Butler, had. received 
death threats after issuing toe 

report that prompted the 
bombing of Iraq - 


Mr Butler arrived at the UN 
In New York last week with a 
police escort The security 
detail was one of several pre- 
cautionary measures as the 
US braces itsdf.&r attacks 
from Muslim extremists. 

Last week it dosed 38 em- 
bassies in Africa for at least 
two days against possible 
reprisals. The secretary of 
'state, Madeleine Albright, 
said, the administration took 
♦tils highly unusual step -on 
Thursday and. Friday “lo- 
calise we are concerned about 


general threats and the 
heightened situation”. 

The state department yes- 
to-day said no decision had 
been taken about their 
reopening this week. 

“A number of African posts 
have received threats In 
recent weeks and our caution 
Is ftilly justified,” a state de- 
partment official said. 

The embassies were dosed, 
in part, to avoid a repetition 
of the US embassy bombings 
in Kenya and Tanzania in 
August that killed more than 
220 people. Including 12 
Americans. 

After the attacks. President 
ointnn ordered cruise missile 
strikes at a chemicals factory 
in Sudan and camps in Afghan- 
istan run by foe Saudi .Osama 


bin Tjufen, the FBTs most 
wanted international terrorist 

Even before the bombing of 
Iraq, US intelligence officials 
warned they had evidence 
that Bln Laden might be plan- 
ning an attack on Washington 
or New York in retaliation for 
the US raid on his Afghan 
camp. 

- In a coup for the US, a sus- 
pected top aide of Bin Laden 
was yesterday turned over to 
US officials in Germany for ex- 
tradition, Mamdouh Mahmud 
ftattm was taken to Munich air- 
port and placed on a flight to 
the US, a Bavarian justice min- 
istry spokesman. Gerhard 

Zieri, said. 

The US is concerned not 
only about terrorist attacks 
but more generalised anger in 


the Arab world that may en- 
gulf Americans. The state de- 
partment has issued a world- 
wide warning to Americans 
to take precautions abroad. 

In Morocco yesterday tens 
of thousands of demonstra- 
tors protested in the capital 
Rabat against the strikes on 
Iraq. Shouting “America, 
enemy of the people", they 
burned US and British fla gs 

In New York hundreds of 
extra police, and security 
guards blanketed airports, 
bus and train stations, federal 
bondings and tourist areas. 

The police commissioner, 
Howard Safir, said the city 
was on high alert. “We al- 
ways assume the worst poss- 
ible case and take the precau- 
tions necessary,” he said. 


Mortgages 

NOTICE OF INTEREST RATE VARIATION" 

The following interest rates for mortgages 
provided by Banking Direct, a Division of Bank of 
Scotland, will apply with effect from *Jth January 
1999 for both new and existing borrowers. 

Banking Direct Mortgage Rate 
(Variable) 7.69% per annum. 

Centrebank Mortgage Rate 
(Variable) 7-69% per annum. 

Stabilised Charging Rate 
7.99% per annum. 

Adaptable Mortgage Plan Charging 
Rate 7.85% per annum. 

Banking Direct Mortgage Rate Plus 
(Variable) 8.19% per annum. 

Centrebank Mortgage Rate Plus 
(Variable) 8.19% per annum. 

Home Loan Rate 
7.69% per annum. 
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President impeached 


They chatted and 
gossiped, leisurely running 
their swipe cards through 
the voting machines 



President Clinton and his wife, HUlary, tightly clasping hands at the White House while presenting confident faces to the world. He was about to address the oatkm following die House (^Representatives' Impeachment vote photographs: rex bannsi 

Calculating Clinton’s chances 


THE JURY: In the labyrinth of 
Senate politics, hopes of a 
censure deal hover. Martin 
Kettle reports on the rules, 
procedures and haggling that 
will frame the president’s trial 


N January 6, 
100 state sena- 
tors — a major- 
ity of them Bill 
Clinton's politi- 
cal foes will 
take their seats In the wood- 
panelled chamber on Capitol 
Hill and inaugurate the first 
trial this century of an im- 
peached American president 
The fact that proceedings 
are expected to last between 
three to six months is concen- 
trating the minds of the sena- 
tors who will be required to 
sit at their desks for each 
day's hearings. 

It is not just the bum-numb- 
ing qualities of the seats that 
are causing concern among 


the 55 Republicans and 45 
Democrats. It is also the un- 
comfortable but inescapable 
fiict that they now control die 
president's fate. 

The Senate — which con- 
sists of two elected members 
from each state — is the sole 
arbiter of Mr Clinton’s 
future, now that the lower 
House of Representatives has 
handed up the charges of per- 
jury and obstruction of 
justice. 

Mr Clinton, however, is de- 
termined that there will not 
be a trial, and his aides have 
already begun to probe the 
possibility of a compromise 
deal — under which the sen- 
ate would censure and One 


the president, leaving him 
disgraced but not dismissed. 

At present his chances of 
such a compromise look 
promising. A two-thirds ma- 
jority of 67 votes is required 
to throw Mr Clinton out of 
office, and with the Republi- 
cans co mmanding 55 votes at 
most the odds are that the 
trial will end in an acquittal 
In that case, says the White 
House, why not spare the 
nation the long spectacle and 
agree a quicker and more dig- 
nified third way? 

Many political realists in 
both parties agree, including 
the man Mr Clinton beat for 
the presidency in 1996, for- 
mer senator Bob Dole. So 
does former Republican pres- 
ident Gerald Ford. Some of 
today’s senators have sig- 
nalled they are in the market 
for a compromise too. 

But, as tbe events of the 
past three months have 
shown, it is one thing to wish 
for a compromise deal and a 
very different thing to get 
one. Though the conservative 
Republicans who dominate 
the party are hostile to a com- 


promise, the White House 
has also fluffed a number of 
chances to make a deal too. 

Many Republicans, includ- 
ing the Senate majority 
leader Trent Lott, privately 
hope that Mr Clinton can be 
forced to resi&L Hopes and 
fears that public opinion will 
turn against Mr Clinton 
probably guarantees that 
there will be no quick cen- 
sure deal 

Mr Clinton’s continued de- 
fiant approach to the process 
remains a very serious prob- 
lem. On Saturday, within 
hours of becoming the first 
elected president to he im- 
peached. he again chose to 
belittle the charges against 
him, saying they related to 
“what I did wrong in my per- 
sonal life”, and blaming the 
Republicans for what the 
spin-doctors now call “the 
politics of personal 
destruction”. 

There is little doubt that 
most Americans want the po- 
litical self-laceration to stop. 
But it is an open question 
whether they really see Mr 
Clinton as part of the solu- 


tion or as part of the prob- 
lem. At the moment, just he 
tends to get the benefit of the 
doubt among Americans who 
do not see why their political 
leaders cannot give them a 
quiet life. But that may not 
continue. 

The presidential tactics 
smack of the politics of con- 
tinued self-delusion. But that 
does not mean that a com- 
promise will not happen, and 
there will be Intensive be- 
hind-the-scenes efforts to 
bring It about — perhaps in- 
volving the Northern Ireland 
peacemaker, former senator 
George Mitchell. 

The Senate will begin pre- 
trial proceedings on January 
6, with senators being sworn 
in as jurors for the trial, and 
Chief Justice William Rehn- 
quist presiding. Mr Clinton 
wOl be summoned to appear 
to answer the charges — 
though he is not expected to 
show up in person — and a 
trial date willbe set Most ob- 
servers expect a gap of about 
a month. 

This pre-trial period Is the 
time in which the real effort 



to strike a compromise deal 
will become Intense. Unlike 
in a normal trial, the sena- 
tors can at any stage choose 
to end the impeachment trial 
by a simple majority. This 
discretion could be the key to 
the solution that the Clinton 
camp is now seeking. 

To achieve that deal, how- 
ever, the White House and its 
allies must win a second Sen- 
ate numbers game. Just as 
the the 55 Republicans will 
need at least 12 Democrats in 
order to convict Mr Clinton, 
so tbe 45 Democrats will 
need at least six Republicans 
to secure tbe simple majority 
to bring the trial to an end. 

Once it starts, the trial 
must take precedence over 
all other congressional busi- 
ness. That means the Senate 
sitting every working day 
until the process is complete. 
In practice, that will see sen- 
ators sitting every morning 
to deal with legislative and 
political business, then go- 
ing into trial mode from late 
morning onwards. 

The trial will follow ad- 
versarial rules. The case will 


be presented by the trial 
“managers", who will make 
the prosecution case. These 
managers, who were ap- 
pointed by the House on Sat- 
urday after the Impeachment 
votes, consist of a group of 
Republican members of the 
House judiciary committee, 
headed by Congressman 
Henry Hyde, the committee 
c hairman. They will be as- 
sisted by the committee's 
lawyers, headed by David 
Schippers, and others ap- 
pointed by them. 

Mr Clinton will be repre- 
sented by a team of lawyers, 
probably including the White 
House senior counsel Charles 
Ruff and special counsel Greg 
Craig, as well as Mr Clinton’s 
private lawyers, David Ken- 
dall and Nicole Seligman. 

As in any other trial, wit- 
nesses can be called, so there 
is every likelihood of the 
principals in the Starr Report 
being asked to testify. Mon- 
ica Lewinsky would obvi- 
ously be the most eagerly 
awaited witness, but all the 
other familiar figures will 
get their day. i 


If senators want to partici- 
pate, except as jurors, they 
must ask a written question 
through the presiding judge. 

The involvement of the 
Chief Justice will .result In 
the Supreme Court’s busi- 
ness, as well as that of the 
Senate, being disrupted by 
the trial. 

When the trial has fin- 
ished, Senate will then go 
Into closed session to con- 
sider its verdict Then, and 
only then, can the senators 
express their views, in short 
speeches limited to 15 min- 
utes each. 

The clerk of the senate will 
read out the name of each 
senator, who will answer 
“convict” or ‘'acquit”. 

Conviction automatically 
means dismissal and the Sen- 
ate’s only discretion on con- 
viction Is whether to impose 
the additional penalty of bar- 
ring the president from hold- 
ing public office again. 

Given Mr Clinton's relative 
youth — he will be 55 when 
he leaves the White House; 
even If he is not convicted — 
this 1s a sentence with teeth. 
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History made with 
solemnity and farce 


THE VOTE: Few in the House 
were even paying attention 
when the fateful moment came, 
reports Jonathan Freedland 


H istory, when it 
comes, does not al- 
ways know how to 
behave. It doesn't al- 
ways sit up straight; some- 
times It forgets to bow Its 
head in reverence for the 
moment. It falls to remember 
the future generations who 
will look back and Judge. 

So it was when the 435 
members of the US House of 
Representatives cast the vote 
that will etch their own 
place in history. They did 
not give the chroniclers of 
the tUture the archive pic- 
tures they will expect — 
sombre rows of men and 
women, their shoulders 
heavy with responsibility, 
silently resolving to impeach 
the President of the United 
States for only the second 
time in that nation's history. 

Instead they milled 
around, chatted and gos- 
siped, leisurely running 
their swipe-cards through 
the electronic voting ma- 
chines that tallied up their 
votes on two scoreboards. 

The House did not sit as 
one, on the edge of its seat, 
waiting for the fateful mo- 
ment which would make Bill 
Clinton the first impeached 
president since Andrew 
Johnson in 1868, a figure 
more disgraced even than 
Richard Nixon. When that 
moment came, at 1.20pm on 
Saturday, and the column 
marked “Yea” reached the 
winning post of 218 votes, 
Tew on the Door were paying 
attention. It fell to the his- 
tory conscious press gallery 
to point at the board and to 
pause at what they had 
witnessed. 

Maybe it was all too much. 


For Saturday was a day of 
drama overdose, coming at 
tbe end of a too-dramatlc 
week. Tbe Representatives 
were exhausted from five 
days of late-night debates, se- 
curity briefings on the Gulf 
and the party caucuses 
which had rocked with 
dramas of their own. The 
result was an impeachment 
session that veered from the 
focused to the confused, from 
the solemn to the farcicaL 
"A disaster movie scripted 
by the Marx Brothers,” 
quipped Democrat Barney 
Frank. 

Within minutes came a 
twist that threatened to over- 
shadow even the monumen- 
tal business before the 
House. Republican Bob Liv- 
ingston of Louisiana, des- 
tined to be the new Speaker, 
stepped forward and called 
on President Clinton to 
resign. 

“No. you resign!” bellowed 
a chorus of Democrats, 
shocking a chamber less 
prone to such parliamentary 
barracking than our own 
House of Commons. More 
swiftly than any of them 
could have anticipated. Mfr 
Livingston obliged. 

First, he apologised for his 
own record of serial adul- 
tery, which he had been 
forced to confess on Thurs- 
day. Then, “I must set the ex- 
ample that I hope President 
Clinton will follow. 1 will not 
stand for Speaker. . .” 

The oxygen sucked out of 
the chamber, a ghostly 
silence descended. The 
American system of democ- 
racy is not like our own; par- 
liamentary resignations are 
rare, especially ones which 


come as a genuine surprise. 
There had been no leak, no 
speculation. 

Falteringly, the House 
recovered and continued the 
debate which had consumed 
12 hours the previous day. 
The speeches were never 
longer than five minutes, 
some just 90 seconds, many 
of them repetitive and gratu- 
itous, members addressing 
not the House, but the TV au- 
dience in their own districts 
back home. 

Republicans Insisted that 
they were not punishing sex, 
but perjury. At stake was the 
rule of law, the underpin- 
ning of the US Constitution. 
Democrats pleaded for pro- 
portionality, a punishment 
that fitted President Clin- 
ton's crime. 

There were moments of 


Dick Gephardt 
delivered the 
best speech of 
his career. 
“We are on the 
brink of the 
abyss,” he 
pleaded, 
begging fora 
reprieve 


grandeur. Dick Gephardt, 
the Democrats' leader in the 
House, delivered the best 
speech of his career. “We are 
on the brink of the abyss,” 
he pleaded, begging for a 
last-minute reprieve. “The 
only way to stop this insan- 
ity is through the force of 
our own wilL” 

His own party leapt to their 
feet, offering a sustained ova- 
tion. Mr Gephardt waded 
through them, hugged by 
each In turn, his back 


slapped, his hand shaken — a 
display of that special brand 
of unity unique to the lost 
cause. He had fought the most 
valiant fight, but his own side 
knew they were beaten. 

The contrast in that mo- 
ment was clear. On one side 
of the House were the Demo- 
crats. If you blurred your 
eyes, it was an effusion of 
colour. Women dressed in 
purple, green and red; men 
with black or brown faces; 
some old, some young. The 
Republican side remained 
seated, an assembly of whey- 
faced, thin-lipped, blue-bla- 
zered men. They were sitting 
— in judgment The Demo- 
crats staged a walkout but 
with only one exit open, got 
clogged up. Once out they 
bad to troop back in again 
7Vk minutes later to vote 
against what they called a 
partisan coup d’etat. 

By then their fnry had run 
out Some slumped in their 
seats, forlornly watching the 
scoreboard. Republicans 
clustered, plotting the Liv- 
ingston succession. The 
clock ticked away the 15 
minutes of voting time. The 
Yeas mounted, the Nays 
trailed. Until the hamm er 
came down, and the acting 
Speaker announced the 
result impeachment 

There were three more 
votes, for each of the remain- 
ing articles. As soon as they 
were done, there was a stam- 
pede for the doors, like 
thieves escaping the scene of 
tbe crime. But Henry Hyde, 
the Republican judiciary 
chairman who became Bill 
Clinton's chief prosecutor, 
stayed behind, charged with 
one more task. 

He had to walk the mar- 
bled halls to the office of the 
secretary of the Senate, to 
hand over formally the 
articles of Impeachment, 
now in a leatherbound 
folder. “Here," the- gesture 
seemed to say, “you deal 
with 1L” 


Hope backs hometown boy 


LOCAL HERO: 
Michael Ellison 

traces Billy 
Blyth’s origins 
in Arkansas 

I F ONLY Billy Blyth had 
turned out more like 
Mike Huckabee then 
maybe it would never 
have come to this. In fact, 
their paths did run in 
parallel for a while: both 
come from Hope, and both 
were elected governor of 
Arkansas. There the simi- 
larities end. Mike Hucka- 
bee became a Baptist 
preacher and Billy Blyth 
became Bill Clinton. 

Hempstead county has 
plenty of Baptist preachers. 
But there Is only one BOl 
Clinton, and his story, if 
not quite log-cabin-to- 
White-House, shows It is 
still possible In the United 
States to make it to the top. 

*T still remember a place 
called Hope,” Mr Clinton 
said when the Democrats 
made him their candidate 
for president nearly seven 
years ago. The town still 
remembers him, too, even 


if he was only seven when 
he left 

This settlement of 11,000 
owes its identity to the 
president, and it takes his 
problems personally. 

Elaine Johnson lias a word 
for what the Republicans are 
doing. “It is unAmerican,” 
says the proprietor of the 
Presidential Shoppe, a name 
which almost suggests he Is 

already history. 

There are no monuments 
yet to Governor Huckabee. 
But he will have done him- 
self no harm at the week- 
end when he signed the 
death warrants of two mur- 
derers who will have a le- 
thal Injection on the same 
day — the fourth multiple 
execution in as many years 
in the Natural State. 

It was into this commu- 
nity that Billy Blyth was 
born in 1946 of a vivacious 
mnHipr and a much-mar- 
ried father, already four 
months dead in a car 
wreck. Grandparents 
looked after the child in a 
wood -frame bouse for his 
first four years. 

Then Mom Virginia mar- 
ried Roger Clinton, a used 
car dealer and runner of il- 
licit liquor, and the fhmfiy 
moved np the road to Hot 
Springs. BUI Clinton, who 


took his stepfather’s name 
at 15. has probably never 
forgotten the honk of the 
freight trains in Hope, 
founded only 128 years ago 
by a railroad pioneer. 

But if the president wants 
to jog his memory he need 
only drop into Hope Visi- 
tors’ Centre. Here/is young 
Billy Blyth in his Hopalong 
Cassidy outfit, with a class- 
mate, with stepfather 
Roger, and in a hospital bed 
after breaking a leg. 

All of a sudden the photo- 
graphs show a grown man. 
Governor Clinton, then 
President Clinton. 

“We’re ashamed of what 
happened but we’re not 
ashamed of him,” says Min- 
nie Ella Schmitt, aged 71, 
who works in the centre. *T 
voted for him every time he 
stood for anything, fife’s let 
a lot of people down but 
he's a hometown boy, we 
raised him up from when 
he was a little bitty boy. 
We’re a church -going 
bunch of people here in the 
Christian belt and I can't 
approve of his life in file 
stoning department. 

“He's always too busy 
doing other things to come 
here now. He only makes it 
for the funerals. Uncle 
Buddy was the last in ’97.” 


You are more than wel- 
come to eat in Hope at 9pm. 
except that you will be told, 
with great Southern civil- 
ity, that they’re shut. Per- 
haps a drink, then? Sorry, 
Hempstead is a dry county. 

Across the Red River in 
Fulton, Wanda Koontz, 
aged 45, stands behind the 
counter of the Bol l Weevil 
beer store. “If Hillary’s not 
hyping on it why should 
we?” she says. “The people 
that’s persecuting him, 
there’s a lot of them done 
worse.” 

Even the people who don't 
care for the president want 
him to stay. *Tm really not 
for Clinton but what he’s 
done is not worthy of im- 
peachment,” says Shelby 
Haynle. aged 48, leaning 
against a pawn shop hunt- 
ing-rifle rack. “If he goes we 
get Gore, and he’s too strict 
cm gim control.” 

Pastor Roy Parker left 
Mr Clinton out of his ser- 
mon yesterday. The con- 
gregation had heard 
enough about that. But the 
pomp from Tmiflii ! may 
have carried a message. “I 
have swept away your of- 
fences like a cloud, your 
Sins tike the morning mis t. 
Return to me, for I have 
redeemed you.” 
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Christmas appeal 


The 

Guardian’s 
Christmas 
appeal 
offers 
readers the 
chance to 
donate to 
up to eight 
charities. 
Today 
Amelia 
Gentleman 
reports on 
the work of 
Jessie’s 
Fund 



Music that eases the last 
days of dying children 

W tbing else has I The charity i ~ ^ 

the simplest I □ Jessie’s Fund is a regis- | and staff trained in basic / 

and most tered charity dedicated to techniques of music therapy. / / its W 


W HEN every- 
thing else has 
failed, one of 
the simplest 
and most 

effective ways to help termi- 
nally ill children cope with 
the prospect of death Is music. 

Everyone has the ability to 
respond to music. With its .. 
capacity to soothe, inspire and 
heal, it can transcend illness 
and disability in a way noth- 
ing else can. As specialists 
begin to appreciate its power, 
music therapy is increasingly 
being used to support dying 
children in their last weeks. 

Carers report that they 
have been able to make con- 
tact with children no longer 
able to communicate in any 
otherway. Therapists use it to 
boost the quality of the 
remaining life the children 
may have. Jessie's Fund, a 
small and relatively new char- 
ity, is working to raise money 
to bringthis therapy to chil- 
dren's hospices around the 
country. The treatment does 
not come cheap, but its bene- 
fits are startling. 

Leslie Schatzberger, the 
charity's founder, said: “Be- 
cause the re is so little lift I eft, 
the time that they have must be 
absolutely the highest quality." 

. This is a subject close to her , 
heart her own daughter, Jessie 

George, became seriously ill 
soon after her ninth birthday, i 
“At first the doctors thought it 
might be just an ear infection — 
but she continued to feel dizzy 
and then started to see double. 
She was diagnosed with a brain 
stem tumour in December 
1993," she says. “We knew 
there was an Incredibly small 
chance of her survival." 

The family decided to raise 
money -to send her for treat- 
ment in America. But she was 
never well enough toga and 
five months later she died 
With some £12,000 already 
raised for the trip to America; 
Jessie’s parents, both profes- 
sional musicians, decided to 
spend it on music therapy for 
other children in hospices. Jes- 
sie’s Fund was set up in mem- 
ory oftbetr daughter. 

The charity aims to enable 
every TJK children's hosp ice to 
have access to a part-time qual- 


I □ Jessie’s Fund is a regis- 
tered charity dedicated to 
helping sick children 
through, nmsic. K promotes 

the use of music therapy in 
children’s hospices, helping 
children who are dying as a 
result of illness or disability. 
□ The human abilityto ap- 
preciate and respond to 
music is inborn and usually 
remains unimpaired by 
handicap, injury or lllneas- 
JVlusic therapy offers a safe, 
space to release feelings. 

D Jessie’s Fund isa winner 
of the Guardian Jerwood 
prize for small charities. It 
aims to provide hospices 
with musical instruments 


ifled therapist by 2002. Steph- 
anie Thompson, one of the 
music therapists sponsored by 
Jessie's Fund, is an ardent pro- 
ponent of its effects. She ex- 
plains: “It Is more about boost- 
ing children’s quality of life in 
their last days than teaching 
them anything specific. 

'Dying is such a difficult and 
bewildering time for children 
—especially when they are go- 
ing through difficult and pain- 
ful treatment — that a lot of 
them don’t know bow they fed. 
They are still very young and 

death is a big issue.” 

Usually both child and thera- 
pist take part, playing, singing 
and listening. Children are not 
taught how to play an instru- 
ment, but are encouraged to 
use percussion and other acces- 
sible instruments to partici- 
pate in the session. Recent 
research suggests that music 
releases endorphins, the 
brain’s painkillers, but the 
complete advantages of therapy 
are hanfto pin down. 

'•Music can have a very pro- 
found effect,” Ms Thompson 
says. “It can release frustra- 
tions and identify moods and 
feelings they didn’t even know 
they were experiencing." 

Ms Schatzberger explains 
that the sessions are particu- 
larly useful for children who 
are losing control over their 
lives as they lose the ability to 
speak or move. “Through 


and staff trained in basic 
techniques of music therapy. 
By 2002 it aims to equip the 
country's 16 children’s hos- 
pices and have a trained r- 
nmste therapist wo rking at •' 
least one day a week. 

□ Five hospices are already 
equipped. The charity pro- 
vides 100 per cent of the cost 
for the first year, 50 per cent 
for the second year and 25 
per cent for the third year — 
but it needs financial sup- 
port to continue its work. 

□ A £1,000 donation will 
equip a hospice with a basic 
range of musical Instru- 
ments. A part-time music 
therapist costs £150 a week. 


music, they can convey feel- 
ings without using words.” 

She relates anecdotes which 
demonstrate the unexpected 
power of music. For months 
one two-year-old girt spent her 
waking bourn crying- Nothing 
could comfort her, except music 
sessions, when she would be- 
come peaceful. “The trauma of 
belngtrappedinalifesopain- 
fljl that she bad to express her- 
self by crying all the time was 
so intense, that to be able to 
have some relief was fimtastic,” 
Ms Schatzbergersays. 

There was also a teenage boy, 

j who had been in a persistent 
vegetative state for more than a 

! year. Doctors said there was no 
hope of ever getting through to 
him. Through therapy, using 
electronic instruments, he 
began to be able to control 

wimri hy nvw in g hin haait Tie 

started to cry. He bad been 
trapped without 
communicating.” 

Occasionally distressing. Ms 
Thompson also finds the time 
she spends at the Acorn Chil- 
dren’s Hospice in Birmingham 
extremely rewarding. “It is a 
great privilege to share this 
time with someone. It is the end 
of something, but it isnt neces- 
sarily a sad time; the focus is 
not on aiding, but an quality,” 
she says. 

“Sometimes all yon’re doing 
is working on getting a smile 
ait of someone." 
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Search for girl, 2, 
after mother is 
found murdered 


Martin Walnwriaht 


P OLICE across the 
country are search- 
ing for a two-year-old 
girl who has van- 
ished after the brutal beating 
and murder of hex mother. 

Jade Lester was last seen In 
the Kensington area of cen- 
tral Liverpool, where unem- 
ployed Sharon Lester, aged 
22. was found dead with 
multiple stab wounds by the 
child's distraught grand- 
mother at the weekend. 

Fifty Merseyside detectives 
led by an assistant chief con- 
stable have been put on the 
case, with senior officers say- 
ing yesterday that they were 
“desperately anxious” about 
the little girL 

Ms Lester's boyfriend, John 
Park, a 24-year-old unem- 
ployed joiner from Tuebrook, 
Liverpool, is being inter- 
viewed, but has told police that 
he has no Idea where Jade may 
be. 

Det Supt Russ Walsh said 
that it was critical that they 
find Jade's fether. who used to I 


live with Miss Lester and his 
daughter but has moved else- 
where. 

Mr Walsh also appealed for 
information about two men 
seen at the murder bouse* in 
Ling Street with a white van ; 
only an hour before Ms Les- : 
ter’s body was found. 1 

Witnesses from the street 
have described a man in his 
20s coming out of Ms Lester's 
house at 1220pm on Saturday 
and signalling to the driver of 
the van, a “box-type" vehicle 
with roller shutters at foe rear, 
to take it round to an alley at 
the baric of the house. Mr 
Walsh said: “We are anxious to 
trace both the driver and the 
person at the premises, as well 
as a man who was repairing a 
yellow van in Ling Street at 
the time the men were seen.” 

Detectives have not estab- 
lished a motive for the killing 
of Ms Lester, whose body was 
found in a downstairs room. 
She had been severely beaten 
before being stabbed with a 
sharp implement which has 
not been found. 

Tests have suggested that 
the murder may have taken 


place 48 hours before Ms Les- 
ter's body was discovered by 
her mother, who collapsed in 
front of neighbours. 

Mr Walsh said that the Hm* 
lag. and the last definite sight- 
ing of Jade a week before the 
murder, increased anxiety 
about her. 

Forensic experts will 
return to the house today to 
continue checks for any sign 
of a break-in. Detectives are 
also trying to establish if any- 
thing is missing from the 
house. 

Assistant Chief Constable 
Paul Stephenson said yester- 
day: "Our prime concern is to 
ensure that the little girl is 
safe and well, and to ease the 
distress of foe fam il y, which 
is considerable. We want any- 
one who is with Jade at this 
time or knows where she is to 
make contact and confirm 
that she is safe and welL" 

Residents in Ling Street 
returned from a church Christ- 
mas party to find Ms Lester's 
house sealed off and police 
everywhere. Cleaner June 
Joel, aged 41, said they had 
moved in only recently. 


Supermarkets ‘charge 
more inpoor areas’ 


Vickey Quinney, 15, and Jessie’s Fund music therapist Stephanie Thompson at Acorn Children's HospicepMoroGRAm cuvre lim 


SOvta Pfahl 

T HE poor are paying 
more than the better off 
this Christmas for a 
typical selection of seasonal 
goods, a consumers’ survey of 
supennarkets reveals today. 

Price wars between rival 
suburban outlets have added 
to the pinch in low income 
areas, where poor transport 
and limited choice create a 
virtually captive market. 

Stark contrasts in the 
checks on 100 stores include a 
59p offer for Sainsbury’s loog 
pack of own-brand coffee in 
relatively comfortable 
Crosby, Merseyside, com- 
pared with £1.79 for Kwik 
Save's own brand at Heath- 
town, West Midlands, an area 
of very high deprivation. 

The total basket at Crosby 
Sainsbury, ‘including turkey. 

; sprouts and crackers; cost 
£3222 — • £10 less than the same 
order at Sainsbury. Cavendish 
Drive, a few miles away but in 
a much less well-off area. 

The survey, carried out in 1 
the second week of December 
by the charity Citizen Organis- 
ing Foundation (COF), will be 
sent to foe Office of Fhir Trad- 
ing by foe group, which is also 


seeking talks with the leading 
supermarkets. 

Peter Powers, of COF. said: 
“This survey, carried out by 
ordinary people in their own 
communities, shows bow 
retailers use their local monop- 
oly power in poorer neighbour- 
hoods to extort excessive prof- 
its from foe people who can 
least afford it” 

The COF monitors, based on i 
churches, schools, mosques, 
trade unions and other local 
groups, checked prices of basic 
goods, including soup, vegeta- 
bles and bread, along with 
Christmas specialities like 
pudding and satsumas. The 
survey at brandies of Tesco, 
Sainsbury, Somerfleki, Asda, 
the Coop and Kwik Save found 
the four most expensive bas- 
kets at Sainsbury in Wolver- 
hampton town centre (£5429), 
Tesco in Canary Wharf, east 
London (£4923). Sainsbury in 
Whitechapel, -east London 
(£48.70). and semerfield in 
Hackney, east London (£47 JS). 
The lowest price was at Kwik 
Save, in middle income Tetten- 
haH, Wolverhampton (£29.70). 

Yvonne Hayes, aged 46, a 
mother of four, went to Tesco 
in Parson Cross, north Shef- 
field, one of foe largest coun- 
cil estates in Europe. “It was 


interesting because I don't 
usually shop there. Actually 
it wasn’t a bad shop for this 
area. You get bread for 19p 
and a tin of beans is 9p. But 
there were several Christmas 
puddings at £7.50. 1 did won- 
der how many people on foe 
estate could afford that.” 

Mandy Aitken, aged 21, also 
a mother of four and orga- 
niser of Sheffield's COF' 
group. Impact, claimed: 
“There's a degree of evidence 
that supermarkets seem to be 
charging more In poorer 
areas, either because of com- 
petition in foe middle-class 
estates or because people on 
the working-class estate 
haven’t the chance to get 
away to the out-of-town cen- 
tres. You are sort of penalised 
for having to shop locally.” 

Kwik Save and the Co-op 
came out In the survey at foe 
bottom <rf the price range, but 
local variations were also 
marked. 

Mr Powers said: “We hope 
foe Office of Fair Trading 
report to be published in the 
new year win encourage foe 
Government to constrain the 
alarming power of foe big 
four retailers.’” 

COF will conduct follow-up 
surveys in the new year. 


Bosnia author ‘MI6 man’ 


Richard Norton-Tayfor 

D OMIN1C Lawson, editor 
of the Sunday Tele- 
graph, acknowledged 
yesterday that articles writ- 
ten under a false name when 
he was editor of foe Spectator 
magazine were “probably" 
written by an MIG officer. 

The Guardian last week dis- 
closed that “Kenneth 
Roberts’’, author of the 
articles which were written 
under a Sarajevo dateline in 
1994. was a member of foe 
British foreign intelligence 
service. 

The articles appeared to be 
part of an attempt to influence 
public opinion during the Bos- 
nian civil war by suggesting 
atrocities were being carried 


out by all sides. Mr Lawson 
told foe Guardian he had no 
means of knowing whether the 
author was an MI6 officer. 
However, yesterday he said 
claims that “Kenneth Roberts" 
was in reality an MIG agent 
were “probably right". 

He referred to threats to the 
Times late last week from 
what that newspaper called 
“senior intelligence sources" 
that a D Notice would be 
served in an attempt to pre- 
vent foe identity of “Kenneth , 
Roberts” being revealed. 

Mr Lawson also said In yes- 1 
terday's Sunday Telegraph 
that he remembers asking 
“Kenneth Roberts” whether be 
bad written under a pseud- 
onym for any other publica- 
tion. Mr Lawson said that be 
replied: “Yes, the Times." 


Mr Lawson was alleged in 
the Commons last week to 
have been an MI6 “asset” who 
was paid for his services for 
British intelligence. Mr Law- 
son denied ever having been 
"an agent either paid or un- 
paid of M16 or any other gov- 
ernment agency". In bis 
column yesterday, he wrote: 
"I have never worked for foe 
Intelligence services.” 

It was reported yesterday 
that British intelligence offi- 
cers claimed to be journalists 
from foe Spectator as a cover 
while working in Russia and 
eastern Europe. The Sunday 
Times claimed at least three 
MI6 officers were instructed 
to claim they were working 
for foe magazine. 

Roy Greenstade, G2, page lO 


Spice Girls’ Xmas triple 


THE Spice Girls have topped 
foe Christmas singles chart 
for foe third year running 
with their Goodbye single. 

They pipped Chefs Choco- 
late Salty Balls— a spin-off 
from the Channel 4 cartoon 
South Park. 


Goodbye had sold nearly 

200.000 copies, according to 
midweek sales figures, about 

30.000 more than Chef. 
Denise and Johnny's Espe- 
cially For You reached num- 
ber three, eclipsing Cher at 
number four with her former 


chart-topper Believe. The Bea- 
tles had consecutive Christ- 
mas chart-toppers from 1963 
to 1965. 

The Spice Girls have had a 
concerted marketing cam- 
paign, which began in the first 
half of November. 


Crack on call as police clear dealers off streets Man ’ s bod y was ‘ ex P ert, y dismembered* 

■ 1 — I th& elAa nf tha haari vrifh a I rvnlv pIiim wpro thp h 



Atari Travis 

Homs Affairs Editor 

C RACK cocaine addicts 
are turning to "pizza- 
style” telephone or- 
dered home deliveries as 
police operations drive deal- 
ers off city streets. 

New Home Office research 
says that crack has not taken 
hold in Britain In the same 
way as it has dominated the 
drug markets of America’s ur- 
ban gbettoes. but It does pose 
problems in a tew English 
cities. The study, based cm in- 
depth interviews with 79 new 
and long-term crack addicts 
in north-west England, shows 
that the drug Is still being ac- 
tively marketed by dealers. 
“Given crack's negative 


Image, it Is often sold as frock’ 
or ‘stone’, particular? to new, 
younger users. Established 
users receive a home delivery 
service," say the researchers. 
They add that in the last two 
years this has particularly 
been a feature of the drugs 
scene in the Greater Man- 
chester area, where street 
sales have largely disap- 
peared due to police activity. 

The researchers traced the 
habits erf one group of crack 
! users over three years with 
the first intenriews taking 
pisceinl995. 

By 1997, . a quarter had 
given up crack, another quar- 
ter had cut down their con- 
sumption, but up to half were 
“resolute rockheads” who 
used crack dally alongside 
“considerable quantities” of 


other drugs, most notably 
heroin, methadone and can- 
nabis. The researchers call 
this expensive kind of multi- 
drug habit a “rock 
repertoire”. 

More than two-thirds said 
they never injected crack, but 


Established users 
receive a home 
delivery service 

smoked it. either on foil, nr 
more commonly. In a pipe. 
The study also confirms 
strong links -between drug-' 
taking, crime and the Hack 
economy, and sqys the long- 
term addicts spent an average 


of £20,000 a year on their ad- 
dictions. Crack' prices had 
remained fairly stable over 
the three years. 

Most raised foe necessary 
funds through crime such as 
theft, shoplifting, fraud and 
burglary, with women engag- 
ing in prostitution and men 
in drug-dealing. 

In-depth interviews with 29 
new crack users showed that 
despite the drug's high cost 
and only brief “bus”, its use 
is slowly spreading. Most new 
users tended to be slightly 
younger, In their early 20s, 
and overwhelmingly white 
and male. The Home Office 
researchers say that crack 
use in England has, until 
now, mainly appealed to 
those with a history of heroin 
abuse, and who are unem- 


1 ployed and live in foe poorest 
com munities. "The most wor- 
rying development in this 
study was the discovery that 
there were some ’recre- 
ational' users, without any . 
experience of heroin, or other 
opiates, who smoked crack as 
'stone' and who felt they 
could manage and control its 
use as they had other drugs, 
such as amphetamines and 
ecstasy," say foe researchers. 

They add that crack’s high 
price and ambivalent image 
has limited this spread, bnt 
they warn that if there is a 
s i g n i fi cant drop In its street 
price then it win accelerate. 

Evolving crack cocaine careers; 
Kevin Brain. Howard Parker and 
Tim Bottom! ey; Home Office 
Research Findings No 85 


Simon Cooper 

T HE remains of a young 
man found on the banks of 
the Thames a week ago were 
expertly dismembered, possi- 
bly by someone with medical , 
knowledge, police have 
revealed. But mystery sur- 
rounds who foe victim was or 
why he was killed. 

An international murder 
inquiry has now been 
launched after police could 
find no match for the man in 
UK missing persons files or in 
fingerprint records. 

A total of ll body parts 
were recovered from foe fore- 
shore of the Thames in Dept- 
ford. south-east London, after 
a passerby noticed them at 
last Monday. 

A post-mortem the next day 
revealed foe man was hit on 


foe side of foe head with a 
blunt instrument before being 
strangled. He is thought to 
have been killed only 24 
hours before his remains 
were found. 

He is described as being in 
his 20s, 5ft 7 in to 5ft 9 in tall, 
with olive cloured “Mediter- 
ranean type" skin, dark hair, ( 
dark brown eyes and of 
stocky build. 

One of his most distinctive 
characteristics were his 
teeth, which were in “superb 
condition”, although three 
are missing. The pathologist's 
report states foe teeth were 
professionally removed, but 
had the roots' left in — a com- 
mon dentistry technique on 
the Continent- Interpol has 
non been called in. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Brian Bowden-Brown, who is 
leading foe enquiry, said the 


only clues were foe body 
parts themselves. “Each limb 
was in three pieces having 
been dismembered at the 
Joint It was done by someone 
who knew what they were 
doing; someone with medical 
knowledge, or a vet or a 
butcher or someone used to 
cutting up meat" 

The victim’s torso, one foot 
and the lower part of one leg 
were still missing. 

He was preparing to have a 
model of foe man’s face recon- 
structed by forensic experts. 
He bopes this might bring the 
same success enjoyed by Scot- 
tish police, who this week 
were able to solve a four- 
month-old mystery after sci- 
entists from Glasgow univer- 
sity produced a 3D computer- 
generated reconstruction of 
the face of a man found on the 
shores of Loch Lomond. 
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mourns 
matador 
feted by 
famous 


John Hooper, Southern 
Europe Correspondent 


BB ANS of bullfighting 
■■ were yesterday monm- 
■ Jug one of the great 
matadors of the 20tb centu- 
ry Antonio Ordonez was 
among the very few to win 
comparison with the tikes 
of Belmonte, Joselito and 
Manolete. 

As several hundred 
packed into the Esperanza 
de Tirana church in Seville 
for a funeral mass yester- 
day, the bullfighter's body 
was taken to the city’s town 
hall so that people could 
pay their final respects. 

Although Orddnez was 
only 66 when he died on 
Saturday, he was a figure 
who inspired memories of 
a distant era. His most cele- 
brated friendships were 
with Ernest Hemingway 
and Orson Welles, whose 
ashes were buried on his 
ranch near Honda in south- 
ern Spain. 

Orddnez rose to fame in 
the 1950s. His subsequent 
rivalry with Luis Miguel 
D nming nin formed the 
basis for Hemingway's 1959 
work The Dangerous 
Summer 

He also occupied a cen- 
tral role in one of the most 
thought-provoking books 
on b ullfig htin g to be writ- 
ten by a non-Spaniard. Bull 
Fever published in 1954 
and written by the theatre 
critic Kenneth Tynan, fol- 
lowed two matadors with 
contrasting styles: the clas- 
sically restrained Orddnez, 
and Miguel Baez, known as 
“Lttrl”. 

Orddfiez was born in 
Honda in 1932. He was the 
son of the celebrated mata- 
dor Cayetano, who was fic- 
tionalised by Hemingway 
in The Snn Also Rises. 


Birth of the euro 


F ROM his office above 
foe enormous Migros 
hypermarket In Etrem- 
biere, Guy Vibourel can 
w atrta w ith SMtisfaefin n 

as his customers’ cars with 
their Swiss numberplates 
sweep in to do their Christmas 
shopping. 

Nothing strange, except 
that although Migros is a 
Swiss company and many of 
its shoppers are Swiss, 
Etrembieres is actually in 
France, even though it is only 
a mile orso outside Geneva. 

Despite the limitations 
which the customs authorities 
at foe border post down the 
road impose — only a couple 
of bottles of wine, no more 
than 8 ounces of meat per per- 
son In the car— many Swiss 
take the ride, because they 
know that foe Swiss products 
they buy will be 25 per cent 
fhoappr than in the company's 
supermarkets In Geneva. 

Migros is booming: there 
will be a mini on customers at 
its two local French stores 
this year, more than a third of 
them Swiss. 

Mr Vibourel does not expect 
that to change once the 
French swap their francs for 
euros. The tills are already 
programmed for such transac- 
tions. even though euro notes 
and coins will not be issued 
for another three years. 

And he thinks the Swiss, 
who are not in foe EU and not 
adopting the new currency 
will not have any problems. If 
the Swiss franc remains 
mighty especially if it stays 
stronger than the euro, they 
will want to come even more. 

“If the Swiss franc is strong 
our prices will be even more 
attractive — we get 15 per cent 
more customers then," he 
says contentedly ' . 

“The euro win be imposed 
on foe Swiss as a second cur- 
rency whether they are in or 



Orddnez in his heyday 


not They will get used to it 
like a second language. At the 
moment they are just curious, 
because they are very 
attached to their own money, 
just like the British and the 
pound. But if the euro is 
strong ... well, we are very 
positive about the single 
currency 

“It win be good for our busi- 
ness. We have an extra advan- 
tage — Swiss people like 
coming here because we are a 
Swiss company, with Swiss 
standards, deanez; and they 
can express their civic pride 
by coming here. And it’s much 
cheapen” 

The debate on foe euro is 
just getting under way in 
Switzerland, but it is already 
feeding into a wider debate 
about the country's tradition- 
ally neutral and disengaged 
place in international affair s. 

The Swiss are feeling under 
increasing pressure to Join in 
institutions such as foe United 
Nations and foe European 
Union, and the single currency 
could hit them at the very core 
of their existence: their banks 
and finance houses. 

There is a dilemma, too. 
Traditionally the Swiss franc 
has been strong but, with the 
arrival of the euro, the franc's 
very attractiveness may under- 
mine foe national economy 

If the euro is weak, investors 
from France, Italy and Ger- 
many may be inclined to load 
their savings into Switzerland, 
which could destabilise an 
already sluggish economy as it 
did when the same thing hap- 
pened to the mar k, lira and 
French franc during the reces- 
sion in the early 1990s. 

So the Swiss may have to 
keep their interest rates even 
lower than they are now: If in 
the end they decide they have 
to join the euro, the rates win 
have to go up. causing even 
more strain. 
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The Swiss stand by their independence, but how much longer can they bold out against the encompassing European Union? 
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A decision to join the EU 
would require a referendum 
yielding a majority not just of 
foe voters but also of the 26 

nantnng — and the sparsely 
populated rural cantons carry 
equal weight with cities such 
as Zurich and Geneva. When 
they voted on joining the 
looser European Economic 
Area in 1992 there was heavy 
cantonal vote against. 

'Whether one likes it or 
not, Europe represents Swiss : 
destiny. National unity can | 
only be safeguarded by join- ; 
ing the European construe- j 
tion. That is a Copemican 
revolution in the Swiss politi- i 
cal universe," says a recent j 
book. The Swiss Illness. 


Why I love the euro I Why I hate the euro 




PETER TSCROPPisan 
economics professor as the 
University qf Geneva and 
Radical Party politician. j 
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BANS KAUFMANN Is chief 
economist at Mltu Bow 
finance house in Zorich. 


“We never thought there J 
would be a single currency ; 

Now there is a big chance 
we will have to join and X 
am in favour of font. 

Otherwise the Swiss franc 
will be very expoeeid. 

This is an opportunity to 
open the whole issue of 
Switzerland and Europe. 

Within three years we will pocket and Swiss francs, or 


"We have already used up 
all our monetary weapons 
to keep the Swiss franc sta- 
ble. The Swiss Bank could 
not Intervene if the franc 
was pushed up in value 


asafri as a result of the 
wwo. Thera would be di 


be carrying euros in one 


dollars, in the other." 


Wira Thera would be dam- 
aged Industry I don't see 
how we can afford to join. 

“But it is not just an eco- 
nomic problem. There is a 
problem of democracy. We 
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would be a small country 
among heavyweights. 


Save 33% 
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on boneless leg of pork... 





Boneless leg 
Of Pork £&y€ rrrkg 




(Mvivajcnr £LOT.p«r lb) 






"When I went 
to the Gulf I 
was hoping 
that I would 
die there, 
actually. It’s a 
ghastly thing 
to say but 
that rather 
romantic 
notion of 
dying in 
battle... 

So much 
nicer than all 
the tabloid 
mess one’s 


m 






A HAPPY CHRISTMAS IS 


JUST A 5WIFTCALL AWAY 


bvt horrv, it vvon’t be around forever 


had to 
endure.” 

James Hewitt 
talks to Sabine 
Durrant 
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Wrth a year of Portuguese rule to go, John (Sittings reports from the colony on high stakes forthose living there 

Macau countdown begins with killing IKR 
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T HE final countdown 
to the handover of 
Macau has began 
with an ugly triad 
killing, the latest in a series 
of bombs and shootings. 

It ushers in a difnw»i^ 
year ahead, as Portugal 
prepares to surrender sov- 
ereignty to China — after 
four and a half centuries — 
on december 20 1999. 

A week ago, a lone gun- 
man walked up to the quiet 
Cara vela coffee bar just 
yards from the promenade 
and shot dead one prison 
warden and injured anoth- 
er. The gunman was almost 
certainly hired from the 
mainlan d. 

The wardens were part of 
a team sent from Portugal 
to strengthen security at 
Macau prison, where the 
notorious triad gan gs te r 
“Broken Tooth Kot" is being 
held. Yet the lesson of the 
recent triad violence is that 
Macau will be safer once 
the Portuguese have left 
“Their leaders are afraid 
of the Chinese.” says inde- 
pendent legislator Ng Kuok 
Cheung. “They want to es- 
tablish themselves before 
it’s too Late.” 

The recent execution in 
Guangzhou of the 
Kong kidnapper “Big 
Spender” and several of his 
gang members sent a grim 
signal of Chinese resolve. 

The Macau government 
has reacted with claims 
that there Is an “overall 
drop" in the crime rate — 
although it admits that the 
incidence of arson, kidnap- 
ping and other serious of- 
fences has risen. 

Macau presents a pleas- 
ant facade of Portuguese 
rule, with good restaurants 
and fine baroque churches. 
But many residents regard 
the government as out of 
touch and mainly con- 
cerned with a smooth es- 
cape from Portugal’s last 
colonial possession. 

Unlike Hong Kong under 
the British, little effort has 
been made to groom Macau 
Chinese for senior posi- 
tions in the government. 
Last week China pointedly 
called for greater effort to 
“localise” the civil service. 
Ethnic Chinese make up 95 
per cent of the population, 
but only seven out of 50 se- 
nior civil servants, are 
local-born Chinese. 

“Most officials here are 
ex-officers who have come 
to make money” says a 
Portuguese critic. “Macau 
is like a military encamp- 
ment.” This week the Hong 
Kong-based Far Eastern 
Economic Review high- 
lights the “get-rich-quick 
deals" which abound. 

“Many among the territo- 
ry’s Chinese population,” 
says the Review, “are con- 
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vi nced that the departing 
Portuguese, as well as some 
mainland Chinese officials, 
are squeezing Macau dry.” 

The vast majority of 
Macau Chinese actively 
look forward to “returning 
; to the motherland”. This re- 
flects P o rt u g a l’s historical 
failure to co-opt more than 
the small minority of 
mixed descent — the ap- 
proximately io.ooo so- 
called Macanese. 

“The Macau Chinese are 
patriotic so they have never 
Identified with the Port- 
uguese. The Macau Chinese 
media is completely behind 
Beijing;” says Mr Ng. 

Amnesty International 
has said it will be cam- 
paigning in the coming 
year to highlight a lack of 
adequate safeguards for in- 
dependence of the judicia- 
ry and some ambiguities 
about the application of in- 
ternational human rights 
treaties to Macau. 

The main business of 
Macau remains the provi- 
sion of gambling and relat- 
ed activities for citizens of 
Hong Kong and farther 
afield. Much of the triad vi- 
olence is generated by turf 
wars to control lucrative 
loan-shark operations in 
the casinos. 

Stanley Ho, the Macau ty- 
coon whose formal position 
is manag in g director of the 
gambling monopoly STDM 
(Macau Tourism, and Enter- 
tainment Corporation), says 
that gambling Is there to 
stay 

“China was pragmatic 
enough ... to spell out dear- 
ly that for historical rea- 
sons the gaming industry ... 
can carry on for another 50 
years without change.” he 
says. 

Macau’s new internation- 
al airport is one of a num- 
ber of areas of the colony 
which are underused. It 
handles 2 million passen- 
gers a year against a 
planned-for 5 million. Fewer 
than 10 of the 60 check-in 
desks are usually in opera- 
tion. Most of the traffic is 
from Taiwan, ferrying 1s- 




Liu Nianchun, who was freed on medical parole yesterday 

Dissident 
exiled as 
another 
stands trial 


John Gfttings 


C hina played the game 
of “one in and one 
out” yesterday when 
it released a promi- 
nent dissident into exile in the 
United States, while prepar- 
ing to put another on trial. 

Liu Nianchun follows In the 
footsteps oT fellow dissidents 
Wei Jingsheng and Wang Dan. 
both released into exile In the 
past year 

Mr Liu. aged 50. was 
released from a prison labour 
camp on medical parole on 
condition that he left the 
country He faces certain re- 
arrest if he returns. 

Human rights groups have 
decried the timin g of bis 
release as a “cynical” attempt 
to blunt criticism over the 
decision to put the veteran 
pro-democracy activist Xu 
Wenli on trial today 
Mr Liu was sentenced with- 
out trial under administra- 
tion regulations — often used 
to deal with dissenters — in 
1995 after drafting a petition 
calling for an official inquiry 
into flie 1989 Tiananmen 
Square massacre. 

It was the third time he had 
been imprisoned in 17 years. 
His three year term was then 
extended, again without trial. 

His brother Liu Qing, who 
now lives in New York, said 
that Mr Liu had been ill for 
two years before being given a 
medical examination last 
month. 

His wife. Chu Hailian, 
gained international publicity 
in September when she was 
dragged away by security 
guards while trying to deliver 
a letter to the United Nations 
human rights chief Mary 
Robinson, outside a Beijing 
hoteL 

Mr Liu. his wife and their 
ll-year-old daughter will 
arrive in the US only hours 
before Xu Wenli goes on trial 
In Beijing on charges of sub- 
version. 

Mr Xu attracted foreign 
attention when he was briefly I 
detained while Ibny Blair vis- 
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A Beijing crowd yesterday watches the Macau handover clock count down to the end of Portuguese rule photograph: gohchaimn 



landers to mainland China, 
but if direct links between 
Taiwan and China are estab- 
lished then even this busi- 
ness will foil away. 


The Portuguese governor returned to China, Macau freed from unimaginative 
has described it as a “pofi- will enjoy the benefits of colonial rule, Macau can 
tlcal airport” where normal the policy of “one country develop a more successful 
calculations don’t apply two systems”. system than those played 

Like Hong Kong after it The question is whether, on the gambling tables. . 


ited Beijing in September Mr 
Blair’s entourage suggested 
that the Bqitish Prime 
Minister may have helped 
secure Mr Xu’s release. If so, 
it did not help him for long. 

Mr Xu’s wile. He Xintong. 
said yesterday that the court 
had appointed a lawyer for her 
husband without leaving him 
time to prepare a defence. 

On Thursday two other 
leading dissidents — like Mr 
Xu accused of trying to set up 
an alternative to the 
Communist Party — were 
tried elsewhere in China with- 
out being allowed proper legal 
representation. 

The three week-long crack- 
down on a handful of would- 
be founders of the Chinese 
Democracy Party fCDP) does 
not suggest real concern that 
they might pose a political 
threat However, it reinforces 
recent forceful statements by 
national leaders intended to 
define the limits of dissent 

On Friday President Jiang 
Zemin told a meeting, held to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of China's economic reforms, 
that the current political sys- 
tem “must not be shaken, 
weakened or discarded at any 
time”. He vowed to “nip in the 
bud” any subversive activi- 
ties. 

The US-based Human 
Rights in China group wel- 
comed Mr Liu’s release yester- 
day. But in a statement it 
added: "The Chinese govern- 
ment continues to play 
hostage politics with no true 
commitment to International 
human rights standards.” 

China is also concerned 
with the overall balance of 
relations with the US and 
other Western democracies. 
In spite of Beijing’s opposi- 
tion to US bombing in Iraq, it 
must also take into account 
longer-term trade and strate- 
gic shared interests. 

Experience has shown that 
releasing one or two high-pro- 
file dissidents allows Western 
governments to claim that 
China is responding to human 
rights pressure. 


News in brief 


Israel sued 
over heart 

THE family of a deceased 
Scottish tourist whose heart 
was removed and returned 
separately claimed yesterday 
that Israeli authorities 
returned the wrong organ. 

The fondly of Alistair 
Sinclair is suing Israel for one 
million shekels (£145,000) for 
removing his heart and thy- 
roid for medical tests without 
their permission. 

Sinclair was arrested in 
Israel in April on suspicion of 
smuggling drugs. Police say 
he committed suicide the next 
day His family claims be was 
killed. — AE TelAoiu. 

Kosovo truce 
falters 

ETHNIC Albanians attacked a 
police patrol yesterday in cen- 
tral Kosovo, Serb sources said, 
raising tensions after an 
upsurge of violence which 
threatens the province's frag- 
ile ceasefire. 

The Serb Media Centre said 
ethnic Albanian separatists 
opened fire on a police patrol 
along the province's main 
east-west road about 25 miles 
west of Pristina. 


Police fired back, wounding 
two attackers. They and four 
others were captured, the 
media pentre said. Tension was 
r unning hi g h in the province 
because the rebel Kosovo 
Liberation Army was burying 
36 guerrillas kffled by Yugoslav 
border guards, and hundreds of 
Serbs were protesting against 
the killing of a local afficiaL — 
AE Pristina. 

Jewish grave 
attacked 

UNKNOWN assailants 
exploded a device at the 
German grave of the former 
chairman of the Central 
Council of Jews, destroying 
the memorial slab that cov- 
ered Heinz Galinski's last 

resting place, police in Berlin 
said yesterday 

Police blocked off entry to 
the Jewish cemetery on Beer 
street in the Charlottenburg 

district to search for dues, 
after witnesses reported an 
explosion at the site on 
Saturday evening. 

The German president, 
Raman Herzog, sent a 

telegram to Galinski’s wife 
Ruth, in which he expressed 
his sadness and pain for him- 
self and the Germans. The 
grave was attacked three 
months 3 &>.—AP, Berlin. • 


Pupils expand 
protest 

IGNORING pleas from the 
government, high school 
pupils vowed yesterday to step 
I up their campaign to block 
roads and occupy school 
buddings around Greece. 

Student representatives 
i voted to expand blockades to 
main roads, continue school 
occupations and stage more 
rallies and rush-hour road- 
blocks of Athens’ streets to 
pro test against plans to 
replace university exams with 
continual assessment. — AP, 
Athens. 

Extortionist 
targets trains 

SECURITY has been tight- 
ened on the German railways 
after au extortionist sus- 
pected of carrying out three 
attacks on trains demanded 10 
million marks (about £3 mfl.- 
lian). an Interior ministry 
spokesman said yesterday 
. Up to 400 border police will 
make checks on stretches of 
the railway and will be helped 
bv the air force, he said. 

In the most serious attack a 
goods train was derailed on 
Friday — AP.FnmXfurt. 


Israeli polls show public backing 
ex-army chief in fight for peace 


Bene Prusher in Jerusalem 

V M tpHLE the prime min- 
U^Vistei; Binyamin Net- 
W anyahn, looks for 
ways to keep his government 
afloat. Israelis have- been 
i focusing their attention on 
who might succeed him. 

Israel's parliament votes 
today on whether to call new 
elections. Mr Netanyahu’s 
cabinet yesterday backed his 
decision to freeze all moves to 
continue the peace process 
with the Palestinians until 
they fulfil a list of conditions. 

Although the backing fr o m 
his cabinet showed that he 
would probably survive a vote 
of no confidence in the Israeli 
parliament today an analyses 
indicate that a majority of the 
120 members will vote to hold 
early elections. 

Centrist and leftwing 
Israelis have begun to debate 
who would present the great- 
est challenge to Mr Netan- 
yahu: Ehud Barak, the leader 
of the opposition Labour 
party or Amnon Lipkin- 
Shahak, a former soldier who 
has yet to decide on which 
party’s ticket he would run. 

Mr Netanyahu's move to 

solidify bis rightwing support 


was seen as a last-minute 
effort to regain the support he 
hag lost from har dlin ers 
opposed to trading Israeli- 
l occupied land In the West 
Bank in return for peace and 
1 security guarantees from the 
! Palestinians. 

But a majority of members 
of parliament appeared to be 
willing to vote against Mr 
Netanyahu. They comprise a 
mix of leftwingers, moderates 
fed up with stagnation in the 
peace process, and ultra- 
nationalists who have devel- 
oped both an ideological and 
personal disdain for him. 

In all, 65 of the 120 mem- 
bers are expected to vote for 
elections. Observers believe 
Mr Netanyahu may persuade 
a few members to abstain- 
er convince nationalists that 
his demise is only likely to 
hasten the election of a prime 

minister who will take a much, 
more conciliatory stance with 
the Palestinians. 

Even if the bill for elections 
passes, it will still have to be 
sent to a parliamentary com- 
mittee before it is given Its 
second and third readings. In 
that time the resilient Mr 
Netanyahu may broker a deal. 
This is looking to be more 


dangerous than anything so 
for We’re still in the process, 
and he might by some miracle 
be able to defeat this,” said Dr 
Reuven Hazan. a political sci- 
entist at the Hebrew Uni- 
versity of Jerusalem. 

“But it looks like this is the 
beginning of the end and the 
question Is. how long is the 
finale?” 

Even if the call for elections 
succeeds, it is unlikely they 

There are fears 
that If both men 
run they may split 
the peace vote 

would take place before 
spring. 

The foremost deadline in 
Israeli minds appears to be 
May 4 — when the five-year 
interim period of the Oslo 
Accords is scheduled to end 
and Yasser Arafat has said be 
will declare a Palestinian 
state with or without a final 
peace agreement. 

Another matter that could 
hold back elections for several 


months Is that of the latest 
opinion polls. They show that 
General Lipkin-Shahak — 
who would have to sit through 
a 100-day waiting period after 
officially retiring from the 
army in order to run for office 
— is the favourite to beat Mr 
Netanyahu. 

Gen T.ip Irin- S Tiahalr has not 
yet announced that he will 
run but nor is he dispelling 
rumours that he will join the 
race. 

Both challengers are pro- 
teges of Yitzak Rabin, tbe 
Labour prime minister assas- 
sinated at a peace rally in 
1995, and there are fears that, 
were both men to run, they 
could split the peace vote, 
handing victory to Mr 
Netanyahu. 

Tensions are developing 
between the two as Mr Barak 
has indicated he will not 
surrender his leadership of 
the Labour party to Gen 
Lipkin-Shahak, who is a 
Labour sympathiser but also 
has the option of running as 
the head of a newly-formed 
centrist party 

Til be happy if he 
[Shahak] Joins us,” Mr Barak 
said, “[but] I am the one who 
leads os.” 


Front runner 


LIE UTENANT-Gen eral 
Amnon Lipkin-Shahak 
(above) has never declared 
his intention to run for 
prime minis ter, but a re- 
cent poll showed him lead- 
ing Binyamin Netanyahu as 
the people’s choice by more 
than 15 points. 

The general, aged 54, was 
appointed army chief of 
staff In 1995 by Yitzhak 
Rabin and helped with the 
Oslo Peace Accords as well 
as overseeing the transfer 
of most of the Gaza Strip 
and seven West Bank cities 
to Palestinian control. 

During that time, the 
general expressed the need 
for Israel not to control the 
Palestinians. However, he 
has never outlined a plat- 
form or how he wonld nego- 
tiate a final settlement. 








Comment 

President impeached 


Monday December 211998 



Western sentiment is appalled at simultaneous warfare and arraignment in the US 

Bimbo bombings 
are the real crime 




To save this great country from the 
sectarians, Clinton must hold on 


Peter 

Preston 


T HE VIEW Cram far beyond I 
the Beltway is one of sim- 
ple bemusement What on 
earth do they think they're 
doing? The issue now isn’t 
whether you approve of BUI 
Clinton or not whether you’d 
welcome him as your son-in- 
law, but whether the hurdles of 
public life have been set lunati- 1 
rally high. The issue is Boh 
Livingston. 

He was about to become the 
third most powerful man in the 
United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. 
But then, because marital 
strayings were the headlines of ; 
the moment, his own sidled j 
Into print — as they were I 
bound to do if the focus was 
harsh enough. And he walked 
away from It all on the House 
floor. He threw In not merely 
the Job he was destined for; but 
the job the people of Louisiana 
elected him to do. 

The melodrama — ripe with 
unthinking folly — was chal- 
lenging Clinton to do the same. 
The insanity was taking the 
narrow seam of sexual right- 
eousness which has consumed 
the Republican Party and run- 
ning it down through the ranks. 
In one deluded moment Bob 
Livingston made infidelity a 
resigning offence. 

In a Western world where as 
many marriages end in divorce 
as survive, that turns off the 
tap of available talent. It would 
have denied the White House to 
Roosevelt Elsenhower and 
Kennedy for starters, it would 
have buried Livingston's prede- 
cessor. Newt Gingrich, before 
his political career opened for 
business. You don't need to 
guess at its baleful impact on 
candidates to come. The ques- 
tions Tor George Bush Junior 
and the rest are forming in 
reporters' notebooks already 


Let he who is absolutely with- 
out sin think of running: let 
everyone else go home and sit 
on their porch. 

Was perfury the problem for 
Livingston? No: no court, no 
lies. Was abuse of power die 
problem? No: he hadn't ©at any. 
yet to abuse. The problem, the 
only problem, was sex outside 
marriage. We may or may not 
condone that, but whatever we 
think it is part of human exis- 
tence The man who might have 
been Speaker has made it the 
bottom line of running for pub- 
lic office now 

Such sexual McCartbyism Is 
the ultimate madness: the 
moment to pause and take 
stock. Why have the Repub- 
licans behaved as they have? 
Don't they read opinion polls? 
Can't they absorb the message 
of the worst mid-term election 
performance at an equivalent 
point in a Presidency since the 
second world war? 

Obviously not Public opin- 
ion doesn't matter when there 
are no elections for two years. 
The opinion that counts is the 
din hum the Christian coali- 
tionists who*ve always haled 
ClintomThey aren't the moral 
majority: they are the moral 
minority But they lobby and 
they care. For them, the techni- 
calities of the American law of 
perjury are beside the point 
They saw a fornicator with lib- 
eral credentials they didn’t like 
elected: they think they’ve got 
him now Forgiveness does not 
feature in their lexicon. Once 
the Senate starts sitting, they'll 
be picking up the phone again. 

The reasons for wanting 
Clinton to survive have thus 
changed in turn. He was a 
grubby pathological fool. He 
took his own mad risks and. 
when they were exposed, his 
political nous deserted him. He 


Empty strikes 


Ronafd Steel 


P RESIDENT Clinton's 
decision to bomb Iraq, 
although understand- 
able as an expression of ex- 
asperation with Saddam 

Hussein's deceptions, is 
likely to cause more prob- 
lems than it solves. 

In effect It solves noth- 
ing. The Clinton Adminis- 
tration did not claim that 
the bombing would remove 
Saddam from power, or 
even that it would serious- 
ly reduce his ability to pro- 
duce chemical or biological 
weapons. Nor does anyone 
suggest that this attack 
will induce him to comply 
with future demands of UN 

weapons Inspectors. 

So it would seem the at- 
tack was intended to do lit- 
tle more than demonstrate 
that the patience of the US 
Government bad been 
worn out and that its frus- 
tration demanded a re- 
sponse. 

A military’ operation in- 
spired by such emotion and 
seeking such modest 
objectives can be Justified 
only if tbe cost is very low. 
But that is far from the 


case here. Indeed, the polit- 
ical fallout Is likely to be 
more beneficial to Saddam 
than to the US. 

Tbe bombing means the 
end of the Unscom inspec- 
tion programme. For all 
the roadblocks the Iraqis 
put in its way. Unscom had 
considerable success over 
its seven years. Indeed, one 
reason President Clinton 
gave for calling off last 
month's scheduled air 
strikes was that the action 
would have meant the end 
of Unscom. 

"We would then have no 
oversight, no insight, no in- 
volvement in what is going 
on in Iraq," he said at the 
time. Now. apparently, that 
doesn't matter: 

With the loss of the in- 
spections, the US will be 
locked into a huge military 
presence in the Persian 
Gulf for years. Not only 
will this cost billions and 
embroil the US even deeper 
into the convoluted politics 
of tbe region, but U will 
also strain links with 
friendly Arab regimes. 

Leaders of Saudi Arabia 
and tbe Gulf Emirates may 
hate Saddam, but they fear 
being accused by their own 


lied to his nearest and (.maybe) 
dearest He cheated his staff 
and his friends. But there is 
still a line in the sand of his 
Presidency 

If Clinton is driven from 
office now It will be because of 
his personal and private flaws 
— the flaws his wife and his 
daughter forgive him' foe 
Livingston’s departure makes 
that explicit One extra-marital 
strike and you're out That is a 
ludicrous rule of survival for a 
nation which neither lives by 
nor acknowledges such rules. It 
dictates, extrapolated, that 
their future chiefs shall not be 
people like them, but puritans 
wrapped In their own morality 
of self-regard. 

T HE PRESIDENT will not 
find it easy to resist the 
momentum Is not with 
him. He's manifestly tired and 
beleaguered. His staff are disil- 
lusioned, his lawyers impaled 
on the hook of having to trade 
legal definitions — because the 
Senate is a court — while 
Senators demand quite other 
down home language. His eco- 
nomic miracle may not last 
much longer His four days of 
zapping Iraq have made him 
few friends. 

Above all, ha's trapped in the 
Impossible bind of damnation 
if he does something and 
damnation if be doesn’t Was 
the Baghdad foray a cynical bit 
of dog wagging? How could It 
be if his chiefe of staff and dis- 
approving defence secretary 
advised him to send tbe mis- 
siles in? if he’d disregarded 
their advice, it would have 
leaked in this Washington 
within days. Equally if he'd 
told them to start bombing — 
against their advice — be 
would have been hung out to 
dry Tony Blair is a friend In 


need, not a poodle. Practicality 
dismisses cynicism. 

But practicality wifl also sit 
uneasily with perception 
through the cnmfng weds. In 
media legend, he's a broken 
President IT he does nothing, 
than hell be prey to a “ fa tal 
inertia". If he apologises again 
it will be too httte, too late: if he 
utters no more regrets then he 
will be treating tbe American 
people with contempt He lads, 
in sum. the ability to rescue 
hhnsett He will need some- 
thing mare. 

Bad to that line in the sand- 
inside the Beltway the media 
feeds an itself and tbe politi- 
cian^ feed on it The hunt is get- 
ting dose to the fox. The 
24-hour newscasters will be 
there, live and portentous, If 
he's torn to pieces. Tbe Repub- 
licans, drunk on their own 
attar wine, show no sign of 
humility Tbe call Is for Clinton 
to depart as the only means of 
“sparing the nation" from more 

of this ordeal. 

But he cannot and should not 
depart If he does, it will set the 
Livingston rule in stone. The 
fundamentalists will have their 
scalp — forerunner of many 
victories to come — and 
America wifl. henedbrth draw 
Its leaders from the narrow sect 
who are part, but only part, of a 
great country 

The last issue, in sum, is 
what kind of nation the United 
States may become. That's a 
long way from seedy suckings 
in tbe Oval Office, from sex. lies 
and videotapes, bat it is where 
we are now Who win rally cf 
necessity to the defence of the 
indefensible? This devil of an 
affair has become bigger than 
any of us. 

PoSy Toynbee's column and 
EndpterawBappeertorriorrow 


people - whose support of 
Iraq in this conflict is clear 
- of being lackeys of the 
US. Not a single Arab state 
that supported the Gulf 
War including Kuwait, has 
openly backed this raid. 
Egypt. Syria and even the 
United Arab Emirates have 
opposed it. 

In addition, the princi- 
pal restraint keeping 
Saddam In check — eco- 


The fallout of the 
bombing is iikeiy 
to be beneficial to 
Saddam Hussein 


nomic sanctions — has 
been seriously compro- 
mised. Although Russia 
and France have pushed 
hard to end sanctions, they 
have for the most part ob- 
served them, which has 
limited Iraq's military 
strength. 

Sanctions were imposed 
not by the US but by the 
Security CounciL We have 
consistently defended our 
actions against Iran as Jus- 


tified by UN resolutions. 
But the current attack does 
not have that authorisation, 
and Russia and China have 
denounced it If the US can 
bomb Iraq without authori- 
sation, then why wont 
other countries feel free to 
buy its oil and sen It goods? 

The attack also endan- 
gers our relations with 
Security Council members 
on other Issues. For exam- 
ple, In denouncing the at- 
tack, the Russians declared 
that they were shelving 
plans to ratify Start n — an 
anus reduction treaty tbe 
US very much wants. 

Yes, Saddam is a menace 
to his own people and the 
entire Middle East. There 
is a case to be made for uni- 
lateral American military 
action — if we have the 
support of our partners 
and the action is on a scale 
to be truly effective. 

But Desert Fox (with its 
curious reference to a Nazi 
field marshal) does not 
meet that standard. A suc- 
cessful operation of this 
sort requires a certain de- 
gree of cleverness and 
hypocrisy We have not 
been clever enough to con- 
vince our allies; other than 


Britain, that it is in their 
best Interest. Nor do we 
have the support of the 
Security Council, a fig leaf 
that has been highly useful 
In justifying American-led 
Interventions from the 
Korean War to the Golf 

By declaring that the US 
seeks to depose Saddam 
and pave the way for a new 
Iraqi government. Presi- 
dent Clinton went far be- 
yond his UN mandate, as 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan reminded, him. 
Because the Administra- 
tion made no serious pre- 
tence to play by UN rules, if 
only for show; it will be 
harder in the future for the 
US to claim that its unilat- 
eral actions are taken on 
behalf of the world com- 
munity 

Hypocrisy which La 
Rochefoucauld called the 
tribute vice pays to virtue, 
has an honored place in 
diplomacy, as it does in pol- 
itics. This operation lacks 
the virtue of its vices. 

O New Vbrk Times. 

RonaW Steel tea professor of 
International retatlonsatthe 
University of Southern CaBfomfa 


T HE REPUBLICANS 
searched high and low - 
and then lower still - for 

pla^cihl* 

impeachment. Ken Starr sprat 
millions investigating 
Whitewater; Travelgate, 
FLLegate. and even Vince 
Foster's suicide without 

nnwwftrin g a Smoki ng gii q rwa 

smidgen of presidmtialDNA. 
Sadly for both foe dignity of 
the nation and the credibility 
of foe impeachment process, 
foe Republicans were left with 
the President’s schoolboylsh 
attempts to pretend that noth- 
ing happened with Monica, at 
least nothing resembling sex. 

But for at least a year now a 
per fectly “hi gh 

rr firm arid misriamoan mir** hne 

been staring us in the face: 
Qintorfs capricious use of US 
military power to upgrade his 
image from molester of office 
help to Commander in Chief 
Cansiderthe timing of this 
year's threatened and actual 
military strikes: 

• February 1998, directly fol- 
lowing January revelations 
about his affair with Monica 
Lewinsky Clinton readies the 
US military for an attack on 
Iraq, which is narrowly 
averted by the intervention of 
UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan. 

•August 1998, on foe sameday 
Kem Starr recalled Monica 
Lewinsky to testify to the 
grand Jury and days after his 
own dodgy testimony Gllntan 
launches air strikes against 
Sudan and Afghanistan (acci- 
dentally hitting Pakistan in 
the process). The strikes were 
justified by alleged links 
between Afghani-based Saudi 


terrorist Osama bln-Ladn and 
the bombings of US embassies 
in Africa, although no convinc- 
ing evidence was adduced to 
show that the Sudan target 
was anything other than a 
pharmaceutical factory 

• November 1998, the weekend 
before Congress opens imp- 

eachmegt >w»q rmp , fTHnton 

schedules a fresh bombing 
campaign against Iraq but, in 
a surprise case of beUummter- 
ruptus. changes his mind. 

•December 1998, on the eve of 
the congressional vote to 

iynpeach , flHirtnp begins fhf> 
re bombing of Iraq. This time 
he circumvents foe UN 
entirely by beginning the 
attack even as the Security 
Council meets to discuss the 
UNSCOM report on weapons 
inspections— which report, it 
should be mentioned, admitted 

He deserves 
impeachment 
for committing 
casual carnage 

that foe Iraqis had been co- 
operative at a “majority" of 
sites. Two hours after tbe 
impeachment vote; foe bomb- 
ing suddenly ceases. 

New the US Constitution, 
which impeachment hawk 
Representative Tom DeLay 
rialmc tin carry In miniature 

dose to his heart at all times, 
says nothing about fellatio or _ 
fellatio-related fibbing. It does, 
however; make perfectly dear 
in Article 1, Section 8, that only 
Congress has “the power to 
declare war” — a provision 
designed precisely to prevent a 
president's use of tbe public 
arsenal to achieve personal or 
spiteful ends. On foe basis of 
that and the .UN charter; which 
prohibits tbe usedf force by 
one nation against another 
without the authorisation of 
the Security Council, legal 
scholars Francis Boyle and 
Jules Lobel maintain that 
Clinton indeed deserves imp- 
eachment — not for casual sex 
bat for what could be argued is 

l equally casual carnage. 


Yet. bizarrely Congress per- 
sisted In its effort to impeach 
the President on manifestly 
trivial grounds, pausing only 
to declare its fervent biparti- 
san support for tbe troops. 
Never mind that scores of 

Iraqi civilians were dying, or 
that among the collateral dam- 
age from foe Republicans' sex- 
ual purity crusade were 

veteran adulterers — Hyde 
and Livingston — on their own 
side of the aisle. Even those 
House members who profess to 
disbelieve the President when 
he offers foe time of day swal- 
lowed his bombing rationales 
like candy The wagging dog 
has become America's ele- 
phant m the living room — foe 
presence that almost everyone 

is too poiiteto mention. 

Call It blood magic — foe 
mysterious power of warto 
mobilise the emotions at the 
expense of the most elemen- 
tary logic. Mindful of Its drug- 
like effects; opportunistic 
heads of state have spent the 
last two decad es ratohlonln 

war htto fl pii Mte r riatinnK 

device: Thatcher in foe 

Fandands, Milosevic in 

Bosnia, Bush in Iraq. In 

case, a leader enfeebled by low 
popularity and a faltering 
economy was ahle to boost his 
or her ratings to god-like levels, 
at least temporarily by staging 
a war Ancient rulers cemented 
their power by presiding over 
public rites of blood sacrifice, 
and American governors seek 
a similar effect by demonstrat- 
ing their enthusiasm for capi- 
tal punishment Recall, for 
example, candidate Clinton's 
effort to distract from Gennifer 
Flowers’ rev elations with his 
highly publicised 1992 execu- 
tion of a severely retarded 
Arkansas man. 

So foe impeachment process 
continues for all the wrong 
reasons. As the tawdry specta- 
cle unfolds in the Senate, the 
American people will squeal in 
Mlf-pltX foe Iraqis will bury 
their dead, and residents oT 
designated target states every- 
where — from Cuba to North 
Korea — will be well advised to 
dig their bomb shelters a little 
bit deeper 


Barbara Ehranreich Is the author of 
Blood Rites: Origins and History pt 
the Passions of War (Virago) 


Senate must rescue 
the US constitution 


Jonathan Freedland 
in Washington DC 


T HE WASHINGTON 
Monument, that sharp 
needle that pops out of 
foe skyline of America's capi- 
tal, js not looking so gpod just 
now. It’s dad in scaffolding 

Cram top to bottom, necessary 
for some mid- win ter repairs. 
And it makes an unsettling 
sight. 

For one thing; It could be a 
cartoonist's depiction of 
Washington's 1996 obsession 
with sex. The boil-upright 
monument has always had a 
phallic provenance; now It 
looks like lfs sheathed in a 
condom. But there's a less 
crude reading. The sight of a 
national landmark propped up 
by poles and planks captures 
foe current mood of the city: 
Washington is foiling down. 

For in these dying days of 
1998, the American capital has 
felt like a place in drastic trou- 
ble. At war with Iraq, at war 
with its President and at odds 
with the country it has begun 
to consume Its own. 
Washington has become foe 
town that ate Itself 
The first victim tej of. 

course, the President, 

impeached on Saturday . 
Republicans were eflfeo- 
five on the Boor of foe 
House that day arguing w 
that BflJ Clinton is guilty ^8 
not of a sin, but a crime, Jgj 

not a private offence but a V? 
public one. He lied wafer mM 
oath. There Is some logic 
to that case and Democrats 
may struggle to repel it in 4m 
the Senate, where a trial is . j 
due to be held next month— * 
barring the kind of cross- 
party deal being discussed 
behind the scenes yesterday 
Still, logic can be deceptive. a 
T ar oncsthe premise of ’ {j 

an argument has been & 

accepted, then all kinds of j 

apparently logical conse- JS 
quatces can flow; even those ^ 
that are plainly absurd and m 
dangerous. It happened when 
Joe McCarthy was allowed to 

make mere belief in commu- 
nism a crime, and therefore to 


stamp out anything, and any- 
one, even vaguely touched by 
it Zippergate began with a dif- 
ferent premise —that probing 
Into the sexual lives of politi- 
cians is legitimate — so that 
Mr Clinton's failure to tail into 
line became an impeachable 
high crime. When tbe cry 
came that private lives should 
be off-limits, no one listened. It 
was too late. 

And now they are paying 
the price. President Clinton 
had to share yesterday's head- 
lines with Congressman Bob 
Livingston's resignation. 

After an Investigation by 
Hustler magazine, he was 
forced io admit to a string of 
extra-marital affairs and he 
resigned rather than defend 
himself. 

Democrats did not cheer his 
departure- “It is a surrender to 
a developing sexual 
McCarthyism, " cried New 
York’s Jerrold NadLec “Are we 
going to have a new test if 
someone wants to run for pub- 
lic office: Are you now or have 
you ever been an adulterer?" 
The Democratic leader In foe 
House put it even better In a 
stirring, career-defining 
speech, Richard Gephardt 
implored his colleagues to put 


- aside “foe politics of slash- 
and-bum, " lest the dark forces 
of sexual inquisition consume 
■ America’s political system. . 
“Our founding fathers created 
a system of government of 
men, not of angels." If we 
keep demandin g cfanda r riff of 
morality unobtainable by 
mere mortals,” be said, “we 
will see our seats of govern- 
ment lay empty” 

This is a dire warning, and 
an urgent one. The US has now 
impeached a President for 
only the second time in its his- 
tory for an act that arose from 
an embarrassing, paltry 

unmnwynmah iri and rangon - 
s ualflmg . This same episode 
has also cost the Republicans 
two Leaders: Mr Livingston 
and Newt Gingrich, who 
resigned after foe poor' 
Republican performance at 
last month’s Zippergate elec- 
tions. 


"TT HREE other Republicans 
I have been outed as adul- 
I terers. partly thanks to 
thq enterprising work of 
Lany Flynt, the publisher of 
Hustler magazine, who is 
offering cash-for-dirt on any 
politician who hypocritically 
espouses family values. 
Hustler Is reportedly set to 

pour another bucket of «irm<» 

' on a Republican poll 
this week. 

fgjty So reputations are 

gjffg destroyed, a presidency 

g indelibly st? fried by what 

one observer called “the 
DNA of impeachment", 

5 and a witch-hunt is in fiill 
f swing. A longer-range 
r worry is what happens with 
V the next president, perhaps 
a Republican. Won't the 
Democrats be hungry for 
revenge? Won’t impeachment, 
once foe nuclear-button of 
American politics, become 
not a last resort but a 
A, procedure? 

Bowwill Washington 
uKr stop foe insanity which, 
pans show; continues to 
' appall the rest of America? 
That along with the fateof Bill 
Clinton; isnowin the hands cf 
the 100 members of thfl US 
Senate. They can save him— 
and perhaps even themselves. 
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What’s been 
achieved? 

And what happens now? 

THE PRIME Minister urges us to fed. 
safer”. The bombing has stopped and 
Saddam is pronounced weakened. It’s a 
proposition that has literally to be true, even 
if only a fraction of the British and 
American bombs and misRijps their 
targets. This is the “degradation” promised 
last Wednesday, which by official reports 
will take years to replace. 

But who really feels safer? It’s not just the 
person in the street’s questions about the 
relative invulnerability of nbemical and 
biological weapons. Iraqi civilians are 
hardly more secure, facing as they do both 
intensified sanctions together with (no 
paradox according to the Foreign Secretary) 
new efforts to deliver h umanitarian njri 
How many more will have to die, either 'at 
Saddam’s hands or in pursuit of a strategy 
that comes mighty close to making a desert 
and calling it peace? The anxiety is global, 
too. During the past week the pent 
uncertainties of the post-Cold War world 
have exploded along with bombs in 
Baghdad, unleashing profound doubts about 
the American order that has replaced bi- 
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polar freeze. For some it has been the way in 
which the language of international legality 
has been used when what we are witnessing 
is the assertion of the interests of the 
United States, interests with which we and 
the Russians and Chinese are of course 
more or less complitit American self- 
absorption makes thing s worse. Here is a 
super power projecting military force half 
way around the globe in a fit of absence of 
mind. Some world order, when. Russian 
diplomacy consists in large measure of 
petulance and Europe, not for the first time, 
is characterised, by confusion and non- 
communication. As for the United Nations, 
Cynosure still of so many hopes, Secretary 
General Kofi Annan has lost authority 
Unscom's personnel and mission are 
clouded; it hardly helps for the Government 
to start insinuating there wasn’t much 
Unscom could' tell us ; that signals 
intelligence and remote sensing can’t As for 
the Security Council, it is hard to see if and 
when it can function again as an embryonic 
world governing body It seems oddly late in 
the game for the prime minister to talk 
about achieving a broad 'consensus in it 
The prevailing sense of insecurity has been 
compounded by the war’s disproportions. If 
the end game is replacing Sa ddam, the 
connection between . bombs and the 
convoluted politics of that transition is less 
obvious. Yesterday foreign and Defence 
Secretaries were on parade Shouldn’t the 


‘Riefenstahl is now the 
world’s most prominent 
unrepentant Nazi* 

Brian Winston, Letters 


Chancellor have been out front too. How 
much extra money (at what cost to the 
Government’s domestic commitments) will 
this “advanced” role for the United 
Kingdom in the Gulf really amount to. Did 
the. 1998 de fe nce review really prepare* 
British taxpayers to assume global 
policeman’s responsibilities? 

Money is not the only cost of Operation 
Desert fox. The foreign Secretary, talks of 
building new partnerships, after the event. 
It’s not to be a little Englander to point out 
that the commercial and security interests 
of other countries are as engaged with the 
Middle East and the Gulf and the fact that 
Britain was the colonial power on the 
Euphrates ought to be the reason for more 
not less involvement by other powers. Tony 
Blair ta lk s of the fallacy of saying, if yon 
can’t remove Saddam then there is nothing 
to be dona But what’s to be done must 
involve much more than military action. 
One reason why President Clinton’s infir- 
mity is so unfortunate is that there is now 
even less likelihood of defining security in 
the Middle East in the only way that makes 
long-term sense, that is by including Israel 
as part author of the disequilibrium and 
part-solution: for President Clinton in one 
and the same week to appear at Gaza, offer- 
ing something like a new start and then to 
resort to unilateral action in another Arab 
state is only to register the scale of the lost 
opportunity: ' 


Tony Blair has lately worn the clothes of 
leadership with some style, carefully 
avoiding Thatcherite triumphalism. But the 
glamorous, cameras-outside-Number-Ten- 
phase is ending. He has a new battle to fight 
— to convince. Britain is committing to a 
long-term anomalous forward-offensive 
role. What is the point? 

Don’t impeach him 

The issue is proportionality 

BILL Clinton, the first president this cen- 
tury to be impeached by Congress, has 
promised to fight on until “the last hour of 
the last day” of his term. Is. he right to 
resist the Republican onslaught? 
Absolutely A Senate trial may paralyse an 
already benumbed and debilitated White 
House, but Republican hardliners are pos- 
ing a far greater constitutional threat to 
the US than the discredited incumbent. 
Infidelity is not ad impeachable offence 
Indeed, as yet another congressional fig- 
ure, speaker-elect Bob Livingstone, 
resigned following revelations of his infi- 
delity, even the man who presided over the 
house judiciary committee's impeachment 
hearings, Henry Hyde, somewhat belatedly 
warned members not to confuse private 
acts with “the conduct of public office”. 


Precisely but why did it take the exposure 
of sins within Republican ranks to estab- 
lish this fundamental political principle? 
There is indeed a sexual McCarthyism 
developing in America which Is as insidi- 
ous and, in its way as damaging as the 
witchhunt for communists four decades 
ago. 

Clinton has in many ways been a serious 
disappointment. The hopes he engendered 
at the beginning of his first term for a fairer 
society evaporated as he embraced the 
Republican agenda to win his second term. 
But this too is not an impeachable offence. 
Future historians will undoubtedly heap 
condemnation on his head, but they will 
save their most serious censure for a 
Republican majority in the lower house, 
which used its sheer numbers to push 
through its partisan impeachment vote. 
Clinton has, of course, dissembled and lied. 
The question is one of proportionality: 
should he be impeached as president or 
prosecuted for perjury once he has left 
office? His offences surely fall short of the 
-high crimes and misdemeanours” 
required for an impeachment Censure him 
now and prosecute him later; by all means, 
but the Senate must step back from the 
grave step of impeachment 


,t rescue 
ititution 





Councillors 
taking the rise 

I CANNOT believe that 
I Westminster Council is 
proposing to make payments 
to those involved in the 
“homes for votes” scandal 
(Council shelves pay-o£fe, 
December 18). I was made 
redundant by the council in 
1988 and accepted the terms 
then offered — only to he told 
five years later that a mistake 
had been made and my pen- 
sion was reduced by over 
£1,000 a yean The compensa- 
tion I was offered, after long 
negotiations by Unison, was 
somewhat less than the 
£185,000 you report being 
offered to Barry Legg or the £1 
million put aside for Shirley 
Porter. 

Nova Atkinson. 

Woking. 

1 A /HEN people criticise the, 
VV rite to the BBC licence 
lbe (News in briet December . 
16) they should also consider 
the happily accepted profit 
margins enjoyed by the con- 
sumer industries that buy 
advertising time to private- 
sector broadcasting; by com- 
parison, £100 per annum for 
the BBC’s services offers 
exemplary value tor money 
compared to the amounts 
accrued from us by the chiefs 
of the major financial 
investors involved to indepen- 
dent television. 

Julian Firth. 

London. 

\ A /HAT were your readers 
V V supposed to understand 
tor the reference to your 
leader (December 19) to “the 
Germanic notion" of a “law of 
nations"? The German for 
“international law”, is “volk- 
errecht", a straight transla- 
tion of the long established 
term “jus gentium", or as it 
appears to that classic text by 
the late J L Brieriey The Law 
of Nations. Charitably one 
might judge your remark 
unworthy of your newspaper 
DJ Bentley 
London. 

S O association with an 
organisation which seeks 
to advance the cause of 
human rights law is regarded 
as a form of bias on the part of 
a judge (Pinochet ruling set 
aside by Lords, December 18). 
Remarkable given the attitude 
which ban been taken by the 
judiciary towards Free- 
masonry 

Dr Trevor Cunaow. 

Lancaster. 


Battle rages over Iraq 


H OW do we know what 
really happened in Iraq? 
We got an official 
account from the govern- 
ments of Britain and the 
United States. But they were 
the attackers and concerned 
to justify their aggression. We ' 
got journalists* accounts from 
Baghdad. But — as they them- 
selves rightly pointed out — 
they were under Iraqi control 
and allowed to see only what 
the Iraqi government wanted 
them to see. Since our only 
two sources were therefore 
tainted. Operation Desert Fox 
looks like qualifying as the 
most poorly-reported war 
since 1914-18, 

Phillip Kwfg htley. . 

London. 


I self-respect, he should resign 
bis post as UN Secretary 
General It is not sufficient for 
him just to describe the illegal 
military action taken by the . 
US and Britain agai ns t Iraq as 
a sad day for the UN. For four 
days be sat tight-lipped while 
bombs and missiles rained on 
Iraq. It Is now clear why 
Western superpowers favour 
candidates from the develop- 
ing world to OH the post of 
UN Secretary General They 
are easily bypassed and seem 
to ignore insults while ding- 
ing to the trappings of office. 

Even someone like Richard 
Butler found it easy to side- 
line Annan and to confer with 
US representatives at the UN 
instead, when it come to the 
withdrawal of foe Unscom 
Inspectors from Baghdad. He 
otodously knows where the 
real power lies. In the current 
world climate, the UN is In 
urgent needof reform in 
order to regain Its credibility 
In its present form we have to 
ask whether such an impotent 
and easily manipulated organ- 
isation is worth retaining. 

Dr Peter Kandela. 

Staines, Middx. 

V/OUR correspondent 
T Richard Tbsswlll 
(December 19) makes the 
Hi g hl y pertinent observation 
that numerous letters have 
objected to our air strikes, but 
virtually all ten to propose a 
credible alternative. Mr 
Tosswjll ftiflimg that some 
action is called for and what 
should that be? Let me suggest 
a less damag in g alternative. 
Do nothing. There is no obvi- 
ous reaction to the Infuriating 
dilemmas as presently posed 


by Saddam. Rnt , flip dflummac 

are (for those other than the 
Iraqi population) merely infu- 
riating. Demands for action 
simply because Saddam's 
regime is deceitful and infuri- 
ating is a prescription for dis- 
aster — and Britain is now 
compounding, in the most 
horrible fashion, the misery 
already Imposed on the Iraqis 
by their leader and by UN 
sanctions. A do no thin g policy 
does not appear heroic, but 
the Government’s and your 
correspondent’s mantra that 
some action is called for Is a 
simplistic and dangerous me 
— jurt ask the civilians who 
are having tons of explosive 
poured on them by the hubris- 
tic and gung-ho politicians. 

Dr Gerald de Lacey 
London. ; 

THEleft of the Labour Party 
■ I never miss an opportunity 
to criticise their government 
Given that thee is general 
agreement that Iraq possesses 
weapons of mass destruction, 
they offer no constructive 
alternative to (lie way to 
which the Government has 
acted; the left haven’t said 
what they would da Surely 
even they don’t believe you 1 

can negotiate with such an 
evQ dictator? Perhaps they 
can tell us why Saddam is 
stockpiling weapons if it’s not 
to use them in. the future. 

After all he’s killed and 
maimed innocent people in 
the past in his own country i 
and in Kuwait 
Eric MandeL 
Malmesbury Wiltshire. 

M Y concern is the attitude 
of the Iraqi population. I 
am German-bom and remem- 
ber well enough from the sec- 
ond world war how; under the 
perception of foreign aggres- 
sion and in isolation, the peo- 
ple rally round their leader; 
because he is all they have got 
Military action against a 
nation won’t bring the fall of 
their leader any nearer: 
Anyway how can the US and 
UK governments take it upon 
themselves to single out one 
cruel, treacherous and power- 
hungry leader before the 
many others whose deeds 
make no nicer reading than 
Saddam’s?. 

Marianne Peters. 

Manchester: 

B ishop Richard Harries in 
his Thought for the Day 
message to the nation (Radio 


Royal stiteh-up 



R ight-thinking pep- ! 
pie must all be greatly 
relieved that the future 
of the House of Lords 
is to be settled not by the 
machinations of power-hum, 
gry politicians but by one tf. 
those disinterested colloquies ; 
of the great and the good, a i 
royal commission. Where i 
politicians are by nature self- 
serving, royal commissions 
are elevated and detached* 
What purer proof can you find 
than the fact that Margaret 


Thatcher did not appoint a 
single royal commission, for 
fear that one might come up 
with answers she did not like? 
So out of the process now 
ann ounced Is bound to come 
the best devisable blueprint 
for a aist-century second 
chamber. 

Perhaps. 

When you look at the record 
of royal commissions and 
their slightly less eminent 
cousins, departmental com- 
missions of inquiry a rather 
less spotless pattern emerges. 
Some such inquiries — partic- 
ularly under Harold Wilson, 
who used them a lot — were 
clearly contrived to produce 
the answers which ministers 
bad already arrived at Wilson 
set up the Fulton committee 
on the civil service and gave it 
12 members, hut its composi- 
tion was probably brat 
described as Norman (later 
Lord) Crowther Hunt and U 
others. ...... 

Hunt was a Wilson confi- 
dant he was the only full-time 
member of the team; he, along 


with the secretary wrote the 
report Three years later 
Richard Crossman set up a 
committee on one-parent Cam- 
flies under a lawyer called 
Morris Finer who he thought 

would swiftly arrive at the 
“obvious" answer — ie the one 
he flavoured himaelf. Soon 
Grossman began to complain 
about the time finer was tak- 
ing. The inquiry lasted almost 
five years and by the time it 
reported Crossman was dead. 

. Not every attempt to do this 
succeeds. Margaret Thatcher 
set up a departmental commit- 
tee on the BBC, entrusting the 
rhairmanKhip tO a Staunch 
free-marketer When its 
membership was announced, 
one Thatcherite backbencher 

eo ter forgot himself as to pro- 
claim to the House that the 
choice of this chairman 
ensured It would reach the 
correct solution: ie broadcast- 
ing would be Thateherised. 
But it didn’t More recently 
the Banham Commission on 
local government was vigor- 
ously pointed towards the abo- 


4, December 18.) updates the 
Just War theory with the doc- 
trine of “moral necessity 1 *. 

The real problem about this 
episcopal blessing of the Iraqi 
bombings by the UK and US is 
that it dofesn’t address at aH 
the “moral necessities” erf 
what is going to happen now 
the present “activity” has 
ceased. Unscom’s chapter has 
ended with the Ukellhiood of 
the Iraqi T«wrterqhlp problem 
still being unsolved— what 

next? 

The moral support and , 

encouragement of the Iraqi 
opposition parties should be 
our prime concern. 

Cation David Partridge. 
Clergy Against 
Nuclear Arms. 

O NCE there was a quaint* . 

dd fashioned political,- ;; 
theory called balance of ' 
powee With the collapse of 
the Soviet Union what Is to be 
done now torestrain the mili- 
tary juggernaut thatAmerica 

has become? 

The UN Secretary is . 
insulted; the Security Council 
treated with contempt China 
and Russia protest in vai . The 
CUnton-Blair alliance is suffo- 
catingly smug and repressive 
in its complacency 
Don Feasey. 

Manchester 

M artin Bell's rhetorical 
question as to who 
appointed us and the United 
States to act as the world’s 
deputy and chief sheriffs (I’d 
shoot the sheriff and his 
deputy too, December 19) is 
inapt 

The bombing of Iraq was a . 
grim necessity precisely 

because no sheriffe exist 
there Is no supranational 
organisation that exercises 
supreme and acknowledged 
sovereignty among states. It 
Is, moreover; undesirable that . 
any such authority should 1 

exist, for democracy is 
strongest when it embodies 
local tradition and custom. 

In an anarchic world order, 
the United Nations acts as an 
international — not suprana- 
tional — body that can autho- 
rise its members to use force, 
but does not use force itself 
Iraq has demonstrably vio- 
lated UN Security Council res- 
olutions and betrayed the 
agreement that Mr Bell's 
friend, Kofi Annan, had bro- 
kered. 

Oliver Kamm. 

London. 


O THER commissions 
seem genuinely to 
have been put there 
to resolve knotty 
issues that politics could not 
settle. The RoskOl 
Commission on the third 
London airport, following the 
logic of its evidence, flavoured 
an InTjanri site at CublfogtOIl, 

Bucks, and rejected a dashing 
plan to site it on Maplin Sands 
on the Essex coast Roakill 
had earlier targeted three 
inland sites — the others were 
at Nuthampstead, Herts, and 
Thudeigb, Beds. All would 
have blighted traditional 
Conservative country One 
day a senior government min- 
ister was preparing to open a 
golf course to one of the 
stricken areas when one of 
the local MPs halted him in , 



Leni Riefenstahl continues 
to be a focus of controversy 


Straw is wrong on terrorism law 


I Government to extend the 
remit of the terrorism laws 
(Straw broadens law against 
terrorism, December 18) have 
anumber of dangerous conse- 
quences. One of these is the 
government suggestion that 
the law on “proscription" 
might he extended beyond ter- 
rorism relating to Northern 
Ireland. Under the Prevention 
of Terrorism Act it is a crimi- 
nal offence to be a member of 
certain organisations that 
have been proscribed by the 
Government Liberty believes 
that only actions should be 
subject to criminal sanctions 
and imprisonment, not mere 
indications of support or 
involvement in political 
organisations: freedom of 
expression and assembly are 
too important in any democra- 
tic society to be eroded in this 
way Under the general law it 
is already a criminal offence 
to aid and abet another to 
commit an offence. 

It is notoriously difficult for 
the police to obtain evidence 


Liberal attack 

O ADLY; it is not the first 
Otime that Nobel Laureate 
Rigoberta Menchu has come 
under attack in the liberal 
press (Writer of wrongs, G2, 
December 16). You ignored 
two fundamental points. 

Rigoberta MenchCt did not 
receive the Nobel Prize for her 
book. She spent many years to 
exile working for peace in 
Guatemala and for indigenous 
rights worldwide. Your read- 
ers should be aware of Philip 
Stoll's work Between Two 
Armies in which he used a 
similar technique of inter- 
views to justify the theses that 


lition of county councils and a 
system of unitary authorities. 
Bat Sir John was also told to 
consult public opinion, which 
turned out not to like this 
idea. In the end, nearly all the 
counties survived. 


mid-swing. “You realise," he 
said, “that if you buftd the 
third airport here, all of this 

will be lost?" The statesman 
lowered his dub. "Won’t hap- 
pen,” he confided- “Too many 
marginal seats at stake." The 
Conservatives rejected Roakill 
and went for an airport on 
Maplin Sands, where mar- 
ginal seats would be less of a 
problem since half of the 
threatened area would be 
under the sea. 

That is the trouble with 
politically innocent commis- 
sions. What you get when you 
try to build something ele- 
vated and detached is too 
often a castle in the air: 

The Jenkins committee on 
voting reform which was 
charged with selecting the 
best alternative system to 
First Past the Post was much 
more grubbily pragmatic. It 

tailored its wnmiWTiriaHnnc 
to the known proclivities of 
the Labour and Liberal 
Democrat leaderships and to 
whatmight be got through the 
Commons. IPs a sign of the 


of membership of proscribed 
organisations because such 
organisations rarely have 
membership lists. When it 
rushed through more terror- 
ism legislation to the summer, 
the Government “salved" this 
problem by ensuring that the 
police no longer need any evi- 
dence to convict individuals of 
this offence. The mere opinion 
of a police officer combined 
with a refusal to answer police 
questions Is now sufficient. 
This is a significant departure 
from our traditional criminal 
justice system. 

The idea that this law 
should be extended is shock- 
ing. There is a danger that it 
will make criminals of those 
who campaign for democracy 
or human rights abroad. 

There is also a risk that 
animal rights or anti-roads 
campaigners will commit a 
crime merely by associating 
with members of a group 
which the Home Secretary 
has proscribed. 

John Wadhaxn. 

Director; Liberty 


the guerrilla movement to 
Guatemala was as responsible 
for the Mayan genocide of the 
early 1990s as the Guate m ala n 
army 

These interviews were with 
the people who had stayed in 
the Guatemalan villages, 
ignoring those who had gone 
into exile or the fact that a dif- 
ferent opinion might have 
been given to the tens of thou- 
sands who were killed. 

We should all be wary of 
the use of anthropology to 
promote a rather skewed ideo- 
logical vision of the 
Guatemalan tragedy 
Giampiero AlhadeffL 
Secretary general. 

Solldai; Belgium. 


sedation of the British politi- 
cal system since Bl&ir that the 
way the Jenkins process 
evolved hasn't been more com- 
plained about 

So perhaps one should not 
dismiss out of hand a com- 
plaint in last Wednesday’s 
Dally Telegraph from the for- 
mer Conservative leader to 
the Lords, Lord Cranborne, 
that Tony Blair flavoured an 
upper chamber which was 
four-fifths nominated, and the 
rqyal co mmiss ion he’d 
promised might be tilted 
towards that solution. I hope 
that his assessment of Blair’s 
aspirations, for which 
Cranborne provided no evi- 
dence, is a monstrous 
calumny 

On the other hand, he has 
just been engaged in all those 
clandestine contacts which 
led to the deal that caused 

William TTflgtTP to sark hjm, 

and he must have heard a 
thing or two there. At the very 
least, this needs watching. 
You can’t be too careful: such 
things have happened before. 


'"THE point of Leni Riefen- 
I stahl is a simple one — 
either you have a taste for fas- 
cist aesthetics or you don't 
(Letters. December 19). It 
pains me to note that Kevin 
Brownlow. easily one of cin- 
ema’s greatest historians, 
apparently has such a teste 
and is prepared to defend the 
indefensible to consequence. 

Rlefenstahl's Tiefiand, to 
which he refers, was made 
using Romany extras from a 
holding camp in Austria who 
were all returned to the con- 
centration camp system after 
filming. Most of them did not 
survive This sort of incident 
constitutes the case for her 
Nazi complicity 

But what is equally impor- 
tant is that Tiefiand is also 
one of the worst movies ever 
made beyond camp in its 
turgidity Its quality alone 
even without the evil that 
lurks behind it, is quite 
enough to justify the end of 
her career as a film director 
But she should never have 
worked as a director at aH All 
this rubbish about her genius 
really ought to stop. Multiple 
cameras on the major docu- 
mentaries reduce her 
“auteurist" claims to editing, 
and there we find that the con- 
cept of “endless repetition" 
takes on a new mop in g - In 
Triumph Of The Will, for 
example, 17 minutes of march 
past is followed by umpteen 
minutes of another march 
past 

But don’t worry the endless 
speeches covertly Justifying 


Hitler's “Night of the Long 
Knives”, when the SA leader- 
ship was destroyed, are yet to 
come. And then there’s going 
to be lots more marching. Of 
course, pointing a camera at 
hundreds of thousands of 
men in close formation yields 
images fas cinating to the fas- 
cist in all of us; but from the 
film-malring point of view it 
really Isn't that hard- In fact, 
how could you fail? Although 
she does come close because of 
her complete inability to pace 
her material Riefenstahl was 
never a member of the Nazi 
Party But that is because 
Goebbels' preference was for 
all artists to pretend to Inde- 
pendence. 

The notion that she to any 
way resisted the regime is 
ludicrous. She is now the 
world’s most prominent unre- 
pentant Nazi, a focus for far 
right-wing enthusiasms. 
Unlike In gmar Bergman 
(whom Brownlow cites), she 
has never disclaimed her con- 
nection with Hitler On the 
contrary It is distressing to 
find Kevin Brownlow in the 
company of her apologist 
Prof Brian Winston. 

School of Communications 
Westminster University 

We do not publish letters where 
only an e-mail address is 
supplied; please include a lull 
postal address. We may edit 
letters: shorter ones are more 
likely to appear. We regret we 
cannot acknowledge those not 
used. Please provide a 
reference to the relevant article. 
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Sir Alan Hodgkin 


The Guardian Monday December 23. 1998 


The Nobel art of science 


S ir Alan Hodgkin, 
who ha«> died aged 
84, was a scientist 
of unusual 
breadth, a Nobel 
Laureate In physi- 
ology and medicine, a physi- 
cist and biochemist, and an 
innovator in the electronics of 
measurement As a quietly 
influential Master of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, as presi- , 
dent of the Royal Society and, 
for 13 years, as Chancellor of : 
the University of Leicester, he j 
was also among the most effec- 
tive scientific administrators 
of our time. 

Tall, reticent profound, 
exacting yet good humoured, 
stfli handsome and distinctly 
patrician even in old a ge , he 
was warmed by a touch of 
romanticism, by the full 
breadth of culture, and by 
true imagination. He detested 
humbug, pretence and ritual, 
yet was always polite, even In 
extreme circumstances a nd 
even to investigative Journal* 
Lsts. He expressed both his 
Quaker upbringing and the 
Influence of his family one of 
the most notable in Britain for 
Its personalities, scholarship 
and mild eccentricity 
Sir Alan shared the 1963 
Nobel Prize with his one-time 
student, collaborator and life- 
time friend Andrew Huxley 
Between them, they unrav- 
elled the complex sub- 
millisecond electrochemistry 
underlying the transmission 
of Impulses along neural 
fibres. That a share of the 
prize also went to the 
Australian physiologist John 
Bedes, who, in the 1930s, had 
strongly opposed new theo- 
ries, was seen by some scien- 
tists as a matter of 
controversy 

Two fundamental issues 
were involved. Before the 
1930s the nervous system was 
regarded as a hard-wired net- 
work, in which neural pulses 
were entirely electrical trav- 
elling along fibres and across 
neural junctions, the 
synapses, as in a conductor 
In the 1930s, against the 
opposition or Sccles. among 
others, Henry Dale and his 
colleagues demonstrated that 
transmission across the 
synapses is chemical (the 
release of acetylcholine). As a 
post-graduate student Sir 
Alan recalled hearing this 
issue debated energetically at 
Cambridge by Dale and Eccles 
and, in the end, coming down 
firmly on Dale's side. 
’‘Ecdes,” he wrote later “put 
up a good defence; but acetyl- 
choline won the day" This 
was a controversy however; in 


which Hodgkin never became 
involved, for his work was 
concerned with neural axons, 
not synapses. In any case the 
Cambridge of the early 1930s, 
when be was a student, 
seethed with scientific ideas 
and controversies. This was 
the era of Rutherford, 
Eddington, Hardy J J Thomp- 
son (Master of Trinity), 
Gowland Hopkins, Wittgen- 
stein, Adrian, Needham and 
many others of the front rank. 
It Is str iking that, even in this 
context, Hodgkin was a bril- 
liant student, one who loved 
Cambridge as intensely as he 
h ad disliked much of early 
schooling. It seems, in retro- 
spect, almost inevitable that 
decades later; and ami d Inter- 
national acclaim, he would he 
able to so arrange his life as to 
become Master of Trinity 
Scholarship was the family 
graiL Dorothy Crowfoot 
Hodgkin, who won the 
Physics Nobel Prize in 1964 for 
her x-ray diffraction studies of 
proteins, was his cousin. His 


This advance is 
fundamental to 
understanding 
our nervous 
system and the 
biochemistry 
of diseases. It 
won him a 
Nobel Prize 


grandfather was Thomas 
Hodgkin, a leading historian 
during the 19th century and a 
man who loved Northumber- 
land. FOr several years he 
lived with his family in the 
unrestored keep of Bam burgh 
Castle — until the Sitwell fam- 
ily rented them their castle at 
Barmoor. 

The connections are deep- 
rooted. His father George, 
was the nephew of the histo- 
rian's namesake — Dr 
Thomas Hodgkin, the physi- 
cian and anatomist who pio- 
neered the use of the 
stethoscope In Britain, and 
who, in a discerning paper 
described the form of lym- 
phatic cancer now universally 
called Hodgkin's Disease. 
With laughter persistently 
threatening to break through 
the Quaker facade, this circle 
and background was one of 


extreme talent and critical 

good humour By diffusion 
and hard wait — and in spite 
of the premature death of his 

father in India rinrin g thg first 

world war — it ensured that 
Alan went up from Gresham 
School to Cambridge on a 
scholarship. He had already 
determined to focus on scien- 
tific research. 

Sir Alan’s tether had been 
unable to study medicine 
because of eye problems and, , 
in default, practised civil and 
marine engineering. Al- 
though it is. not recorded, 
there seems little doubt that 
he hoped that Alan would 
become a physician. But when 
Alan went up to Cambridge 
for interview he was already 
thinking of a future in physi- 
ology and biochemistry He 
was surprised, on acceptance, 
to he advised to spend as much 
time as he could on physics 
ami mathematics Years later 
he said that, although it was 
difficult he took this advice 
seriously and it proved to be of 
crucial importance to his 
careen 

He turned out to he very 
good at both, which explains 
why at the outbreak of the 
second world war, he was 
quickly roped in by the gov- 
ernment's scientific adviser; 
Frederick r.imtemann (Vis- 
count Cherwell), to take part 
In the development of air- 
borne radar Over the next few 
years he worked alongside 
Hanbury Brown, Bernard 
Lovell Taffy Bowens and oth- 
ers in the sometimes danger- 
ous, sometimes triumphant 
but always stressed and often 
gloomy secret war of the air . 

Since he was already work- 
ing on neural transmission it 
might be thoug ht he should 
have been roped in to develop 
countermeasures for nerve 
gases. But at this time neither 
Britain nor America knew 
that German scientists had, 
by accident came across the 
first nerve agents in 1937, and 
that these were already being 
stockpiled for military use. 
The Germans, mistakenly and 
fortunately for the Allies, 
believed that Britain already 
had them and therefore were 
afraid of massive reprisals 
had they used them. 

Since Alan Hodgkin was a 
dedicated Quaker, his involve- 
ment in military research of 
any kind requires explana- 
tion. He had spent a lot of 
time with family friends in 
Germany in the 1930s learn- 
ing the language, which was 
essential far anyone studying 
science. His first-hand experi- 
ences of the Nazi regime, its 
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Hodgkin... being installed as Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, in 1963 


brutal oppression of minori- 
ties and phoney genetics, led 
him to set aside his Quaker 
pacifism in 1939. 

That the wartime years 
occupy almost a third of his 
autobiography Chance And 
Design, with its detail of suc- 
cessive airborne radar 
des ig ns, reveals their impor- 
tance to him. These were the 
years which buttressed his 
understanding of physics and 
electronics, and somehow 
define d his future. In 1944, 
after a transatlantic pursuit of 
several years, Marlon 


“Marni" Rous, daughter of an 
American academic who 
knew Cambridge well, agreed 
to marry him. This was, and 
throughout his life remaine d, 
a marriage of extraordinary 
importance and power; This 
was also the period during 
which, he determined to con- 
tinue the line of research 
already started with Andrew 
Huxley and' which, 20 years 
later, would result in the 
Nobel Prize. 

These studies of the nature 
of nerve impulses called for 
measurements of the diffe r. 


ence in electrical potential 
between the inside and out- 
side of a single nerve fibre 
and were at the limits of 
physics and electronics. 
Hodgkin began the studies on 
his own in the mid-1980s, 
using single axons from the 
common shore crab, whose 
nerve fibres have a diameter 
of two to three microns (thou- 
sandths . of a millimetre). 
Through a Rockefeller grant 
awarded on the basis of his 
fellowship thesis, he went first 
to New York and then, to 
Woods Hole Laboratory where 


he met and worked with K S | 
Cole, then leading the world in 
the techniques needed for 
such studies. 

Hodgkin's recollections of 
this pre-war journey to the US 
— crossing the Atlantic' on 
board the U5$ Manhattan in 
the company of his beautiful 
friend Phyllis Gill, a fellow 
post-graduate student with a . 
large following of admirers at 
Trinity known collectively as 
the Phyfiistines — reads like a 
chapter from Agatha Christie. 
Phyllis a n d Alan had shared 
temily holidays and he some- 
how felt that he had won her. 
But the beaatifhl Phyllis was 
unwell on arrival in New 
York, went straight off to 
Canada, and promptly mar- 
ried somebody else — leaving 
him in some distress. There 
were clear rewards however. 
Phyllis was a violinist who 
stimulated Alan’s lifelong 
interest in ~wnisin l and th ik 
was the trip on which he met J 
and fell in love with MaraL 

In . the nwanHmo, under 1 
Cole, he learned how to dis- 1 
sect giant axons from the 
squid, fibres which are hbout I 
SO times the diameter of those | 
of the crab, and hence much | 
easier to handle and study 


W ith this exper- 
tise and, fhnnVg 
to Cole, much 
better measur- 
ing -equipment 
thjin he had betel able to 
assemble at Cambridge, 
Hodgkin returned to Britain 
in 1939 and, in August, began 
the . collaborative experiments 
with Huxley Although 
stopped by the war almost 
before they bad started,- the 
work was picked up again in 
1945. when Huxley became 
assistant research director of 
the department of physiology 
at Cambridge. 

The centred questions in his 
own research were how do 
neural signals travel along the 
fibre; how Is the electrical 
potential produced, and are 
any misting theories right? 
Hodgkin discovered that the 
electrical impulses travelling 
along nerve fibres have a peak 
potential greater than the 
resting potential difference 
between the inside and out- 
side of the fibre, which Is a 
kind of biochemical “battery" 
produced by storage of potas- 
sium ions. 

This eliminated the most 
favoured theory of the time, 
that the pulse was simply a 
travelling “permeability leak" 
— a "short" — between the 
inside and outside of the 
fibre. Using equipment which 


in some ways derived from the 
radar days (and which, cou- 
pled with improved under- 
standing of nerve signals, has 
subsequently formed the 
ba <8 is of much m ed ical diag- 
nostic equipment) Hodgkin 
and Huxley magnified single 
axon impulses a million-fold. 
They displayed these signals, 
'stretched out in time, on cath- 
ode ray tubes. In parallel they 
studied the sub-millisecond 
electrical biochemistry going 
on Inside the fibre. Their tech- 
niques stretched the limits of 1 
technical possibility 
Yel by the mid-195Gs, they 
were able to demonstrate 
beyond doubt that nerve 
impulses employ elegant and 
extremely rapid electrochem- 
istry involving the comple- 
mentary movements of both 
potassium and sodium ions, 
which, in sequence, achieve a 
very brief electrical pulse of 
unexpectedly high potential 
This advance, although 
seemingly isolated and 
remote, is fundamental to 
understanding not only the 
way our nervous system 
works, hut in the study of the 
underlying biochemistry of 
diseases ineni v in g nmir ai mal- 
function. It won them a Nobel 
Prize. - - 

Sir Alan was Royal Society 
Fonlerton Research Professor 
at Cambridge from 1952-69, 
professor of biophysics from 
1970-81 and president of the 
Royal Society from 1970 to 
-1975.. Most of his. life was 
spent in Cambridge, at the 
Downing Street laboratories 
of which his love, in a com- 
plex way was tndlstingulsh- 
ahle from his love and 
involvement in the drive and 
spirit of the university; and in 
that of his family and home in 
nearby Pan ton Sreet. 

He was a profound student 
of nature, an ornithologist a 
traveller and communicator 
and, above all a man of great 
intellect compassion and sen- 
sibility Marni gave him three 
daughters and a son, 
Jonathan Alan, who studied 
science at Cambridge, worked 
there as a molecular biologist 
and who in 1990 was 
appointed a fellow of the 
Royal Society As Sir Alan 
might have said, family tradi- 
tions really matter. 

Anthony TUcker 

Sir Alan Lloyd Hodgkin, scien- 
tist, bom February 5, 1914; died 
December 20, 1998 

Anthony Tucker completed 
this obituary shortly before 
his own death 


Norman Adcock 


A Country Diary 


Italian soccer’s true Brit hero 


N orman adcock, who 
has died aged 75. was the 
first British footballer to 
play professionally in post- 
war Italy A prolific goal 
scorer as centre-forward for 
Padova, Tries tina and, ulti- 
mately Treviso, he might have 
risen still higher with Milan. 

The powerful Milanese club 
approached him during his 
most successful season, in 
1947-48, when his goals helped 
Padova to promotion from 
Serle B to Serie A. “They 
asked me how much T 
wanted." Adcock recalled, “I 
replied, £4,000. Milan agreed." 

The idea was that Adcock 
would operate at centre-for- 
ward between two former 
Arsenal players, Paddy Sloan, 
an Irish international, and the 
Icelander — and later govern- 
ment minister — Albert 
G u dmundss on. 

These two both joined 
Milan in the summer of 1948, 
but Padova officially 
protested that Adcock had 
been tapped during the sea- 
son. After an inquiry the 
Italian League president ruled 
that Adcock would officially 
become a Milan p Layer — but 
would stay with Padova on 
loan for the following season. 

Alas for Adcock. Milan then 
signed the formidable 
Swedish international centre- 
forward, Gunnar Nordahl 
later enrolling his equally 
gifted compatriots, Gunnar 
Gren and Nils Liedholm to 

form the illustrious &>cal]ed 
Grenoti trio. So Adcock moved 
on to Triestina. then a top 
division club, under the man- 
agership of a celebrated 
coach, the Trieste-born Nereo 

Rocco, wbo took Adcock with 
him to Treviso when be went 
there in 1950. “We got on 



Adcock ... all his own work 


well" said Adcock, "with 
many laughs. If I satisfied 
Nereo, I hadn’t done so bad." 

He started when stationed 
in Padua with the British 
army He played several times 
on the Padova Stadium and so 
impressed their president that 
he asked Adcock to join the 
club when he was demo- 
bilised. His league debut was 
made for them at home in 
Serie B on November 17, 1946. 
against Cremonese. He strug- 
gled for weeks but eventually 
started scoring goals. Padova 
duly gave him a two-season 
contract with a signing on fee 
of 650,000 lira. A generous 
“escape" allowed him to leave 
at the end of season 1947-48, 
receiving 60 percent of any 
transfer fee. Padova came sec- 
ond that season, top the next 
and were promoted. 

"The city went wild," 
remembered Adcock, who was 
the leading scorer of Serie B. 
"I did not realise at the time I 
was such a good player To 
think that one Englishman, 
surrounded by Italians, had 
made it on his own. and learnt 
the language with them." 

Italian fans have much 


longer memories than their 
English equivalents. In 
Padua. Adcock was never for- 
gotten and went back to Italy 
two or three times a year "I’m 
more popular now than when 
I was playing. I’m treated like 
royalty There is not another 
country in the world where, 
after 50 years, they would 
remember you with such 
affection, and still ask for 
your autographs. The youths 
are with their tethers, who tell 
them who I was. Tm speech- 
less at times. With the Veneto 
public, they will not let me 
pay for anything. Their gen- 
erosity Is out of this world. 
It’s the same every time I go 
there. When I complain they 
say “friendship means more to 
us than anything'. There is no 
answer to that” 

Adcock insisted he did 
everything on his own. He had 
no agent His sate ambition 
had been to be a professional 
footballer; achieved for him- 
self and for his mother; who 
had been widowed when he 
was 10. 

When he returned to 
England he saw out the tail- 
end of his career with the 
then non-league Peterborough 
United, retiring in 1983. He 
returned to his birthplace at 
Boston, Lincolnshire, where 
he lived a tranquil and com- 
fortable life with his wife. 
Obscure in England, so well 
remembered in Padua, his 
honourable career in Italy 
might have been better still, 
had he only managed to join 
Milan 

Brian GtemriBe 

Norman Adcock, footballer, 
bom February 21, 1923; died 
Decembers, 1998 


CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 


THE PLAY that Ian McCaskilL 
weatherman turned panto 
rogue, saw at the Courtyard 
Theatre, West Yorkshire 
Playhouse (My cultural life, 
page 2. Friday Review; 
December 18), was not The 
Cherry Orchard but The 
Seagull Mr McCaskiH is 
appearing in Puss In Boots at 
the Theatre Royal Windsor; 

THE NAME of the 
Birmingham school referred 
to in the second of our 


Lockerbie anniversary pages. 
Page ll. December 16, should 
have been King Edward VL 
not St Edward VI. 

THE AUTHOR of the enter- 
tainment, Spread It Abroad 
(1936) mentioned in the obitu- 
ary for Clive Richardson, page 
16, December 16, was Herbert 
Parjeon (not Farjeans). 

i THE FILM director men- 
tioned in a column on page 11, 
G2, December 17, was Rainer 


Werner Fassbinder (not 
Werner Rainer Fassbinder). 

It is the po licy of the Guardian 
to correct errors as soon as pos- 
sible. Please Quote date and 
page. Headers may contact the 
Readers' Editor by telephoning 
0171 239 9589 between Ham 
and 5pm. Monday to Friday, 
Letters to Readers' Editor; The 
Guardian, U9, Furringdon 
Road, London EClR 3ER. 
Fax: 0171 239 9897. E-malL 
reader@guardian.co.uk 


THE LAKE DISTRICT: 
Cloudless blue skies and daz- 
zling December sunshine over 
most of Lakeland, except for 
the 10-mile trough of 
Windermere shrouded in 
impenetrable fog. We were 
crossing the lake by the ferry 
on our way to a walk over 
Claife Heights and were grate- 
ful that the ferryman doesn't 
have to steex; since, nowadays, 
the draft hauls Itself across on 
cables. The few contours to 
Far Sawrey on the ter shore, 
were enough to lift us. up Into 
the sunshine again and the 
familiar walk past the tarns 
seemed especially delightful - 
Moss Ecdes Tarn, mirror- 
calm, with swans and many 
other water fowl and Wise 
Een Tarn and the Langdale 
and Coniston heights spread 
across the sky Years ago, 
there was little or nothing to 
see because of the crowded 
profusion of the trees: nowa- 
days, so enthusiastic has been 
the felling, you can look down 
the length of Windermere and 
across most of southern 
Lakeland. Unfortunately the 
cleared areas now lode not 
unlike those old photographs 
taken after battles in the first 
wo ild war but, hopefully time 
will heal the scars. On our 
way down a deer trotted 
across our path and a gaggle 
of geese swept north. 

A HARRY GRIFFIN 


Birthdays 




ICa 


and 


■Lila 

•i.r.w.nf!- 


rasiifi: 


PC offer 

with Nothing to Pay 

until the 

Year 200oHi 









Discover the magic of dg&al 
phatoepaphy this Christmas 
and take photos, which can be 
loaded hto your PC, 
manipiiatnd, Incorporated into 
your walk, printed or e-malled 
to your friends! 

h addtion to the Ofr* Camsra. 
Ms amazing ffemfy PC Package 
hdudea a top quaky printoc 
scamet speech recognUoa 
Internet pack, games pack. j 
business sute and much moral 
Evoiyainfl for just £898 +VAI 

Visa your local Time store M 
tobuynmrandpaynotNng M 
uaaihe new Itaenniun on H 




All 10 Hama tar] 






eBiBMis 


£ 1055S 




Chris Evert-Uoyd, tennis 
player; 44; Jane Fonda, 
actress, 61; Bertrand Gachot, 
racing driver; 36; Albert Lee, 
rock guitarist, 55; Geoff 
Lewis, racehorse trainer; 63; 
Margaret McGowan, profes- 
sor of French, University of 
Sussex, 67; Steve Perryman, 
footballer; 47; Anthony 
Powell, CH, novelist, 93; John 
Quayle, actor; 60: Sir John 
Quinton, chairman Premier 
League Football, 69; Walter 
Spanghero. rugby player; 55; 
Greville Starkey; jockey 59; 

Kelfer Sutherland, actor; 3% 
Michael Tllson Thomas, con- 
ductor; 54; Peter Unntewood, 
playwright 62; Sir Cyril 
Townsend, former Conser- 
vative MP, 61; Bob Worcester; 
chairman. Mori, 65. 
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Delays in tackling ‘dirty dozen’ exposes failure to invest 
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Still waiting ... passengers at Birmingham New Street, one of Railtrack’s unsolved trouble-spots 


PHOTOGRAPH: RICHARD LEArHAIR 


Railtrack under fire 


Keith Harper 
Transport Editor 


R AILTRACK’S fail- 
ure to invest in the 
national network 
was exposed last 
night when the firm 
admitted that it will take 
another six years Tor It to com- 
plete worts on its “dirty 
dozen", the 12 worst bottle- 
necks on Britain’s railway 
It revealed that it has cur- 
rently produced detailed 
plans for only two of the bot- 
tlenecks — on which some of 
the work will not be finished 
until 2005. Plans for the 
remaining 10 are due to be 
announced next year 
The best-known trouble 
spot is the £2.2 billion upgrad- 
ing of the west coast main line 
between London and Glasgow 
on which work has already 
started, and on which new 
trains will be running by 2002. 


The other projects include a 
£70 million improvement in 
and around Birmingham New 
Street station, on which work 
is expected to start over 
Christinas, and an upgrade of 
the busy line between 
Clapham junction in south 
London and Gatwick airport 

The official jargon for these 
trouble spots is “network 
capacity constraints’*, or the 
"critical top 12”. They are 
recognised as such because 
they "are affecting current 
performance and constrain- 
ing additional capacity”. 

The rail regulator has told 
Railtrack he wants to see a 7.5 
per cent improvement In its 
performance by the end of 
1999. He insists the company 
sets out detailed plans for 
achieving this when it issues 
its annual targets in March. 

Railtrack said: “We have yet 
to receive reports from all our 
regions. Some of them are 


being worked on. but we 
intend to remove these bottle- 
necks as quickly as possible.” 

The company seems likely 
to coma under renewed pres- 
sure to finish the job speedily 
from the chairman of the 
Government’s shadow strate- 
gic rail authority Deputy 
Prime Minister John Prescott 
hopes to make the chairman’s 

appointment by the end of 
January Since it was priva- 
tised almost three years ago, 
Railtrack has been continu- 
ally criticised by the Industry 
regulator for underinvesting 
in the industry 

With the exception of the 
Birmingham New. Street plan 
and the upgrading of the west 
coast main line, it was unable 

|The critical list 

1 VMwyn Garten CBytoWoohw 

Green- under ras/few 

2 Leeds station, considerable 
congestion -stAwxter review 

3 Ybrfc to Manchester, bad delays 
-sif wider review 

4 West London line, badly In need of 
extra capacity -stiuxler review 

5 Ctapham Junction to Gatwtck. 

“sheer voUne* ot services causing 
serious problems - st* tnder review 

8 Sewenoate to Otongton, 
congested suburban services 
-st* wider review 

7 London Bidge to Champ Crass. 
Thames8nkte^xjt3-sta under review 

8 Wtest coast main ina, £SL2 baton 
iSjgrarSng, ready In 2002-2005 

9 Bfnringhem, £70 mlSon revamp 
over the next two yeare 

10 Covenliy to Wtaiverhamptan, track 
widening -stSinder review 

11 Crewe to Manchester airport, 
track wfdentog; options being 
eDtamriad. 

12 Manchester PtocadDy - adtaoect 
area to station needtog mprowenant 
options being examriad 


to provide coatings for the 
remaining 10 projects yester- 
day Sir Robert Horton. 
Railtrack's chairman, says 
that by 2001 it will have spent 
£1 billion more on the railway 
than the ; rail watchdog 
expected. Brit, he yom have to 
tace a tougher regulator 
. The most recent regulafoj; 
John Swift, was sacked by Mr 
Prescott for being too soft on 
Railtrack. The Government is 
looking for a successor who 
can make the company more 
accountable to the taxpayer 
for its actions. 

The acting regulator; Chris 
Bolt, has told Railtrack that 
its profits as a private monop- 
oly are too high, and that he 
plans to set a 6 per cent cap on 
its returns. Railtrack will 
have to demonstrate that it is 
acting more urgently to get 
rid of the 12 bottlenecks or It 
could he fined for an invest- 
ment famine 


Halt is 
called 
to air 
wars 


David Gow 
industrial Editor 


S IR Richard Evans. 
British Aerospace chair- 
man. and JQrgen 
Schrempp, ultimate head of 
Dasa. the aerospace division 
of DalmlerChryslec have 
agreed a two-week “cooling- 
off period” in increasingly 
frantic talks to agree a merger 
between Europe’s hugest 
defence company and its 
German counterpart. it 
emerged last night 
The two chairmen have 
instructed their respective 
negotiators to go back to the 
drawing board In the new year 
after a series of Iast-minnte 
hltnhgg, including a dispute 
over voting rights and, not 
least, the intervention of GEC 
as a would-be partner Ger- 
man industry sources said. 

These latest manoeuvres in 
the struggle to restructure 
Europe’s aerospace and 
defence industry put enor- 
mous pressure on GEC to 
reveal its own strategy amid 
evidence that the company's 
board is planning a meeting 
this week, prehaps even today 
to finalise its options. 

GEC sources refused to 
c omment on the timing of any 
board meeting but confirmed 
that a £23 billion mega-merger 
between their company and 
BAe. effectively leaving Dasa 
to one side, was an option. 
"We are on the verge of mak- 
ing a decision but whether it's 
before or after Christmas is 
up to other people,” one said. 

City analysts believe GEC 
is more likely to conclude an 
alliance with one of the big 
American defence firms — 
Lockheed Martin, Northrop 
Gr umman or Raytheon — 
because teaming up with 
another defence electronics 
firm is said .to be six times 
more’ valuable to shareholders 
than, a “vertical" deal with 
BAe, which, Is primarily .a. 
platform builder But the com- 
pany has exerted more muscle 
on the European scene since 
Sir Roger Hum took over as 
chairman on December L 
These moves prompted Mr 
Schrempp last week to go over 
the heads of his chief negotia- 
tors, Manfred Bischofi, Dasa 
chairman, anil Eckhard 
Cordes. head of mergers and 
acquisitions and architect of 
this year’s merger between 
Daimler and Chrysler; the US 
car firm. Any GEC involve- 
ment via its Marconi defence 
electronics arm, would dilute 
Dasa’s stake in the merged 
firm. 


Big business decides that 
charity begins at home 


Hi-fi chain tops league table 
of givers, writes Julia Finch 


the 


HI-FI store chain and 
k the Bette rware house- 
hold goods firm are 

UK's most generous 

companies, according to a 
study published today 
The hi-fi group, Richer 
Sounds, has handed over an 
average of 11.5 per cent of 
its profits to good causes 
over the past three years, 
while Betterware — whose 
name is still synonomous 
with the army of door-to- 
door brush salesmen it 
once employed — ■ gave away 
nearly 10 par emit of its 
pre-tax profits. 

tn cash terms their gifts 
are not large. Richer 
Sounds has made average 
annual donations of 
£108,000 in the past three 
years, while Betterware 
has given an average of 
£125,000- 

The biggest corporate 
givers are drawn from 
among the UK’s most prof- 
itable and powerful compa- 
nies. 

The drugs group Glaxo 
Wellcome heads the list 
with average annual dona- 
tions of nearly £8 million, 
and a total of 20 companies 
support charities with do- 
nations of more than £1.5 
million a yean 
But. according to the 
Charities Aid Foundation, 
they are not the most gen- 
erous, because most the do- 
nations represent a tiny 
fraction of the relevant 
companies* profits. 

Glaxo’s huge handout, 
for Instance, is only 
0.33 per cent of its annual 
pre-tax profits. 

Only one company — the 
drinks and entertainment 
group Seagram —Qualifies 
a£ one of the biggest profit- 
makers and one of the most 


generous companies. Its 
£4.74 milli on average annu- 
al handout to charitable 
causes is more than 7 per 
cent of pre-tax profits. 

Last year charitable do- 
nations rose by nearly 
£14 million, with the top 
500 donors raising a total of 
£195 million, according to 
the CAF. 

The foundation is estab- 
lishing a Generosity Index 
which will be published 
each Christmas, highlight- 
i n g the most generous 


CAP’S Generosity Index 
shows that the average do- 
nation as a percentage of 
pre-tax profits Is only 
0.22 per cent. 

Richer Sounds, which 
was founded by 39-year-old 


Julian Richer and is the re- 
tailer which holds the 
world record for sales per 
square fbot : gives away an 
amount representing 52 
times the average ratio. 

Antony Hunter, head of 
corporate services at the 

CAF. said: “The amount 
given to charity by huge- 
nesses has never been mea- 
sured in this way before. 
Now. using the CAF 
Generosity Index, business- 
es can evaluate their own 
charitable giving against 
that of other companies.” 

The CAF is a registered 
charity which tries to en- 
sure that company dona- 
tions are processed tax effi- 
ciently 

British companies now 
donate nearly £750,000 
every working day to chari- 
ty and the top 500 firms do- 
nate some £195 million a 
year to the good causes of 
thetr choice. 
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£3,000 windfall payment 
for NPI policyholders 


JuEa Finch 


A ustralian insurance 
group AMP. last night 
bought out NPI in a 
£2.7 billion takeover that 
should generate payments of 
an average £3,000' to most of 
Che British mutual insurer’s 
630,000 policyholders. 

The details of the acquisi- 
tion were released to the 
Sydney stock exchange as the 
Australian market opened. 
The statement disclosed that 
all NPI policyholders will 
receive a minimum cash pay- 
out of £300 at a cost of 
£190 million- The 440,000 with- 
profits policyholders will get 
up-front around £800 each at 
an additional cost to AMP of 
£210 million. They can rely on 
average payouts of more than 
£3,000 when an additional 
£1.4 billion is distributed to 
them over time. 

The final value of the pay- 
outs win depend on the size of 


individual policies and the 
length of time they have been 
In force. AMP is injecting 
£110 million into the NPI life 
fund and a further £800 mil- 
lion in capital support 
The stock exchange state- 
ment confirmed substantial 
Job losses among NPTs 2,000 
British workforce. A source 
close to the negotiations said: 
“Job shedding is implicit in 
any merger; but they will be 
kept to a minimum. ” 

Alistair Lyons. NPTs chief 
executive, is expected to stay 
on after the AMP deal NPI — 
which advertises on television 
using its trademark squirrel 
branding — put itself on the 
mar ket two nvmthg ago' after 
admit tin g it needed greater 
financial strength. The com- 
pany was regarded as one of 
the weakest mutuals. The free 
asset ratio — the key measure 
of a life insurer’s solvency — 
was a low 72 per cent last year; 
and this year’s stockmarket 


gyrations are understood to 
have weakened NPI further 

One insurance expert said 
at the weekend that if NPI had 
not found a partner quickly it 
would have been forced into a 
merger by the Treasury 

The top-line value of the 
AMP-NPI deal is substa n tially 
in excess of the values sug- 
gested when the British com- 
pany was first put on the 
mar fe At At that time it was 
thought NPI might fetch only 
£15 billion. 

AMP, which tried to buy 
Scottish Amicable last year 
but lost out to the Prudential, 
has been keen to buy a life 
insurer strong in the indepen- 
dent financial advice sector; 

which is growing rapidly 

It already owns Peart 
Assurance, which sells direct 
to policyholders In their 
homes, fund manager Hend- 
erson and half of Richard 
Branson’s Virgin Direct finan- 
cial services operation. 


MEPC boss leaves with £6m 


Julia Finch 


A FORMER executive at 
property group MEPC 
was paid £6 million in 
salary bonus and compensa- 
tion for losing his job, it 
emerged yesterday 
David Gruber, an American 
who ran the US portfolio of 
MEPC, received a £52 million 
ffnmrnlff ff iffn from Selling Off 
the division and a further 
£773,000 compensation for 
subsequently losing his job. 

At the same time, brewer 
Bass confirmed that its chair- 
man and chief executive. Sir 
Ian Presses 'was paid a total of 
£1.6 million last year — up 97 
per cent on the £826.000 he got 
a year earlier — as a new 
incentive plan began with a 
payout of more than £700 jOOO. 


Sir Ian, aged 55, received a 
basic salary of £600,000, a per- 
formance bonus of £298,000 
and benefits worth £16,000, a 
total of £914500. But a long- 
term Incentive plan provided 
an extra payout of £717,000. 

A spokesman for Bass said 
the new plan measured the 
firm’s performance against 
rivals including Granada and 
Whitbread, and that the cash 
would be paid out at 50 per 
cent this year; 30 per cent next 
and the balance the year after: 

But if Bass meets its targets 
Sir Ian will be In line for simi- 
lar payout next year. 

In addition to his pay 
bonanza Sir Ian has Bass 
shares worth more than £1 
million and a range of poten- 
tially lucrative options. 

At MEPC, Mr Gruber’s pay- 


off is likely to cause embar- 
rassment for the firm and its 
chairman. Sir John Egan. It is 
understood that some share- 
holders are angry about the 
huge golden handshake and 
want to know how the figure 
— 15 times more than the 
chief executive is paid — was 
agreed. Mr Gruber sold the US 
business for £774 million. 

MEPC, the UK’s third- 
biggest property group, has 
had a difficult recent history 
Dissatisfied investors once 
approached rivals to ask them 
to consider a bid, and chief 
executive James Tuckey only 
just kept his Job after promis- 
ing to retrench from, abroad. 

The firm revealed this 
month that pulling out of for- 
eign operations would result 
in a £50 million loss . 


Economics Notebook 


Competition paper 
learns from past 



Pam Meadows 


T HE white paper Our 
Competitive Future is a 
surprisingly thoughtful 
and balanced document. Of 
course it contains some Ideas 
that are so commonplace that 
most people would not even 
think of writing them down. 
But it avoids the common trap 
of regarding competitiveness 
as simply a matter of reduc- 
ing unit labour costs (or get- 
ting the exchange rate down). 

It does not treat the whole 
economy as though it were a 
single company — UK pic of 
the eighties, which in turn was 
reminiscent of Private Eye's 
Heathco of the seventies. 
Instead it looks at some the fea- 
tures which are associated 
with successful companies and 
asks how the government can 
encourage or support them. 

The Chancellor’s pre- 
Budget statement last month 
concentrated on the issue of 
productivity Productivity and 
the Chancellor's statement 
are only part of the context 
The white paper recognises 


that international compar- 
isons of productivity perfor- 
mance have their place, but 
ultimately what matters is 
that customers are willing to 
pay a price for goods and ser- 
vices which is acceptable to, 
and preferably profitable for. 
the supplier 

B y almost any conven- 
tional measure Saab or 
BMW cars should not 
sell. They are expensive and 
are produced in factories with 
high labour costs. They are .no 
better at getting from A to B 
than cars which cost at least a 
third less. But people buy them 
because of the intangibles 
they embody Men in particu- 
lar seem to believe that these 
cars m ake them seem ricbei; 
more powerful a n d sexier than 
they really are. This aura is an 
Intrinsic part of the product, 
but is impossible to capture by 
conventional measurement. 

There are major problems 
in measuring productivity 
where quality improvements 
and price reductions occur 
simultaneously There is a 
debate in America about its 
effect on the measurement of 
inflation, because conven- 


tional price indexes cannot 
pick up quality improvements 
where products of the previ- 
ous Inferior quality are no 
longer available. The most 
obvious example of this is the 
personal computer 
The McKfosey report on 
Britain’s performance argued 
that one problem with British 
hotels was that half of them 
were in listed buildings, which 
limited the scope for improv- 
ing output per employee The 
implicit suggestion was that 
hotels should be encouraged 
to abandon these relics of the 
past and become proper mod- 


US holds 
the key to 
Christmas 


This week 


Laurie Laird 


T HE key event of the 
Christmas week is the 
meeting of the US Federal 
Reserve Board's policy mak- 
ing co mmi ttee- . Observers 
believe the outcome on inter- 
est rates is too close to call, 
after November employment 
data out of the US indicated 
that the labour market 
remains tight. 


But any move to lower rates 
may be seen as opening the 
door to similar moves in 
Europe. Closer to home, the 
Rank of England monetary 
policy committee will release 
the minutes of its December 9- 
10 meeting on Wednesday; the 
report could also provide a 
due as to whether another 
rate cut is yet on the cards. 

On the corporate side, just 
three companies report 
results this week. But there 
could be fireworks out of the 
Newcastle United annual 
shareholders' meeting today, 
after majority shareholder 
Douglas Hall sold a portion of 
his stake in the club last week. 
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era efficient hotels with 
ergonomic room and Door lay- 
outs. We have all experienced 
these hotels. They are very 
efficient. They all have the 
same television channels. 
They could be anywhere. 

But the 50 per cent of 
British hotels that are in 
listed buildings offer a differ- 
ent experience. They appeal to 
people who are paying with 
their own money, who regard 
the experience as an integral 
part of the package (rather in 
the way that imagined sexi- 
ness is part of the BMW pack- 
age). If the only choice was a 
modem concrete box the 
result would not be higher 
output per employee, it would 
be no output per employee 
because the customers would 
not be there. This illustrates 
the danger of drawing conclu- 
sions from statistics alone. 

The white paper does not 
just propose simplistic solu- 
tions. It makes the case for a 
change of culture in business 
to encourage new ideas in 
products, services, processes 
and marketing. It rightly 
argues that these issues are as 
relevant in old-fashioned low 
and medium technology sec- 
tors such as construction and 
many services as they are in 
the most advanced sectors 
such as pharmaceuticals. 
Moreover, partnerships can 
help companies develop in 
these areas as well as competi- 
tion. It recognises that in 
some businesses people and 
their talents are the only 
asset, yet conventional 
accounting treats them only 
as a cost, because they are not 
actually owned. 

Some sections have the air 
of ritual about them. One 
argues the need to improve 
our education base in the sci- 
ences and engineering, with- 
out addressing the reason 
students are choosing the arts 
and the social sciences 
because they tend to lead to 
better paying jobs, often with 
higher social status. 

T HE White Paper puts for- 
ward the case for local 
industry clusters with- 
out any evidence that these do 
genuinely produce spin-off 
benefits. There is a down side 
to clustering as well: it gener- 
ates the one- Industry town, 
particularly vulnerable to 
long-term structural .changes 
in the economy as with tex- 
tiles, steel and coal towns. 
There is a counter argument 
that diversity in a local econ- 
omy spreads risk and may 
encourage the spread of inno- 
vative practices in a different 
way The notion of bench- 
marking, after all, is based on 
the idea that businesses oper- 
ating in diverse sectors can 
learn from each other The 
logistics industry has devel- 
oped on the back of the adop- 
tion of just-in-time 
production methods by 
Japanese car companies. This 
is a good example of the kind 
of development which Our 
Competitive Future seeks to 
encourage 

Pamela Meadows is Visiting 
Fellow at the National 
Institute of Economic and 
Social Research and Visiting 
Professor at the National 
Institute for Working Life, 
Stockholm. 


Inflation’s 
death set 
for 2002 


David Gow 


I NFLATION, the dragon 
that every Chancellor for 
the past 50 years has tried 
to slay, will be defunct with- 
in the next four years, a 
cont ro ve rsi al economist 
predicts today. 

Professor Dong McWil- 
liams. chief executive of 
the Centre for Economic 
and Business Research, 
says the economy will con- 
tract from next year and 
the recession will destroy 
up to 800,000 more jobs 
while pushing down inter- 
est rates from 6.25 per cent 
to 3 per cent by 2000 and 
2.4 per cent two years later. 

The CEBR forecasts that 
as a result the underlying 
rate of inflation — the 
headlin e rate excluding 
mortgage interest — will 
drop from around 8 per 
cent now to 2.2 per cent 
next year, 1.9 per cent In 
2000, 02! per cent in 2001 
and minus 0.1 per emit in 
2002. Britain’s inflation 
rate will then be on a par 
with the present levels in 
much of continental 
Europe, where central 
bankers and economists 
point to a prolonged period 
of deflation. 
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Recession time arid 
the money is easy 



Global view 


Mark Atkinson 


[next? 

After more than 
a year of un- 
precedented tur- 
moil In the 
global economy; characterised 
by see-sawing financial mar- 
kets, the collapse of Russia 
and a deepening recession in 
Japan, only a fool would pre- 
tend to be able to predict with 
certainty what 1989 will bring. 
At the risk of sounding like 
John Motson, it could go 
either way 

Either the steps already 
taken, principally by western 
central bankers, to foster 
growth will suceed in steering 
the ailing liner off the rocks of 
recession and we will escape 
with a short period of sub- 
trend growth. Or the look outs 
win prove to have spotted the 
danger too late and we will 
end up counting the casual- 
ties. 

Fortunately the immediate 
prospects do not look too one- 
sided. After teetering on the 
brink of collapse earlier in 
the year, cuts in interest rates 
in the US, Britain and the rest 
of Europe and a dramatic eas- 
ing of both monetary and 
fiscal policy in Asia should 
ensure that that the global 
economy continues to grow 
albeit sluggishly 

In September, the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund's 
predicted that world output 
will expand by JL5 per cent in 
1999 after 2 per cent this year. 
However an interim forecast 
published later today is 


expected to shade down those 

numbers slighty 

Such an outcome would not 
be a cause Car celebration. In 
its annual report on the 
prospects for developing coun- 
tries, published earlier this 
month, the World Bank said 
that global economic growth 
or 1.8 per cent in 1998 and 1.9 
per cent in 1999 would still 
condemn more than a quarter 
of the population of the devel- 
oping world to failing living 
standards. 

But at least it would not be 
as bad as the Great Depres- 
sion, when output in the pre- 
sent G7 countries — the US, 
Japan, Germany Britain, 
France, Italy Canada — fell by 
almost 20 per cent between 
1929 and 1932. 

The risks to such a rela- 
tively benign outcome are, 
however; legion. 

First, there is a serious 
threat in the world of excess 
capacity a glut of oil. other 
commodities and finished 
goods, as a result of the col- 
lapse of demand in East Asia 
and Japan leading to global 
deflation. 

Prices are already falling in 
the East and are dangerously 
low in the - West. Unless west- 
ern monetary authorities con- 
tinue to respond by cutting 
interest rates to stimulate 
demand, there is a real danger 
of a global slump. 

Second, western stock mar- 
kets, especially Wall Street, 
look imconrfortably over-val- 
ued. As the OECD think- tank 
pointed out last week, share 
prices are hard to justify by 
any nor mal yardstick, and 
appear to be riding fora fell. 

With the US savings rate 
negative, anything that leads 


American consumers to 
retrench sharply will eat into 
what is already expected to be 
moderate growth. 

The European and US 
economies are the only shows 
in town at the moment and. If 

one of them falls by the way- 
side, its doubtflil whether the 
remaining locomotive wQl 
have enough pulling power to 
keep the train moving. 

-Third, Japan remains 
caught in a liquidity trap, 
where interest rates can fall 
no lower to boost activity and 
sucessive fiscal packages are 
failing to compensate for the 
demand deficiency Massive 
restructuring of the highly 
indebted financial and corpo- 
rate sectors Is needed, but con- 
siderably doubt remains 
about whether politicians are 
willing to grasp the netfie- 

A S THE world’s sec- 
ond-largest econ- 
omy Japan's re- 
covery remains 
central to any hope 
of a meaningful global re- 
covery 

Fourth, Europe's nascent 
upswing could be snuffed out 
by a surge in the value of the 
euro ngaing t the dollar 
the yen. The European Cen- 
tral Bank will inherit a very 
low Interest rate of 3 per cent, 
but it may need to be trimmed 
still further to keep growth 
going. 

Fifth, Brazil remains a wild 
card. Congress has already 
balked at passing the legisla- 
tion which would have seal 
feather-bedded civil servants’ 
pensions taxed in order to 
reduce the country’s bloated 
budget deficit 
Unless Brazil's fiscal auster- 


ity plan succeeds in calming 
the markets, the risk of an 
uncontrolled devaluation 
remains huge. 

Sixth, growth in China, 
until now a tone of stability 
in a sea of chaos, is deederar- 

ing quickly In spite of 

attempts' by regional authori- 
ties to massage the figures- 
The threat of a devaluation of 
the renminbi, which would 
trigger another round 6F com- 
petitive devaluations in Asia, 
has not disappeared. 

Amid all these dangers in 
the global economy the fate of 
the British economy over the 
next 12 months is far from 
clean The Chancellor confi- 
dently predicts that Britain 
will emerge relatively 
unscathed, 1 recording GDP 
growth of 1 to L5 per cent in 
1999. Few outside the Trea- 
sury believe him. The latest 
average of Independent fore- 
casters Is just 0.7 per cent 

A growing minority expects 
an ever worse performance. 
David Machie at JP Morgan in 
the City Is among those anal- 
systs predicting an outright 
recession, as was Christoher 
Dow, former economics direc- 
tor at the Bank of England. 

In the book Major Re- 
cessions;' Britain and the 
World 192096. published this 
month, just after he died. 
Mr Dow said that, once a 
major recession has started, 
action is restricted to mitigat- 
ing its extent and duration. He 
reckoned that Britain was in 
just such a situation. 

The Bank’s monetary pol- 
icy committee, . after being 
side-tracked earlier in the 
year by Tn<ai«mri!np average 
earnings figures, has 
responded to slowing eco- 
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nomic growth by cutting 
interest rates three times in 
the last three months, for 
which it has won plaudits in 
industry and the City But the 
nominal cost of borrowing is 
still more than twice that in 
the putative euro-zone. 


The Rank has probably 
acted too late to avoid a 
growth slipping into negative 
territory at some point over 
the next six to eight months, 
according to even the rela- 
tively optimistic analysts. 

But, with inflation so sub- 


dued, there remains plenty of 
SCOpe to winimlM the damage 

by easing monetary policy 
much farther: In a forecast 
published in October, Mr Dow 
said British interest rates 
could fall to as low as 2L5 per 
cent by late 1999. 


. With household and com- 
pany balance sheets in s uch " 
rude health, that probably 
won't be necessary But a floor 
of S per cent does seem emi- 
nently reasonable. 

The sooner we get there the 
better 


Brown proves a covert radical Waking up weightless on Wall Street 


Government 


Larry Elliott 


I OBODY could accuse 
Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor; of a lade of 
consistency Throughout 1998 
his public utterances — every 
speech, lecture and press con- 
ference — have been graced 
with a familiar litany 
At the annual meeting of 
the International Monetary 
Fund in early October; for 
example, the Chan cellar made 
it abundantly clear where he 
was coming from; “It is in the 
pursuit of our longterm goals 
— high and stable levels of 
growth and employment — 
and the rejection of the short- 
termism and stop-go policies 
that have undermined the UK 
economy In the past that we 
have taken tough decisions.” 

Just in case anybody at 
home failed to understand the 
message, Mr Brown repeated 
the sentence, word for word, 
in a speech to the British 
Retail Consortium the follow- 
ing week. Other favourites 
have been “prudence", regard- 
ing public finances and 
“transparency and account- 
ability", the chestnuts saved 
for his assessments of the 
global situation. 

Meanwhile, the economy 
has been steadily slowing. In 
the final quarter of last year, 
it was growing at an annual 
rate of 4 per cent but the pace 
of expansion dropped to 3.7 
per cent in the first quarter of 
1998, 3 per cent In the second 
and 2.3 per cent in the third 
quarter. Limited data for the 


fourth quarter suggest the sit- 
uation has markedly wors- 
ened, with manufacturers 
madly destocking in response 

tn w mIt ransom er demand 

Six months ago, Mr Brown 
was the dariing of Labour 
MPs when he announced that 
spending on health would rise 
by 4.7 per cent a year and on 
education by 5.1 per cent for 
the rest of this parliament 
But the bouquets wfll be 
replaced with brickbats if the 
economy slides info recession 
over coming months. 

Critics of the Chancellor — 
and there are plenty — think 
the state of the economy is due 
to his bone-beaded orthodoxy 
Mr Brown's own actions were 
critical — handing control of 
Interest rates to the Bank of 
England, freezing public 
spending and conniving in the 
over-valuation of sterling. 
Now, they say he Is reaping a 
traditional British whirlwind, 
for all bis talk of ridding the 
country of boom-bust. 

There is something in this 
view It is undoubtedly true 
that the conduct of macroeco- 
nomic policy during 1998 has 
helped create the conditions 
in which a sharp slowdown in 
activity was inevitable, and an 
outright recession a distinct 
possibility Mr Brown may go 
down in history as the finan- 
cial equivalent of Hardy’s 
Mayor of Casterbridge, who 
makes an early error which 
comes back to haunt him. 

That said, there have been 
many good things about the 
conduct of the economy in 
1998, the Chancellor’s rhetoric 
masking a range of radical 
and redistributive reforms. 
The idea that the overall strat- 


egy is reactionary a continua- 
tion of Thatcherism by other 
means, is lazy thinking . 

The March Budget was a 
prime example of Labour’s 
approach, which is to employ 
the language of extreme mod- 
eration but then slip through 
measures which are actually 
progressive. The City loved 
the Budget talk of prudence 
and fiscal rectitude but the 
meat of the package was that 
money taken quietly from the 
rich was recycled to the less 
well-off in the shape of higher 
child benefit and the ground- 
breaking working famflies tax 
credit, which will ensure that 
those in work with children 
wfll have £190 a week coming 
into their households. 

R BROWN tried the 
same tactic with the 
comprehensive spend- 
ing review. In June, he 
revealed that the pay-off for 
the two-year spending freeze 
and the adoption of tough fis- 
cal rules would be an Increase 
in public spending of 2.75 per 
cent a year for three years, 
including a doubling of capi- 
tal investment 

Unkind observers pointed 
out that, over the five-year 
period 1997-2002. public spend- 
ing growth will prove to have 
been little different from that 
under John Majoc 

But. with his Iron Chancel- 
lor credentials unsullied, Mr 
Brown then unveiled his 
Increases in health and educa- 
tion spending — and spending 
on health and education is one 
of the most effective forms of 
redistribution. 

The same approach talk 
tough, act soft — applied in 


inte rnational affair s. A gain, 

the rhetoric was of the need 
for monetary and fiscal ortho- 
doxy white the reality was a 
British- American push to 
make the West realise the 
threat to the global economy 
was no longer inflation but 
deflation. In many ways the 
most significant event a£ the 
year , was the. G 7 . statement 
which urged central hanks to 
pursue growth strategies.' AS 
Mr Brown put it in Harvard 
last week; “In the interna- 
tional economy the era of 
absentee government is ovec” 

So how can 1998 be summed 
up? Obviously interest rates 
should have come down more 
quickly than they did, and If 
the economy goes into reces- 
sion as a result Mr Brown will 
not escape his share of the 
blame. 

His reluctance to even 
attempt to talk down the level 
of sterling seems bizarre, 
given what the Confederation 
of British Industry has been 
saying about exporters' 
prospects. But the macroeco- 
nomic outlook is not entirely 
poor; given that inflation is 
low and the public finances 
are much healthier than 
expected. Both monetary and 
fiscal policies will be eased 
next yean 

More important for the long 
term, the unfolding crisis of 
the global economy over the 
past 18 months has legit- 
imised the return of an inter- 
ventionist approach to 
economic policy at the micro- 
economic domestic level and 
on the International stage. 

Like the Government as a 
whole, the Chancellor Is more 
radical than he looks. 


Markets 


Charlotte Denny 


A S THE odd saw goes, if 
you owe the bank a thou- 
sand dollars, you are in 
trouble. If you owe the bank a 
million dollars, your bank is 
In trouble. But if you owe the 
bank f900 billion, then the 
whole financial world Is in 
trouble — as the case of Long 
Term Capital Management 
proved this yean 
Concerns about the health 
of the tiger economies did not 
stop Wan Street and the Foot- 
sie rocketing away over the 
first six months of the yean 
Both had reached record 
highs by July despite dire 
warnings from analysts that 
shares were overvalued by 
any historical measure. 

But the prospects for world 
growth were becoming darker 
by the month. Repeated 
attempts to kickstart Japan 
were • largely unsuccessful. 
But the first event to really 
spoil the party happened in 
August, when Russia decided 
that it was going to take an 
unscheduled holiday from for- 
eign debt repayment 
The news rocked the mar- 
kets, wiping £37 billion off the 
value of shares in London and 
sending markets around the 
world plummeting. Investors 
raced to find a safer haven for 
their money causing the dif- 
ferential between emerging 
market bonds and bonds in 
the developed world to widen 
sharply This, in turn, put 
players like LTCM — which 
had taken one-way bets on 


credit spreads around file 
world — into difficulties. 

Throughout the whole of 
September rumours were cir- 
culating Wall Street that one 
of the hedge funds — the 
risky investment vehicles for 
wealthy individuals that are 
not governed by normal finan- 
cial market disclosure rules — 
was in trouble. 

When the size of LTCM’S 
exposure became apparent at 
the end of September it was 
not only the American banks 
which were passing around 
the hat to keep the Wall Street 
hedge fond from going under 

The numbers frightened 
everyone LTCM had made 
bets to the markets worth (900 
billion — about 250 times 
their capital worth. Fears that 
financial panic m'ght spread 
throughout the world markets 
prompted a £2 bflllon global 
rescue operation, including a 
$250 million contribution 
from Barclays. 

The markets reacted with 
some of the steepest falls seen 
since the crash of 1987. In an 
attempt to shore up fragile 
confidence and stop a credit 
squeeze throttling the Amre- 
ican economy the Chairman 
of Federal Reserve, Alan 
Greenspan, announced a cut 
to borrowing rates to 5.25 per 

cent 

The Bank of England 
quickly followed the Fed at the 
beginning of a global round of 
rate reduction which culmi- 
nated in the euro-zone coun- 
tries cutting their rates In 
early December 

By the end of the year the 
promise of cheaper borrow- 
ing — a signal that policymak- 
ers were finally taking the 


financial crisis seriously — 
had prompted recoveries oh 
both sides of the Atlantic. 

On Wall Street, the Dow 
Jones had bounced back above 
its mid-year high at the end of 
November; before sliding off 
slightly in December The 


Fbotsie was more muted, mak- 
ing up most of frs losses. 

As the markets close for 
Christmas, investors may be 
glad of a holiday 
But come the New Year; it 
will be time again to see bow 
long Wall Street defies gravity 


This year give something 
worthwhile at Christmas 


Guardian 


" * Mb* • 


Christmas appeal 


This year the GuartSan is 
inviting readers to spend a 
fitte extra at Christmas - 
and rrtake a donation to The 
GuartSan Ctiistmas Appeal, 
the proceeds from which wi be 
cfcstrttxjted among the selected 
chanties. For more in fo rmation 
on these chanties and their 
work, please see the regular 
features mining in the paper 
throughout December. You can 
give to any erf the chanties 
indvidualy or mate a general 
donation to tlw appeal, simply 
by cafing the number below 
with a credit or debit card. 


0990 199 515 

WaterAid works to provide clean dnnWng water, sanitation end 
to promote public hygiene among the 1.4 biSon people world 
vwde who do not have clean dmkng water. 

Family Service Units offers counseling and support at grass- 
roots level to families in Britain's most deprived inner cities. 

The Soil Association has been championing organic terming 
since 1945, and studying the impact erf modem agriculture on 
animals, humans and the envionment. 

The Appeal is also supporting the five wmnrig charities from 
the Guardian Jerwood Award, which rewards excefence ri 
smaB chanties from all over Britain: Deafbfind UK. Habitat for 
Humanity (Belfast), Jessie's Fund, Free Form Arts Trust, 
Weisafl Carers Centre. 

Cads c tanged at national rate* Utes open uitfl irtidrUgtu on 3/1/99 Untortuntfefy 
wo cannot accept Svrtch payflunus. 


We’re all unimportant now 


Worm’s eye 


Dan Atkinson 


O NE OF the great 
issues about which 
we are all expected to 
become terribly anxious Is 
the so-called information 
gap between the rich and 
the poor. 

The idea seems to be that 
wealthy people will enjoy 
the enormous advantage of 
clicking around for hours 
on end with their comput- 
ers while people on council 
estates will be forced to do 
terribly boring things such 
as drinking, going to the 
races and making love. 

There is no doubt that 
the gap is a real one. Bnt 
whether it has much to do 
with access to the Internet 
and that sort of thing is 
more doubtfoL There is, for 
example, a chasm opening 
up between those who have 


Indicators 


TODAY — IHfc National accounts 

(03) 

UK: Balance of payments (Q3). 
TOMORROW — EMUsECB 
meeting. 

U*Ss FOMC meeting (November). 
IMF: World economic ouOook, 
WEDNESDAY- UK; Trade h 


the private-line numbers of 
important people and can 
thus reach them by HtniUng 
once only, and the great 
unwashed, who find, them- 
selves snared for 20 min- 
utes at a time on a 
robot-operated switchboard 
that always seems to be 
inviting the caller to dial 1 
“for further options”. 

Now that’s a real infor- 


way to Brazil — were 
merely an unfortunate 
kink in the 

asymptotic surge towards 
Total Competitiveness and 
Total Returns. 

It is a long-established 
stock market rule that the 
last people to realise that 
it's time to sell are in the 
last wave of suckers who 
came in just before the top. 


People on council estates will be forced 
to do terribly boring things like drinking, 
going to the races and making love 


mationgap — as Is the one 
opening up between those 
who are tip-toeing as 
demurely as possible 
towards the exits on west- 
ern financial markets and 
those who have simply 
swallowed the reassuring 
line that the events of 1998 
— from Tokyo through 
Malaysia and Russia all the 


goods (November). 

US* GDP (03 Final). 

THURSDAY— US: FOMC meeting. 
USs Jobless dalrra (week erefng 
December 19). 

FRIDAY— JP: Industrial 
production (November praim). 
Source: MS8C MM 


Take one look at the ever- 
expanding bubble in the 
City and Wall Street during 
the past 12 months — and 
then pot your hand on your 
heart and Insist that the 
current valuations are 
entirely in line with a US 
economy borrowed way 
beyond the hilt and a 
British economy tipping 


into recession. Of course, it 
could all be different this 
time. But then it always is. 

The trigger word for a 
stock market crash is 
“plateau”. This is the reas- 
suring handle that was 
applied 70 years ago to the 
last n»mri riainah l <* Inflat ion 
of asset values. 

It sounds so comforting: . 
a plateau is a big flat thing 
that you just cannot fall off. 

You sit on it, soak up the 

sunshine there and con- 
gratulate yourself on hav- 
ing held your nerve, on 
having refused to be pan- 
icked by troubles in far-off 
countries and on having 

generally been a bit of an 
IvanBoesky 

There is nothing wrong, 
of course, with big flat sur- 
faces at a very high alti- 
tude. Nothing wrong at all, 
that is, until you realise - 
that you are three-quarters 
of the way over the edge. A 
very merry Christmas — 
and a very cautious new 
yean 


Tourist rates — bank sells 


Australia 2.63 Gammy 2.7033 Malaysia 836 Singapore 2-72 

Austria 1856 Greece 463.49 Mato 0,61 SotfhAfca ftM. 

Belgium 55.76 Hong Kong XtBT Netherlands 3436 Spain 22BJB 

Canada 2.S2 India 7V0 New2nfcnd9.13 Sweden 1322 

Cypres 080 Ireland 10808 Norway 12.65 Swteeriand 2.18 

Demwfc 1034 Israel 723 Portugal 27528 Turkey 407260 

Finland 820 Italy 2.691 Saudi Antia 620 USA 18360 

Fnnce 004 C up p h rf fy flhrtM u tjtotaagfipw. i i/ wlul intf i i »U t u} 


Guardian Crossword No 21,463 

sSbyRufus'* 





Across 


9 Cradlesong? Not reaflyl (4^) 

10 Fuitcrop(5) 

11 Force one may make Rght of 

(?) 

12 A gone little insect (7) 

13 System for better transport (4) 

14 Set right an Inaccurate 
alignment (10) 

16 Notice cut out and displayed (7) 

17 Crack mountaineers win be 
familiar with it (7) 

19 The first to be in action (2, 3 ,5) 

22 Sxirtof ammunition (4) 

24 The way bargees walk (7) 

26 About to beJncfuded fc 
special offer on the house 

m 

26 Key edict of Pa-Sament. one 
raising awkward points p) 

27 Chaps entering into a 
welcome correspondence (9) 

Down 


1 Secret trial of service one 
pays for (7,8) 

2 Casting is one of his jobs in 
the studio (8) 

3 Black mark may be examined 
Jntheiab. (5) 

4 Tees should be made with 
sand— agreed? (8) 

3 Two bffls I stuck on a tree (6) 

6 A fount of email type (9) 


or ms PUZZLE 21.458 
This week's winners of a Coffins 
English MSBenniuni Dictionary are 
(wan Oakes of Gheade, Cheshire, 
lari Cokfcott of Norwich. Anne 
Peacock of London, SW19, Mol 
Pritchard of Stanford. Lineorahire, 
and David Walker of Oottingfam, 
East Yorkshire. 

Please allow 28 daysfor daflvery 



7 K may go down wsH, but one 
dies to kick tt (6) 

8 Order to be dispatched (8,2,5) 
15 Stimulant for a N. Ireland 

settlement {9} 

17 Fir cones co me from them (8) 

18 Ptf Into liquidation? 8) 

20 What stimulated a half back to 

be a striker? (6) 

21 Try again (2-4J 

23 A tall one may be difficult to ■ 
carry out (5) 


Solution tomorrow 


Tt Stuck? Than cal our solutions Hne 
on oast aaa ass. cme «»t sop 

par minute at all timea.-8ovica aup- 

ptodbyATS 
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Former England captain unbeaten on 210 


Tour match: Australian XI v England XI 

Atherton doubles up 

as bowlers take strain 


lLAx 


Mike Setvey in Hobart sees England’s 
batsmen punish an injury weakened attack 


A MATCH that for al- 
most two days had 
been reduced to farci- 
cal levels regained its 
composure during the last 
hour yesterday as England’s 
bowlers finally got to work 
against what Australians — 
not entirely without justifica- 
tion — believe to be the stron- 
gest batting side in the world 
outside their Test side. 

Responding to England's 
469 for six declared, the Aus- 
tralian XX had reached 30 for 
no wicket by stumps, the ! 
openers Matthew Elliott and 
Greg Blewett surviving a con- 
certed effort from Alex Tudor 
and Angus Fraser as for the 
first time the sun burst i 
through on what had been a ! 
blustery, cool and substan- ! 


tially wet day. It tent little 
more than a late piquancy to 
a game that beforehand had 
been puffed as Hk* wnrth Test 
but which by the close of play 
on Saturday had already sunk 
to the level of a benefit match 
as the casualty wards filled 
with Australian howlers. 

Gavin Robertson, the off- 
spinner, foiled even to rnnirp 
it to the starting grid, a back 
strain ruling h™ out before 
the match had begun. Paul 
Reiffel managed to get only 
halfway through his sec o n d 
over before the air was rent 
with the noise of his ham- 
string twanging. 

By the end of the day. 
Michael Kasprowicz had 
joined him on the treatment 
couch, and a variety of substi- 




ffigh ball . . . Graeme Hick whacks Bren don Julian for six 


Time to put 
phone back 
on its hook 


SCREEN 




Martin 

Kefcrter 


P eople who can 

phone-in shows are, by 
reputation, sad souls, 
lonely and unloved. So 
it was no surprise when Gra- 
ham, calling in to Danny Bak- 
er's Talk Radio programme on 
Saturday evening, turned out 
to be one Graham Kelly, for- 
merly of the Football 
Association. 

Kelly, who clearly now has 
the time on his bands to call 
these programmes, was phon- 
ing to take Issue with a typical 
piece of rabble-rousing in 
which Baker suggested that 
the quality of play In the Pre- 
mier League was not half as 
red-hot as the hype would 
have you believe, and that 
players earning 20, 30 or 50 
thousand pounds a week 
(Baker kept upping the figure 
as he warmed to his theme) 
had no right to perform like 
the journeymen of yore. 

My sympathies, I must say. 
were with Baker since I was 
listening to the broadcast on 
my way home from Old Traf- 
ford after a match littered 
with misplaced passes, in 
which Manchester United’s 
international d^enders con- 
stantly pressed the panic but- 
ton when faced with the raw- 
boned, enthusiastic, but 
scarcely world-class Brian 
Deane. 

Maybe the Premiership is 
going through a mid-life or 
mid-season crisis, because 
there seems to be a lot of that 
about at the moment witless, 
helter-skelter football that 
does little to lighten a Weak 
midwinter. 

"Take the phone off the 
hook,” Martin Tyler said on ■ 
Sky before Manchester United 
kicked off against Chelsea on 
Wednesday night. 

“This is the first of two co- 
lossal contests.” 

. By half-time I had not only 
put the phone back on the 
hook, but was taking foxes 
and sending e-mails. 

The match between Eng- 
land's finest was not signifi- 
cantly better than Sky’s offer- 
ing twonights earlier, when 
Leeds scuffed their way to an 
undeserved victory over 
Coventry. 

When you catch yourself in 
front of football of this stan- 
dard — you ha ve got the beers 
In so you might as well con- 
tinue watching— a little game 
you can play at home Is to try 
and guess how long it will be 
before Tyler or Andy Gray ad- 
mits that the quality Is not as 
high as it might be. 

An hour into the United- 
Chelsea match, it was "an en- 
joyable, absorbing, tactical 

contest". By the final whistle, 

tt was a game that "hadn't 


quite lived up to 
expectations”. 

Sky obviously need to keep 
Interest in the Premiership 
high, but they are helped nei- 
ther by the generally poor per- 
formances ofEngUsh. dubs in 
Europe, which gives some of 
us the message that 'the best 
league in the world” is not ex- 
actly as advertised, nor by the 

less than sparkling entertain- 
ment content of many of their 
own live matches this season. 

Baker is spot on in saying 
that, the more we pay to watch 
Premiership soccer, the more 
we are likely to notice If we are 
being sold a pup. His caller, 
Graham, countered with the 
old chestnut about teams 
“cancelling «*»^h other out”. A 
pity, then, that neither Liver- 
pool nor Villa could manage to 
"caned out" Celta Vigo. 

lam not sure I agree with 
Baker, though, in his asser- 
tion that soccer was better in 
the Seventies and early 
Eighties. 

I have been watching Match 
of the Day Greats, where some 
of the defending makes Satur- 
day’s display by United’s back 
four look rather 
accomplished. 

The 1980 Norwich-Liver- 
pool match shown last week 
featured Martin Peters, who 
was famously described as 
being "10 years ahead of his 
time”. By my reckoning, this 
meant that last week he .was 
about eight years behind the 
times, which looked about 
right 

Baker was also on less than 
firm ground grumbling about 
the amount players are paid, 
since be is, I assume, rather 
handsomely rewarded him- 
self for doing something fairly 
unremarkable; although he 
continues to do it in an infi- 
nitely more entertaining fash- 
ion than David Mellor, his op- 
position on Radio 5 Live. 

Mellor has, as you might 
imagine, had plenty to say 
about Graham Kelly’s resig- 
nation, not only on his phone- 
in but also on a programme 
called The Last Word With 
Jimmy Hill on Sky's new digi- 
tal Sports News channel. 

Mellor, who was introduced 

by Jimmy Hill as “a fellow 
broadcaster of consummate 
skM", leading one to hope for 
a different guest altogether, 
looked indecently satisfied at 
Kelly's downfall, seeing it as a 
great opportunity for "dy- 
namic action”. 

He kept hanging on about 
the “dynamic action” needed 
to administer this "most dy- 
namic, popular, finance- 

driven sport". When £011, who 
Is rather good at this sort of 
thing , suggested to the smug 

one that "dynamic action” 

was exactly what Graham Kel- 
ly had taken, Mellor said he 
disapproved ofthe principle 
of loaning the.WelshFA . . . 

money in order to ensure its 
support internationally. 

*T don’t like the sound of 
that," he said, which rather 
triok the breath away since 
every government of which 

Mellor was a member oper- 
ated on exactly that principle. 


tute fielders — ranging from 
the highest run-scorer in Test 
cricket (Allan Border), to 
youngsters who have scarcely- 
started shaving — served 
their time. 

So with part-time bowlers 
operating on a fiat pitch, 
there was a certain 1 air of in- 
evitability about play yester- 
day once the morning rain 
had cleared. Mike Atherton, 
who had worked hard for his 
century on the first day, car- 
ried on where he left off and 
when the declaration came 
had reached an unbeaten 210 
in just over eight hours' hat- 
ting, the first double century 
of his career (he 1 did once 
make 199). 

There were 26 boundaries 

— one, lofted straight, took 
him to his second hundred — 
with some dean driving in 
particular yesterday. Ather- 
ton came into this - game with 
a tour average of just 19, and 
not even a half-century in the 
Tests: he at least will have 
benefited from time spent 
panning Australian bowling 
around, even if it was third 
rate. 

Of Graeme Hick's century 

— the 104th of his career — 
there was little to say that has 
not been said so often before. 


For 153 minutes be struck the 
ball with awesome power and 
a cleanliness that bordered on 


Weekend results 


Bath 

Gloucester 
London Irish 


it Saracens 
18 Leicester 
20 Harlequins 


London Scottish IB Richmond 


Newcastle 30 Sale IS 

Weal Hartlepool 9 Northampton 33 

P W D L F A Pta 
Leicester 13 10 0 3 397 238 SO 

H wUmuto o 13 10 0 3 MB 272 SO 

m weoe m 13 B 0 4 410 283 18 

Weeps 13 ,8 0 5 3S0 269 If 

Mil 13 7 0 6 342 264 14 

Mawueslta 12 7 0 5 337 300 14 

Htef 12 7 0 S 321 310 14 

Mu mb eater 13 7 0 8 290 287 14 

Mohamad 1 12 7 0 5 327 328 14 

Ldn HA 13 8 0 7 320 334 13 

Ma 13 5 0 8 307 380 10 

Ula Scottish 12 3 0 9 214 310 « 

Bed f ord 13 2 0 11 294 422 4 

W Hartlepoo l 13 1 0 12 192 510 2 

PramtanMp Two 

BtedduKth 24 Fyide 17 

Bristol 30 Waterloo B 

London Walsh fl Rushy 7 

Orel! 21 Exeter 23 

Rotherham SB Worcester 19 

Coventry 21 Moseley ,48 

Lewie 38 Wakefield 0 

P W D L F API. 
Metal 13 11 0 2 308 192 22 

Weroea t er 1311 0 2 324 198 30 

Helhantiem 12 B O 4 281 148 18 

Coventry 13 0 0 6 341 263 18 

Ldn Wats* 13 8 0 5 308 298 18 

Waterloo 13 8 0 5 238 252 18 

Heater 13 7 1 5 2B8 308 15 

Leads 13 7 0 B 301 1S7 14 

Ocrofl IS 8 0 T 268 192 IS 

MdW 13 6 0 7 209 268 12 

Moeeley 13 S 0 8 289 308 lO 

Wakefield 13 2 0 11 218 403 4 
Fyide 12 1 1 10 185 387 3 

■eafchaaMi 13 1 0 12 148 400 2 

JEWISON NATIONAL LSAOU8 , 


Com barley 

Hanley 

Lydnsy 

Manchester 

Moriey 

Whortodale 


HI new ay 

Kendal 

Lichfield 

Sodgley Pfc 

Sheffield 

Whitchurch 


Wln n hiat ew Pfc 

TwK S ooth 

Bracknell 

Havom 

Met Police 

Norwich 

Redruth 

Tenant 

Weston-5- Mara 


5WALEC CUP 
Fourth ra id 
Group A 
Powys 
Ebbw Vale 


3J Birmlngham/Sol 14 
18 Roselyn Pk 15 

10 Olley 3 

27 Harrogate 0 

14 Reeding 17 

23 Newbury 10 

Nonngtuun v Liv St 


P W D L F A Pta 
14 12 0 2 410 201 24 
14 12 0 2 343 155 24 
14 9 0 5 262 212 18 
14 8 0 6 315 586 16 
14 8 0 8 273 256 18 
14 7 1 8 298 354 15 

13 7 0 8 291 217 14 
14- 8 0 8 281 560 12 

14 6 0 8 232 233 12 
14 6 0 a 221 238 12 

13 5 0 8 345 252 lO 

14 4 1 9 160 254 8 

13 4 0 9 205 313 8 
13 1 01? 155 443 2 

9 Preston OSH 30 
7 Stourbridge 20 
7 Nuneaton ■ 25 
47 Wlmtmgton Pk 17 
24 Walsall 11 

IB Aspetria 13 

19 New Brighton 26 
P W D L F A Pta 
13 12 0 1 446 199 24 
13 11 0 2 384 111 22 
1311 0 3 374 212 22 
13 9 0 4 288 205 18 
W 7 2 4 285 278 18 
13 T 0 6 345 289 14 
13 B 1 6 348 27E 18 
13 H 0 7 302 213 12 
13 6 0 7 338 318 12 
13 5 1 7 274 3Q7 11 
13 4 1 B 197 296 B 
13 2 1 10 170 372 5 
13 T 0 12 153 434 2 

13 1 012 ISO 486 2 

24 Plymouth 13 

13 Cheltenham 21 
18 Bridgwater IB 

7 Esher 23 

22 Barking 18 

24 Chiton 24 

S North Waltham 13 
P W D L F A Pta 
13 12 0 1 435 M3 24 
13 It 0 .2 288 178 22 
13 10 0 3 294 151 SO 
1310 0 3 265 150 2D 
13 8 1 4 253 QQ9 IT 

13 7 0 8 194 197 14 

13 6 1 9 226 212 18 

13 5 1 7 203 255 11 

13 4 1 B 225 287 a 

13 3 2 8 231 281 8 

13 3 1 9 213 254 7 

13 3 1 9 187 310 7 

13 3 0 10 176 308 8 
13 2 011 151 389 4 


-S PontypooJ urn 
73 Trenerbort 


10 TiJmsaren 
1 Keys v DunvanL 


QreupC 

Bridgend 
Talywshi 
Group D 

Berlin 1 

Rontypotf 

Cheap ■ 

Penygralg • 

Wrexham 

croup P 

Monmouth 

Yetradgyntals 

Group G 

Uanharan 

Rtoce 

OnteH 

Hert-V-G/w 

tkrwaun 


28 Tlreorctty 
9 Nantymoel 


0 Whlfland 
84 RhlgoB 


10 Rhymney 
ifi Neath 


11 Uantuuetn 
32 Vardro 


18 Newport 

8 Swansea 


ID Ton flu 
IB Kidwelly 


nanwrth W Caarpnu* 

FueVowdi Cwmaven » Betheas. 
Oraup J 

Aborcwmbot 5 steeateg 

Betvrt 3 Blackwood 

tnwK 

Bteenganv W Ynyaybwi 
(Ynysybwt win on BwaynjlHl 
Fomydqn D Lten*W 

Group L 

Peneood 11 Abertfitaty 

Featpeuedi CArtflfl v Uandoveiy 


Fourteen not out overnight, 
bookmakers refused to offer 
odds on him making three fig- 
ures, a shrewd move. None of 
this is Hick’s fault, of course: 
in these circumstances he can 
only do what he Is asked to 
do. But the pity is that such 
an mnfng s merely serves to 
highlight the disparity be- 
tween his destruction of fee- 
ble bowling »wd his succumb- 
ing so readily when the chips 
are down. 

Suffice to say that he hit 
Matthew EHiotrs dobby left- 
armers for 18 In four balls and 
Michael Bevan’s Chinamen 
and googlies fbr 22 from the 
first five balls of another be- 
fore a huge skyer to long-on 
was well caught by Nathan 
Webb, a 17-year-old substi- 
tute. Hick's second fifty took 
28 balls, and with Atherton he 
added 195 for the fourth 
wicket in 2 ‘A hours. It will not 
change the perspective on 
Hick’s career. It was magnifi- 
cent but it was not war. 

Of more significance was 
file innings of Ben Hollioake, 
whose contribution to this 
tour, once he had pulled a 


Scoreboard 


-)J A Atherton n« out HO 

M A Butcher c Richard* 9L*w 24 

j p Crmriey c GllctifUa b Slowed S7 

M R Rarnprakaah b Bsvan 85 

QAHttcSubbSmn lie 

BCHoJItoatacGOchrtrtb Julian O 

twKHesflcBvbbBfnmn 4 

Extras (IH.w2.nbQ 13 

Total (forCdae. 1361 bum) 488 

MafwtelreMi 57. 125, 28ft 488480. 

488. 

Md mot bate D G Cork, A J Tudor. A R C 
Fraser, PM Such. 

fl aro teift KBSPrtHrlK 103-2-87-0; RUM 
13-0-4-0; Julian 32-8-95-1; Btowee 
24-5-73-1; Law 21-4-84-1; Bmn 
23. 1-3-04-3; EBloa 6-0-34-0; Lahmann 
T-O-10-0. 

AUSTRALIA XI 

Phi tala — 

M T G EIRett nor out 14 

Q S Btewutt not ouc 11 

Extras ftbfi, nOS) - - B 

Total (tor a 11 warn) "so 

TofantiC J Richard*. *D S Lahmann, 8 G 
- Law. M G Sevan. tA C Qllcnrtat. P R Rolf- 
taL B P Julian. M S Kasprewlok. G R 
RuUoatoon. 

■awRag t Tudor 5-0-12-0; Fraser 
. 6-0-15-0. 

U a i p ta— S G Pterins and P Parfcar. 

groin in t he first match at 
Lilac BUI, has been negli- 
gible. Since then he has 
played in two matches, mak- 
ing five and four not out 
against the Victorian second 
string in Melbourne, and a 
second-bail nought against 
the Prime Minister’s XI in 
Canberra last week. 

The talk, though, was of a 
possible recall But if there 
ever was a lihawm that he 
might assume the No. 7 spot 
in the side for the ™»vt Test, 
which starts in Melbourne in 
Booting Day, then that was 
dispelled yesterday when his 
first ball, from Brendan Ju- 
lian — left-arm over and 
banged in short — ran across 
his bows, and took the edge. 
Sometimes the game borders 
on the sadistic. 




CwmllynMI 13 Tails Wall 7 

Pontypridd Ti Abaravoa 15 

tbMpH 

Bullih Wofla S Runway 26 

Tredegar 20 Merthyr 16 

Group O 

Aberavon 48 Carmarthen O 22 

Ystrad Rhondda 19 S Wales Poiica 18. 

Onaif 

Bonymaan 51 Naarbridge 12 

Oakdale 7 uwte 12 

FIFTH ROUND DRAW: Grotw *= 
Pontypool Utd * B»w Void. Group Bi 
Cross Kays or Dunveni v Trlmsuran. 

<Vo«*> C= Tatywaln v Bridgend. Group te 
WttUand v PontypOOL Gnrap S: Pany- 
pitfg v Naath. Onw n UsnhlMh v 
Tstiadgynials. Onwp Gx Swancea * 
Newport- (b«a> H: Hlrwaun v Tondu. 
WwupfcCaorpidlly « Cwmavon or ' 
Bedwaa. Grow Ji Maesteg v Btacfcwood. 
Orot— Kx UaneflD v Ynysybw). Groop 
La CardHi or Uandovary v Abertjnsry. 
<boop M: Cwmllyidell y Pontypridd. 

Gre—t H: Tredegar v Ffcxrmey. tkoap Oc 
Ystrad Rbondda v Aboravon. Graop 
Pr Bo n y maa n v UWIC. (To be played on 
Jan 301. 

AMGUOmmLSN FMWDUB 
Bedford 14 Swansea 28 

Wasps 28 CanOf 24 

TB— m vawr wi—nni iF 

fMDIiWai 

Boroughmulr 33 Glaagow Hawks 18 

Hawick 25 Jad-Forast 21 

Hedots FP 32 Watoontaos 18 

Sbrtlng County 10 Currls 18 

Wwt of Scotland 34 Metros* 0 

P W D L F A Fla 
Harlo l s FF 12 10 0 2 427 220 4G 
■ Mrnai 12 3 0 4 338 IBB 40 

QtaBBOwH 11 8 0 3 279 182 *7 

Corf* 10 8 0 2 345 187 35 

ttariek 11 E 0 5 ZKJ 240 88 

Jed F or — t 11 4 2 S 221 288 81 

Boraw^andr 11 3 0 B 342 291 18 

Wtandim 11 3 1 7 239 307 18 

W of Scotland 11 3 0 8 188 283 15 

Stktag CO 10 0 1 8 164 358 4 

AbKdwn’o^p" 21 Edinburgh Reads 13 



Power play . . . Michael Atherton lashes out in Hobart 


ol Portsmouth 1. Hd wi nt er M aud 
Inset 1 Fareham 11-18: X Beckenham 
10-22; a Wimbledon 11-21 . ICnt. 
/Cmu> AaMord 6 S Saxons 0: Brighton 2 
BBHC 1 ; Mkt-Suaaax 1 Savenoaks 2. 

HBOC Richlngs Pk4 Staines 6. Sorming 5 

Phoenbri. 


COOUUM classic (Brisbane) 

I ■aiXus Iknl eoorea 
(A— iiniass stated) 

*71 

SApptafay 88 70 83 58 

*75 

C Spence S5B771T2 

*78 

C Parry 72B8BBS9 

TCaratan 72717085 

*75 

F Senior 73708671 

5 Laycecfc 71688970 

II Cain 70718870 


FKrUST (Dunedin): India ir New 
Zealand abandoned due to rain. 

THIRD 1U7 (Falealabad. Pak): PaU- 
Btan v Zimbabwe abandoned due to bad 
. weather. Zimbabwe lead series HI 
TOUR WATCH (Pietermaritzburg. SA: 
second day): west Indies 256-6 (S Chan- 
derpaul 132no: Klusener3-47) v 
South Alrice A. 

SHEFFIELD SHBD (second day): 
Bri s bane) Ouaarwland 184 and 127-7 (M 
Hayden 51). Tua mania 229 (D HUM 80. 

M DlVanutO 58; Biclwl 4-102). PWtta 
South Au8tre8a 503-8 dec P Fitzger- 
ald 167. J Vaughan 157 no. B jphnaon 73). 
Western Australia iBZ-a (J Longer 
84V Sydney: New South Wales 360 IP 
Emery 5* Inrw* 4-8fl). Victoria 219-3 
(B Hodge 120. M Mod 62). 


EQUESTRIANISM 


OLYMPIA ■fTMMATMNUU.SHOW 
JUMPING CHumOMlM (London): 
THaMimiMCtoBWteil 

Virtual Village Granmach (J Whitaker. OB) 
dev 28A7see * Poor Boy (B 
Maandll.Swttt)clr29.13; 3 Virtual Village 
Ashley (M Whitaker. GB) dr 30^8; 4 
Calvara V (W MNIIger. Swflz) dr SBJS: 5 
Dun (L McNaught Swta) dr 3638; « 

Virtual Village It's Ono (G Biaington. GR) 3' 
fils 41 52. World Cap (taropesn 




SUPBtLCAOliei Canffll 5 Ayr S\ 
Newcastle i Sheffield 5. 
chusteu cupi Fite 4 Edinburgh 5 
(of): Ml hen Keynes 1 Kingston 8; Paisley 
14 Perth 2; Slough B Cheimslora 2; 

Teitord 2 Peterborough 4, 

BALTIKACUP (MOBCawf. Sweden 5 
Russia 3 (Sweden won Cup); Czech Rap B 
Canada 3L 

HHLi Saturdayi Philadelphia 8 Chi- 
cago i; Boston 4 Detroit 1; Montreal 1 New 
Jersey 1 (at}: Toronto 7 NY Rang era 4; 
Buffalo 2 Carolina & Florida 3 Edmonton 1; 
Pittsburgh 3 Washington 0; St Louis 5 
Loe Angdes 2; Vancouver 4 Nashvttle 6; 
San Jose 2 Colorado 1. W tlay i 
Tampa Bay 1 E d m on t o n 4; Buffalo 4 Mon- 
u-oaJ Z Detroit 1 Dellas 3; New Jersey 
2 Calgary 6: Ottawa 5 Carolina v, Anahslm 
2 NY Manners 2 (of). 


WORLD CUP n«NT 


(Wlntertoerg. 

|Ger) indn 


Blogv 

Kd5o 

Mussetbuigh 


14 Dundee HSFP 10 
34 SeUdr* 3 

20 KHmarnock 19 
18 Kirkcaldy 28 

P W D L F A PM 
12 9 0 3 358 152 45 
12 10 0 2 305 189 45 

11 7 0 4 231 180 85 

12 5 2 5 221 234 38 

11 5 1 5 186 220 *5 

12 8 '0 B 182 257 38 
12 6 0 7 288 318 35 
ID 4 1 5 Z32 240 18 
12 2 0 10 178 294 IS 
10 2 0 8 143 258 11 


East Kilbride 9 Peebles 

Glanrotnas 5 Gordon! ana 

Grangemouth 14 Glasgow 3 

Stewarts Mel FP 15 Berwick 

Postponed) Ayr v lodge. 

P W D L F 

Peebles 1211 0 1 235 

■ KEtarfcfe 11 8 0 3 239 

Oi a a g ei Hu iU l i 10 7 0 3 188 

Preston Lodge n 8 0 5 223 

Ayr 10 6 1 3 203 

Barwtafc 11 fi 0 5 173 

Ootdonbna 11 4 2 5 232 

Stewarts teal 10 1 1 B 172 

Qtanrathes 10 2 0 6 110 

Qlaeoow S 12 1 011 H9 


AIB LEAGUE 
First M Hel en 
Ballymena 
Blsckrack Cod 
Buccaneers 
Qarryowen 
Laradowne 
Young Munster 


23 SI Marys 

24 Shannon 
21 Terenure 
46 Gtelweglens 
IS CJ anted 

17 Cork Const 
P W D L F 

3 3 0 0 58 

2 2 0 0 88 

2 2 0 0 48 

3 2 0 1 72 

3 2 b 1 68 

3 1 0 2 52 

3 1 0 2 54 

2 1 0 1 32 

2 1 0 1 29 

2 0 0 2 28 


- 

2 a 0 2 32 

53 

O 

Oalwaulaaj 

3 0 0 3 23 

83 

o 

Seeoad Dtdskni 

BaHynanmcn 

6 Derry 


27 

BecUvo Rngra 

16 Wanaerora 


16 

Dolpfrin 

S Old WBBtay 


6 

Dungannon 

22 Ponedown 


Zi 

DM Bohmoore 

3 PMuUQrea 


7 

Skernee 

10 Greyatoiwss 


» 

Sunday's Wen 

23 Old Creator* 


0 

UCC 

6 DLSP 


13 


P W D L F 

A Pie 

imiyfcWffi 

3 3 0 0 58 

20 

s 

DM aetaetlwe 

3 2 0 1 51 

21 

4 

DLBP 

2 2 0 0 47 

20 

4 

nu rseteiien* 

3 2 0 1 B4 

52 

4 

IfmHeite. ■ 

3 2 D 1 72 

70 

4 

ttataoe 

2 110 15 

11 

3 

BuniBini 

2 1 0 1 52 

33 

a 

tartato cm 

2 I O 1 44 

41 

S 


3 1 0 2 58 

58 

X 


2 1 O 1 34 

33 

a 

llnptan 

9 1 0 2 43 

btt 

a 

EJjarefea 

3 1 0 2 43 

be 

a 

Doipbta 

3 1 0 2 30 

47 

2 

DM Wesley 

4 1 0 3 48 

87 

a 

(ICC 

2 0 1 1 14 

21 

i 

BeHynebbiah 

2 0 0 2 S 

46 

0 


anOBAHK TOUR (Nottingham): 

Ftaata: Maw M Waal (GB) M P Hand (QB) 
6-4 8-4. Woraem J Letro ra (RuB) M 
K Wama-Holland (GB) 5-06-3. 


WORLD GUP (BrsUstava): Men 
(loan): 1 S Fischer (Gw) 24 min 36-lsee; t 
o Meiun Ins (Lari a R Pot roe 

(Fr) Z4vS5A 4 F Luck (Ger) 25X0.6; 5 R 
Catterinussl (It) 25.18ft 8 O Ryzhen- 
kov (Beta) 25.18ft 7 S Azambra (Fr) 
2SLlSft 8 8 Rpjtou (Rub) SS22J3: fl D 
Btoemdalen (Nor) 2523ft lb A Wolf (Gar) 
25J25.0. Wend CMP atandfnn* 1 Fl- 
■cher 104; 8 Potroe flft 3 P Rostovstsov 
(Rus) 97; 4 BJorndalen 85; 5 Luck 94. 
(OsrtaBe. Slovak): 12-Kkm PnrauRsI 9 
Racher (Ger) 33mln ll.lsec; 8 R 
Pat me (Fr) u 43.7sec; 3 P Rosuv&ev 
(Rus) 44ft 4 F Luck (Ger) 46.7; 5 V 
Seshurin (Bela) 1-Olft e 5 Azambra (Fr) 
UBft T V Htatetahti (Fin) 1 JBE. 8 R 
Caiurlnuad (IQ 1-23J5: 8P SandN (Ger) 
1J28L8; lO R Gross (Ger) 1.32.7. 

World Cop s t a ndl a ss a 1 Fischer 134pta; 

3 Potroe 125; 3 Rostovtsev 121; 4 
Luck ltie: 80 EBktemdaien 110:8 Ryz> 
henkav 101: 7 HleMaDU B8: B Cattar- 
Inussl 94; 0 Seshurin. 97; 80 Azambrees. 
Wmw (7ftor0: 1 S Groiner-Petter- 
Mamm (Gar) 20mln 33ftMc; 3 U Dtai [Gar] 
2037.9; s L Grow Sklslbretd (Nor) 

2iD0ft 4 M Forsberg (Swe) 21 JEft 8 K 
Apol (Gar) 21.05ft B C Ntogret (Fr) 

21 DBft 7 G M Andrassaen (Nor) 21.11ft 8 
S lehmourstova (Rue) 2i.llft 0 S Yu 
(China) 21.18ft lO □ Haymarm-Burtel (Fr) 
21.19ft World Cap-rtwidtaasr 1 
Forsberg 132: 3 Dtal l24:3Gretnsf^Petter- 
Memm m 4 Ntograt 98; 5 SKteifarald 
92. (Osrbtle. Slovak): lOkm Pmrifc 1 U 
Dial (Ger) 31mln JB Saoc; 3 S Groiner- 
PStteAUecnm (Ger) at ISJeao; a K Apet 
(Ger) 16ft 4 M Forsbarg (Swe) 338: 5 
A Henkel (Ger) 57ft 8 A Akhatova (Rus) 
U&4; 7 E Datoveka (But) 1.1B.7; 8 D 
Hoymann-Burka (Fr) 125ft BS Ichflioura- 
tovs 1 28ft iO M ZMIner (Ger) izfift 
Wertd Cep e lan d h i iiei t DM 164pto: 3 
Forsbaig 134; 3 GrolneAPaUBr- 

Mmmt i4&4CMogret(Fr)l05;SApel 
100: b ZeilnerST; 7 Skjoitireld 89; 8 
Akhatova 88; B Henkel 81 ; 10 Andreessen 
7B. 



8 | PROFESSIONAL BILL (UvflTPOOf): 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

SILK CUT CHALL WN 1 F Clip 
SMMKl fMHd 

Askam 25 Haworth 22 

Beverley EHufl 12 Towmrtlle 28 

Dodworm 12 Castletord LL 24 

Dudley Hdt 29 Wigan St Patricks 8 



Dudley Hdt 
Ecdes 
M ot d gre an 
Norland 


37 NomeMM 
21 Outton 
39 Croefletdi 


OWhatn S( Ames 34 EltoaborDiigh B 
Queens 28 west Hun 40 

Rochdale Mild 28 Hull Dockers 10 
Seftffewwtb 10 walney Central 6 
Snoot 34 Feauwnnone mw 7 

Sklrtaugh B Ideal Uberg 2 

TnoraMfl 25 Barrow Island 12 

Wigan Rose Br 6 LelgB UR 17 

Wigan SI Jiffies 32 WOotnon B 

wash Brow io London Skdara 10 
Posfpeaedr Egremont v HBydodc 
FeaUwnaonnL vOvenden. 


L eeds ■ 
MUtard 
Shew Crass 


12 RetBMH 
IS MlllOffl 
23 Leigh East 





Coyle (Ira) 4ft 8 M WTvttaker (GB) 3ft 
4 J Tops (Noth) 32: 5= J Fisher (GB), R 
Bril (Noth). W MeUkgar (Bwitz) 27. 

BrltUi 13= J WMtakar, N Skotton A R 
Smith all 20pts. Traxdtata Top Seorai 
1 ITS Me (L Baertwum. Ger) I340p» 
56.78Bec; 2 Wssan Catango Z (J La- 
aink. Noth) 1220 48Jft 3 Loro Plana Ice- 
morka (J Smlt It) 122051.1ft 4 Trax- 
data Gienwood Springs (T Stockdaia. G8) 
1170 54.1ft 8 Grawur 004 (B MaarffiO. 
Swltz) 1110 4630; 0 Camem (L Pedersen. 
Den) 1040 5SB3. PAO Events Chrtat- 
— — Carat SHkeei 1 Ban Patrignano 
Very (F Slooihaak, Gar) 47-56sac; Z 
Loro Plane Laonldas (L Ntabeqj. Ger) 
48.78; 8 BB Coriande (W Meniger. 

Swtct) 499ft 4 Virtual Village Do It (N 
Skelton. GB) 4882; 5 Candy Fuse (P 
Lajeune, Bel) 50.88; Paler Pan V (B 
Maendll, Swhz) 61 JO. PM terants 
Chr lab a aa Pwddtag Wefcat 1 Baldmoor 
(Gelr Guinkaen. Nor) 0 Ota 29 -SOsecrS 
Landdame FRH (Frenke Slooih aak, Ger) 0 
31.0ft 3 Loro Plana Cassandra (Jerry 
8mH. K) 0 38.81: 4 Lb Patron (Rene Tabbei. 
Ger) 4 303& 5 Virtual Village Show- 
time (rack Skelton. GB) 430.09; 5 Caslr 
Ask (Lara Pedereon. Den) 4 34.73. 

Vink M inin a fffa l r ea - 1 Senator Tees 
Hamuer (R Smith. OB) dr 48sec: 3 
BB Corianda (W Meffiger. Switz) dr 47.18: 
3 Vat Is la Forever (P l iff a n ne. Bet) dr 
47 Jft 4 Ramlnka 0 Lampard. GB) dr 
48J4; 5 Loro- Plana Leonidas (L Nle- 
berg. Ger) dr 49.76; « Ultra Liberty (R Teb- 
beL Ger) dr 50.74 Wall Mart a rar 1 
Loro Ptana ATDordno (L Ntaberg, Oar); 3= 

Champion de Lys (L Beerbaum. Ger). 
Virtual Village Rand (J Whitaker. GB); 4= 
Heflos (H Bounty. Fr). Oonrfna 111 (W 
Modifier. Swttz); • Vtok Flower ill (E 
van dor vieuten. Nath). 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


nfi: Washington 20 Tampa Bay 16; 
Buffalo 10 NY Jets 17. 


JkSIAM OAMES (Bangkok): Mens 
ffeah India 1 South Korea 1 lost 4-2 
penal. 3-4 pla c eet Paktetan 3 Japan 
0. Woman Pinal: South Korea 2 India 1. 
■MUSH BfDOOR CHAMNOM- 
8HIP: DWataasl qeaBflam Ent (Alden- 
nam Sell): Blueharta 4 St Albans 4; 
Spalding B Chelmsford B: Dunton 1 Lougtit- 
onlans 1ft 5* Afeans 9 Spalding 4: 
BtueltertS 0 Dunton 4; Loughtontans 8 
Chelmstoid 2: SpaMlng 9 Bluohans 3; 
Chelmatortl 9 Dunton 8: St Albans 4 
Loughtontans 4 Satnttay: St Atoans 
8 Dunton Engineering B; Blueharta 4 
Chelmffiofd ft SpokUng 7 Dunton ft 
Old Loughtonlans 8 Blue hart* ft St ATbens 

6 Cnehnstord 5; Spaktlng 4 LoufiMon- 

tans 18 Final a taw ce wa i 1 Loughtontans 
13; 3 Dunmn ft 3 Si Afitana 8 MW- 
leadta (Birmingham): Crae At Mansfield 
1 Bartord T 16; Mansfield 0 Cannock 
8. Bartord T 9 Caraiock 2. Wtanatte Bar- 
lord T. Qnro B= Khaisa 6 South Notts 
&LBt*BKrufca 4 Bridgnorth 4 5 Note i; 
Look 5S Notts 1: Bridgnorth 2 Lack 5; 
Bridgtord 2 Khotaa 8 Wtanare: Leak. 
[iMortSSter): Oroup Cr Harbome 16 
Bromsgrove 2; Lough boro 5 9Harbome 8; 
NoUnghsm 10 Bromsfirove 3; Loufih- , 
boroS 15 Bromsgrove 1; Loughboro S 7 
Nottingham 5: Harbomo izNoning- 
ham 8 Wtanm Louflhooro. W"ta or 
Gtourport B Sikh Union 1 (Play aban- 
doned during second malen. Tournament 
abandoned). North (Peurlee): Stock- 
ton 3 Bankers 16; Norton 5 Hffil ft Doncas- 
ter IS Stockton 2 Bankers i Norton 4; 

Hull 6 Doncaster 4 Serarttayi Norton B 
Doneaator G: Shstnold Sankara i Hun 
3; Stockton 4 Norton 6; Doncaster 6 Bank- 
ers 7; Hull 14 Stockton 1. FtaalSteorl- 
tegta 1 klotton 12; 2 Hufl ft 3 S Bankers 6. 
Sowtb (Epsom): Oratro Mi Purtay OW 
3 Lewes 11; Bromley 11 PurieyftLswesB 
Bromley 7. Groep Bb Maidenhead 
8 Ramgartila (Middx) Ut; WbSl London IAH 
17 Maidenhead ft Remgarhia 6 We« 
London Inst 1). QiwpQ Portsmouth 7 
Old Bor den tans 4; Eastcclo 18 Ports- 
mouth 4; Old Bordeidans 8 Eastcote ifi. 
Oroup Di Old Hal combeians 0 South- 
gate i£ ffliyol Portsmouth 9 Holcom- 
befens 3; Southgate 12CKyofPorte- 
nuMidi 7. fori rmta Bromley 3 
Southgate 11; Easttote 8 W Ldn tn*t 9. 
Woat ASmvkcM (LarkhU): Htoli Yoovll 
8 Sherborne 5 Fbc&nnda 18 flusiHl 
era for Ha tto n ffil rn ra nt te Dunton Engl- 
noertng. R rebrands, Hun, Norton, Old 
Laughtanlans. Southgate, West London 
InsL Yeovfll 3 Sherborne 


W.'. P 


&0L486sato* M Pntck (Ata) 158578; 3 
A Holdt (US) T«J.7B5; 4 N Huber (W 
UQJHfc 5 J Muallar (Ant) 1 50048; 5 
G Gtelrschar (Aul) 1 J1X7S: T W Huber (It) 
1.51.087; 8 R Ralnar (h) 1 51.116: 0 A 
Zubfenw (Rue) 1.61.166; IO R Fogg (Ger) 
1J1248 1 .a e J n e World Cup etewJ- 
taptel htacld SOBpts; 2 Prack 290; 3 Zoefi- 
DBter 287; 4 Huber 28ft 5 Mueller 23ft 
e Qtelrecfter 211- O uffii lii i t MQrlmmet- 
te/B Martin (US) 1 min 32.54lsec;ZT 
Schleglf M Schtagl (Aul) 1U2.B02; 3 PLurt- 
ner/A Reach (Gar) 1^3.05 2 ; 4CThor- 
pe«3 Shear (US) 1 -38234: 6 A Ftoro- 
chuetz/T Wuedlch (Ger) 13839ft 5 S 
SkeVS Woelier (Ger) 138415; 7 Q Plan- 
konautnerro Haselrleder (ft) 188488 
8 1 Urbansld/A Muchln (Ukr) 188881; 0 C 
Oberetata/P Gruber (tt) 1JS8839: IO K 
BtugeertK Kollar (It) 1J33J30. i.wdn i 
itendtagr 1 Grimetta/Marthi 312pts: 

2 ScMagUSchlBfil 301; 3 C Nhxum/M 
McLain (US) 286; 4 Ptankemitelner- 
ffleselrtader 251; 5 Thorpe/Sheer 245; a 
Skei/Woellar 22ft 7 Ftorachuetz/Wust- 
Hch IBB; 8 LoitnerlResch 18ft 0 L Uck/W 
Marx (Slovak) 115: IO R Suharevs/D 
Leksls (Lot) 114 
Wuuiibi 1 fi Knushui (Oeri 
138799: 2 S Erdmann (Gar) 134JS3: 3 B 
Medarnluiber (Ger) 134JK1; 4 A Tafl- 
vwriter (Ate) 184086; 6 N Obtarcher (III 
1 J94190; 8 S ODD (Got) 1J4207; 7 A 
Noun or (Aul) 134J218 B E Warren (US) 

1 .34271; 8 1 Salle (Lot) 1-34.407; to D 
PreJmfi (It) 1.3481&. Loadtag afaf l uBa. 

1 Otto 830pts; 2 KrnuMwar 318; 3 
Medarnhiiber Ml: 4 Erdmann 2S5; 5 
Nauner 2*1: S Tagwerker 220; 7 Ob- 
Mrefier 181; B G Wotasonatomer (It) 168: 0 
Gone 15ft IO Prelndl 131. 


ALPINE SKIING 


WORLD CUP (Alta Bad la, it): Mew 
Malt elatarm 1 M Von Gruentgen (Switz) 
2mln 41.01 soc; 2 P Hotzsr (It) 2.41.77: 

3 A ScWtforor (Aut) 242J& 4 H Mater 
(Aut) 2-42.84; s R Salzgabar (Aut) 

2.42.80 O C Mayer (Aul) 2.485ft 7 3 ■ 
Locher (Switz) £4895; 8 K A Aamodt 
(Nor) 84384; 0 G Rocca (It) 84434; IO L 
Mua (Nor) 84448 

WORLD CUP (Val Gardena. Bt Mew 
DownM* 1 K GtiecUna (KJ 2m)n 04.1780C: 
2 L Klua (Nor) 2JK31; 1 W Franz 
(Aul) 804.45; 4 H Mater (Aut) 804.65 : 9 K 
A Aamodt (No.) 2JB.lfte ASchHtefer 
(Aut) 2.05.22 : 1 F strobl (Aul) 80827: a P 
JeerDyn (Swe) 805.39; 0 P OrtUab 
(Aul) 805 4ft IO H Kanuss (Aul) 80584. 
WORLD CUP IVeysormaz. Switzer- 
tandL W oraa— Pa ■ r ab Mr 8 A Metaenltzer 
(Aut) Imln 42-66*eK 3 R Cavsgnoud 
(Fr) 1.480ft 3 R Qotschl (Aufi 1 .43.17; 4 C 
Rey-Battal (Switz) 1 484ft 8 F Mas- 
nada (Fr) 1.43.47; 8 H Garg (Gar) 1.4856; 
7= B Perez (It). M Turoeon (Can) 

1^4868 0 M Dorim slater (Aut) 1A870: IO 
R Hausl IGar) 1.4874. ttkn 1 K 
Roten (Switz) imln 280 1 sec; 2 K Koznlck 
(US) 18931: 3 A Paeraon (Swe) 

1 .29.68 4 P Wlberg (Swa) 129.75; HT 
Bakke (Nor) 1JB.B8: ■ S Egger (Aut) 
189-93; 7 N Bokal (Sloven) 1 J0.01: 8 A 
Ftemmen (Nor) 1 jaift 0 J Kostetlc 
(Cro) 1.30.34: IO U Hroval (Stoven) 

1-30.45. C o mhfci od r 1 HHde Gerg 

(Ger) Smln 1815sec; 3 M Ertl (Ger) 

81819; 3 T Gloria (Nor) 81854; 4 J 
KoeteOc I Cro) 81T.ru 8 R GoetEcrri (Aut) 
317^46: 0 F Msanada (Fr) 8 175ft T A 
Metasnllzer (Aut) 3195ft 8 M Dorimetalar 
(Aut) 350 1ft OCBorghl (Switz) 

8281ft 10 B Perez (to 3.2826 


SKI JUMPING 


WORLD CUP lHarrschov. Cz): K1*k 
1 J Anonen (Fin) 2588p1s: X N Kasai 
(Japan) 248: a A widhoecri (Aia) 

242.4; 4 M Aagheim (Nor) 241 JS 5 L Otte- 
son (Nor) 240-4; 8 T Ingebrigtean 
(Nor) 240-3: 0 H Mtyahlra (Japan) 340.3 
Satordayi 1 J Ahonen (Fin) 2383P18: 

3 R Home cWu h (Gar) 2215: 3 K Funahl 
(Japan) 217.B; 4 O Magne Doetmom 
(Nor) 211.4; S M Aagheim (Nor) 209.1; • C 
Dutfnar (Gar) 207.4 LseM n fi 
C» st aatM u g a s t M Sdimltt (Ger) SAOpts: 

X Ahonon 509; 3 Funaki 406; 4 5 

Hannawald (Ger) 23ft S N Kasai (Japan) 
232: 8 W Lortzl (AUl) 211 


NORDIC SKIING 


WORLD CUP (Davos Swllz): Hera 
30kn 1 B Oaehile (Nor) ihr 

14mln 49Z80C * A Prokwonw (Rusl 
at SO.lsec 3 M BoMnov (Aut) 1X8B; 4 E 
Jevna (Nor) 1.30.5: 8 M Fredrikeaon 
(Swe) 1JBJS « l Batoty (8 tovakHA2 .l; 7 J 
teometsa (Rn) 1547. 8 A Statfiober 
(Aut) 258ft O V Lagoon (Rus) 2.12.7: 10 M 
Myllylae (Rn) 825.7. OiraraBWteM 
Cupetteuftaote 1 DeahlleSBQiXFfe- 

drlkeaon 27ft 3 EW«on 22ft 4 B«- 

vlnov 196; 8 Isomatta 177; S SldlflMr 
132; 7 Prokurorov J 3ft 8 Blanrig 120: 

O T A Hall and (Nor) 107; IOC Hoffmann 


Batorttord 1 Cotchecier4 ipswtcn 3 Croe- 
tyz 1. Mir! wtnlrr ita liffno ■■ 1 tov 

wtohio-2s : sCambeUnlv1Mft»Poter- 

boraugh 9-2ft Eorah* Beckenham 1 

Purtay Watcounffane is woMnpnam 2 City 



PHOTOGRAPH; CLIVE MASON 


(Nor) at OZ&ac; 3 L Lazutina (Ruaj 
115; 4 N Gavriil uk (Rus) 133. S S NagoH 
Mna (Rus) 181: • A Reztsova (Rus) 

681; 7 K Smifiun (Eat) 1 095: 3 N Baran- 
ova (Rus) 120 2; 0 S Satonon (Rn) 

1.29.7; I0 1 Taranenko-Terolla (Ukr) 1.37.2. 
Ovorafl World Cup skantengst 1 
Marti nsen 294 pis, a K Neumonnova (Czl 
265: 3 Gaur lljiik 25ft 4 Danilovs 236. 

9 A Ordlna (Swe) I9i: O Belmondo 187. 7 
Smlgun 175: 8 Lazutina 168; O Rezt- 
sova 131: lOA Moon (Nor 1130. Cran- 
oountry relay (4a5km): 1 Russia (O 
Danllova/S Nagajkina/L LazuUnalN GavtU- 
Juk) 54mtn 32.1 sec X Italy IG PaiuzZL' 

A ComortotaTS Belmondots Valbusa) 
58187; 3 Russia 0 (M Laz&kota/N 
Bar on ova/ J Tchegaiowa/A Bortsova 
552L8; 4 Finland 581 4.0; 9 Estonia 
5821.4; O Norway 56.27.0: 7 Sweden 
56.41 J): 8 Switzerland 57.17,8 0 
Japan 57.19ft io Norway II 57204. 


IRISH OPEH (Dublin): Sami Ifc.kli A 
MtMraae (Scot) btT Drago (Mill 6-3. 


SPEEDSKATING 


WORLD CUP (Chunchon. S Kor): 

Maes SOOh 1 J WMherapoon (Can) 
SEEBsec X M Ireland (Can) 37.0ft 3 
M Kunzel (Ger) 37.01 ; 4 J inoue (Japan) 
37-0B-.5G Ntoa (Nor) 37.1ft S P Bou- 
chard (Can) 37-25; T C FltzRandotph (US) 
37.31:8 ManaUu Horn (Japan) 37.38; 
o H Shimizu (Japan) 37.38 io= T Kuroiwa 
(Japan). J Sung-yeffi (S Kor) 37.4ft 
IJXMiml J Wotherepoon (Can) imln 
1321secXASondiiil (Nor) 1.1858 3 
J Parker (Can) 1.14.42; 4 J Hannlnen (Rn) 
1.14ft5t S P Abretkiowtoz (Pol) 

1 .1460: ■ Choi Joa-bong (S Korl 1. 14.88 7 
M Ireland (Cato 1.14.B8 8= J Indue 
(Japan). C FltrRandolph (US) 1.14.94: tOY 
Mtyabe (Japan) 1,15.0ft 
WoowSOOtel CLoMmMJoan 
(Can) 39181: X E Sanmlya (Japan) 40.11; 3 
M Gaibrociu (GOT) 404ft 4 fi Xue 
(China) 40.81; 8 E T Hoiseth (Nor) 4084; S 
M Wang (China) 4088 7 T Okazaki 
(Japan) 40.81; 8 C Wtty (US) 40.82; 0= C 
Turn mock (Ger). A Tonoike (Japan) 

40.84, 1 JKXHm 1 C Wily IDS) 1^0.67: S 
M Garbrechi (Gar) 1^1175; 3 C La- 
May-Doan (Can) l^l^S; 4 E Sanmlya 
(Japan) i .22.11: S T Okazaki (Japan] 
1.2339; aETHotseth (Nor) 13349; 7 A 
Tanofte (Japan) 1.2382: 8 A Sennas 
(US) 12377; 0 C Slmtonato (It) 123 02: to 
C Zummach (Ger) 1 23.42. 


PIOMSHtPS (Glasgowl: Itak 100m 
f r aa ityl a t 1 J Hickman (Leeds) 

4Bft730C a 3 Brum (Balh Unlv) 4898: 3 M 
Kidd (Loathe rh Bad) 4938 1 BOOm 
te M bta 1 G BmUh (Stockport) 14 min 
483QSOC 2 1 Wilson I Leeds) 1S.0B.7B; 

3 G orphan ktea (Ports mo utnl 1818 41. 
lOOm laeast a k i u kea 1 D Mew (Bain 
Uni) imln Q.TOsec: X R Madan (Bath Unlv) 
1.032ft 3 G Bnxren (Bath lintv) 

1.0343. BOOm braeaSttralcer 1 A WN te- 
heed {Coventry) 2mln io (Bsec: a A 
Brae (lib tar) 31426, 3 I Edmond. (Edin- 
burgh) 314.30, lOOm badutrakn 1 
J Htokman (Leeds) S3 45san X N Willey 
(Bath Unlv) 53.74; 3 Sparry (Llvei- 
pool) 54. 18 XOOm be ofc et ra fcet 1 K Son- 
ton (Ponsmoulh) 2mln n.asoec.* K 
Jiggins (Covontry) 2.13 44: 3 C Carter 
(Braintree) 314.72. SOm bottwtty- 1 
M Jones (Ealing) 24E5eec (Welsh reel: a 
G Pinups (Havant & WatertoouillB] 

24.89; 3 S Mavln (Loughborough Univ) 
24.96. loom b u t te rttyi 1 C Fool 
(York) imln I.IBsec; a n Jackson iDcr- 
wentslde) 1J11.47 (GBIun roc); 3= M 
Psdder (Portsmouttil. G Loo iComphiil Ed- 
wardlans) 1.01.77. 200m botterfly: 1 
D wlgg (Nowcostlo) 300 09. a E Clement 
(Klllarwhales) 2 . 01 . 24. 3 C Jones 
(Newcastle) 301.49. tOOmlwMdual 
f dla yr 1 N Rode (Portsmouth) 

57 JO: a P Pole I Both Unlv) 57.9ft 3 D 
Carry (Aberdeen! 3820 aoom kW- 
vfdoal raodtay: 1 S Parry (Liverpool) 

2mtn O.TStac 2 B Lummls (Ipswtcn) 
2JQS8; 3 B Hnrkln (Wenlngton) 30845 
4x1 OOm mmdloy relay: 1 Baft Unlv 
3mln 3872sec; 2 Edinburgh 3.43-43; 3 
Loughborough Unlv 3 48-37. 

W h i m OOm frea et sf et 1 A Snep- 
paid (Mllngavie 6 Beared en) 26.1Dscc. 2 S 
Hopkins (Loughborough Uni) 26.35: 3 
C Devi os (Leesto) 261® 200m framatyte: 
1 C Huddan (Leads) Imln 5861sacr. 2 . 

K Pickering (Ipswich) 1 5923: 3 V Horner 
(Stockport Metros) 30ft53 400m 
f »,wl|tt: 1 K Lags (Forndown) 4 09.75. a 
V Horner (Stockport) 4 1053 3 C 
Smart (MIIHtald} 4 TL66 lOOmbraaoft- 
ata ofc m i 1 L Kfindmarsh (Leeds) 1.9 68: 
a H Earp (Nova Centurtonl 1.0832: 3 E 
Dutton tf.a9daH.11.83 BOmback- 
s t i ufcte 1 K Saxton (Portsmouth) 2938 2 
K Jiogl ns (Coventry) 2859; 3 Z Cray 
(Ipswich) 295ft lOOmlndMdtMlmad- 
tav: 1 D Borland (Ran 98) 1 D4.B3 a K 
Evans [Nova Centurion) 1.05.41; 3 J Lyes 
(Hillingdon) 1.0810. 200ra hwBvktnal 
medleiP 1 S Ftoipn (Newcasbo) 3 tioa: a 
K Evans (Novp Centurion) 2.18.90; 3 S 
Meson (Fortsmouh) 31B.74. rtaioom 
i w adl ay retain 1 Loughborough Unlv 
4mln 17-2 2» OC: X NewcaaHo 4.17.5ft 3 
Nova Conturion 4.18.12. 4i100n< 

r e tain 1 Loughborough Unlv 84820; X 
Nova Centurion 848.44; a city ol 
Newcastle 3-50.44. 
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Racing 


King George VI Chase winner in good shape for repeat bid at Kempton on Boxing Day” Chris Hawkins reports 

Nicholls completes business plan 


S EE MORE BUSINESS 
is 9-4 favourite with 
Coral's to repeat last 
year's success in the 
King George VI Chase at 
Kempton on Boxing Day, for 
which 12 have been declared 
including Tee ton Mill, rated a 
3-1 chance, and Imperial Call , 
quoted at 4-1. 

Paul Nicholls, trainer of 
See More Business, expressed 
satisfaction with the current 
well-being of his eight-year- 
old. who should be at the peafc 
of his career now. 

“I'm pleased with the way 
he's come on since his Chep- 
stow run and everything is 
going to plan," said Nicholls. 
"Provided it goes on raining 
Tm pretty sure he'll take all 
the beating.” 

See More Business did not 
impress everyone when de- 
feating Dam Samourai in a 
three-horse race for the 
Rehearsal Chase at Chepstow, 
but he was giving Sllb to the 
second and time may prove 
that to have been a very 
smart performance. 

Dorn Samourai is 3-1 
favourite with the sponsors 
for the Coral Welsh National 
on December 28, a race In 
which Nicholls Is likely to 
run 10-1 chance Torduff Ex- 
press provided he recovers 
from his exertions in winning 
Saturday's Betterware Cup at 
Ascot. 

"He stays all day and is 
tough so If he's fit and well 
he'll go for the Welsh 
National." said Nicholls after 
saddling his 50th winner of 
the campaign. “Saturday was 
the first time we'd got him 
down to his right racing 
weight this season and he's In 
tip-top shape.” 

Torduff Express ou stayed 
his rivals In the Betterware 
Cup and after Tamarindo. the 
favourite, bad been pulled up 
there was never any real 
threat to him in the last half 
mile. 

Tamarindo, carring a big 
weight in soft ground, was 
having his second race in 
eight days and seemed a tired 
horse according to trainer 
Martin Pipe, who was told by 
Tony McCoy that the horse 
was never travelling sweetly. 

Pipe's Cyfor Malta is out of 
the King George, having had 
too little time to recover from 
the setback which caused him 
to miss the Tripleprint Gold 
Cup at Cheltenham. Chal- 
lenger Du Luc and Cyborgo 
are his entries for the Kemp- 
tan showpiece, although the 
latter is very doubtful, having 
run poorly on his comeback' 
in the Long Walk Hurdle. 

This was not the case with 
the stable's Deano's Beeno, 
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Walking tall . . . Princeful (left) gets np close home to deny Deano's Beeno in the Long Walk Hurdle at Ascot 


PHOTOGRAPH: COLOfWPORT/PtRAH MURPHY 


who very nearly succeeded in 
making all the running over 
this marathon three miles 
and a furlong. Turning for 
home Deano's Beeno had 
burned off all bar PrincefUl, 
but there is no gamer horse in 
training than Jenny Pitman's 
hurdler. In a stirring set-to. 
Princeful got up to win by 
half a length, answering 
every call from Richard 
Dunwoody. 

"The jockey’s got off and 


said that the horse got to the 
bottom of him. but for sure 
Richard never got to the bot- 
tom of the horse,” gasped a 
breathless Mrs P. who always 
lives every second of her ani- 
mals' races. 

"He's got so much courage 
it’s unbelievable and when it 
comes to guts Pd put him up 
there with Corbiere, Royal 
Athlete and Garrison 
Savannah. 

“Tbatn. probably be the end 


of hurdling for him now as I 
want to run him in the Sun 
Alliance Chase at the Festival 
in March and the Gold Cup 
the following year. He 
schooled nicely over fences 
last Tuesday.” 

Nicky Henderson revealed 
Cheltenham plans for Hide- 
bound after his novice had 
taken the Kennel Gate Hurdle 
with the minimum of fuss. 

"He's very, very good — he 
goes left or right handed and 


handles soft ground,” said 
Henderson about the Buck- 
skin gelding. "We seriously 
thought about going straight 
over fences with him this sea- . 
son. but Tm glad we didn't 
and the Sun Alliance Hurdle 
could he the race tor him at ' 

Henderson's horses have 
been in great form for the last 
month or so and the Lam- 
bourn trainer saddled an- 
other exciting prospect in Get 


Real, who won the Frogmore 
Handicap Chase with a bold 
display of jum ping from the 
front. 

Josh Gifford has been in the 
doldrums for much of the sea- 
son, but Kurakka lifted . his 
spirits with an impressive 
display in the "Book Of 
Music" Novice Chase. The 
sky could be the limit for this 
gelding by Morida Son, the 
sire of current Gold Cup 
favourite Florida Pearl. 
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Sport in brief 


Whitehead’s record 
attempt falls flat 

ADAM WHITEHEAD, the European champion from Coventry. 
cdUapsed after his 200 metres breaststroto world record at : 
tempt tolled at the British Short Course Championships in 
Glasgow. The 18-year-old lay slumped in the changing area for 
several minutes but wasgiven the all-clear by the event doctor. 

His coach coach Nick Sellwood blamed the effort and the 
emotion of missing out on theRnssian Andrei Korneev's world 
record. "Adam is okay,” he said. "He bad a bit of rush of blood 
to the head when he came out of the pool and couldn't see.” 

Whitehead's hopes had been raised at last weekend ’3 Euro- 
pean Championships in Sheffield when he was just 0.8sec off the 
record. But he started too quickly in the first half of the race 
yesterday— when he was wen inside record pace — and paid 

for his over-enthusiasm hi the Aral 75 metres. Whitehead 
finished in 2znin lO.OSsec, well down on his best time in Shef- 
field and wed offKomeev’s mark of £07.79. 


Cretier hopes go downhill 

TSE OLYMPIC downhid champion Jean-UKCretier returned 
home to La Hague to. Trance by ambulance yesterday after suffering 
aseasohendingknee injury mSalnWay'&Wprikl Cup downhill at 
Val Gardena. Cfratier initially said Ire would retire but has delayed 
higriertetrtn until gfhqr surgery and reha bilitation. The 32-yeflr-rild 
tore toe cruciate ligament ofhiskft knee and fractured his left hand 
in a highspeed splIL The race was won By Italy's Kristian Gfaedina. 

Swiss sktarsfoond sudden success yesterday when Michael Von 
Gnxangen beat Italy's Patrick Hbizer by Q.78sec to win the World 
Cop giantdalomatAhaBatiia.lt was Switzaiand'aftrst win oa the 
wiWi'w dreattthisaeason, and ■Korin Bnfcgn g*w the Swifts am mm 
thefr first victory for two years by winning the World Cup slakan at 
Veysonnaz. 


T^tawerde fuels Jets’ take-off 

THE NEW YORK Jets have dtoebed their first AFC East Division 
tifle after forir quarterback as Vinny Testaverde threw a pair of 
touchdowns and foe defence-held Doug Elutie in check for a 17-10 
victory over the Buffalo Bills. Testaverde, who completed 14 of 23 
passes for 184 yards, had a seven-yard scoring pass to Wayne 

Chrri)^ and a 71-yard strike to Dedric Ward in the third quarter that 
flwmpH tHowiwwinp w-nra Tho WogTiIngtfOT WpcMrirwY gLiehnwa 

victo r y o v er the Tampa Bay Buccaneers dmched playoff spots for 
Dallas and Green Bay, and kept alive the New Ycrk Giants' play-cff 
hopes. 


Green light for America’s Cup 

ANDY GREEN, the British match racing skipper who has risen to 
32nd in the world rankings, has assured himself of a place in the 
next America's Cup, writes Bob Fisher. While the Spirit ofBritain 
group waits to announce a possible £5 million sponsor. Green has 
not only secured a personal sponsor for next year’s circuit but has 
been selected by Jtihn Kotins to join the Aloha syndicate as an 
afterguard member of their tune-up boat. Green will be a specific 
adviser an the rules as they concern match racing and will link 
with Kolius in Hawaii next summer. 


Home comfort for Appleby 

STUART APPLEBY, nmnerup to Gfreg Norman in the Australian 
Opat at Royal Adelaide, equalled foe tournament record of 271 to 
win his first professional title in Australia at the Oodhnn Oasslc in 
Queensland. Appleby, bow based in the United States, had a final 
round of 68 to finish four shots dear of Craig Spence. Appleby 
equalled the toarnamaif’s four-round record shared by the former 
Open champion lanBaker-Rnch and Rodger Davis. The actor 
Kevin Costner teamed up with Jim Cdbert to shoot a KMmder-par 
final round 62 to win the Lexus Challenge at La Quinta, California. 


Dunwoody favourite to get the call for Imperial 


Chris Hawkins 

R IDING plans for Ire- 
land's King George VI 
Chase challenger Impe- 
rial Cali are expected to be 
settled this morn Lag with the 
names of Richard Dunwoody. 
Jamie Osborne and Ruby 
Walsh in the haL 
The problem or finding a 
jockey for the 1996 Chelten- 
ham Gold Cup winner In 
Kempton's Boxing Day fea- 
ture arose after his regular 
rider Paul Carberry was 
claimed by Noel Meade to 


ride at Leopardstown. Dun- 
woody was the first choice of 
trainer Raymond Hurley, but 
it is not certain yet that he 
will be riding at Kempton as 
he has a retainer with leading 
owner Robert Ogden. 

Robert Parsons, Dun- 
woody’s agent, explained the 
situation: "If Richard is at 
Kempton then he will ride Im- 
perial Call — he would cer- 
tainly like to. 

‘It looks as If Mr Ogden's 
hurdler Davoski (trained by 
Venetia Williams) will run at 
the meeting, in which case 
Richard will be there. But as 


yet no final plans have been 
made.” 

Jamie Osborne has j 
apparently also been ap- 
proached by Hurley, but be 
seems likely to ride Coome 
Hill, his regular mount, who 
has been declared by Walter 
Dennis. 

Osborne has a soft spot for 
Coome HQL on whom he won 
the Hennessy Gold Cup two 
seasons ago and more i 
recently the John Durban 
Chase at Ascot on his come- 
back after an absence of 
nearly a year from the saddle. 

The other name in the 


frame is that of Ruby Walsh, 
who is currently vying for the 
lead with Carberry in the 
Irish jump jockeys’ title race, 
but he too may be claimed to 
ride at Leopardstown. 

All in all it is a real head- 
ache for Hurley, but the 
shrewd money is on Dun- 
woody, who wtU be anxious to 
improve on fals wonderful re- 
cord In the King George, a 
race he has already won four 
times — twice on One Man 
and twice on Desert Orchid. 

Imperial Call was trained 
by Fergie Sutherland when he 
won the Gold Cup. He suf- 


fered a loss of form last year, 
but Hurley seems to have 
coaxed him back to his best 
and he jumped well when 
notching his latest victory at 
Punchestown recently when 
beating Dorans Pride to make 
it three wins out of four runs i 
this season. 

Connections of The Grey 
Monk, 20-1 for the King 
George, are fevouring a tilt at 
the Rowland Meyrick Handi- 1 
cap Chase at Wetherby 
instead. 

"If it came a deluge at 
Kempton then he would go for 
the King George,” said Nicky 


Richards, trainer of The Grey 
Monk, yesterday. "But if we 
don't get the rain then he’ll 
probably run at Wetherby. 
He’s a big. long-striding stay- 
ing horse and Kempton may 
not suit him. 

“He’s also in the Welsh 
National at Chepstow, but. he 
may finish up with a big 
weight there and I wouldn’t 
be keen on running him in 
what could be a slog." 

The Rowland Meyrick has 
attracted a strong field, with 
Suny Bay and Macgeorge also 
figuring among the 13 five- 
day acceptors. 


Equestrianism 


Nieberg reins in £1 1 ,000 
with clear round in the Vink 


John Kerr at Olympia 

L ARS NIEBERG added to 
Germany's successes 
when w inning the Vink Mas- 
ters, a winner-take-all contest 
In which riders chose which 
fence should be raised before 
their round at the Olympia 
Show Jumping Champion- 
ships yesterday. 

On his relatively inexperi- 
enced 10-year-old Loro Piana 
AJbertino he was the only one 
among three who reached the 
fourth and final round to 
remain unpenalised, collect- 
ing £11,000. 

Last year’s winner, his fel- 
low German Lodger Beer 
baum on Champion de Lys, 
and John Whitaker on Randi, 
were the only others in the 
final stage.. Nieberg, narrowly 
beaten in last year's Grand 
Prix on For Pleasure, hopes to 
go one better today. It will be 


his last ride as the horse has 
been sold. 

Earlier Robert Smith on 
Senator Tees Hammer man- 
aged to out-pace a big field for 
the one-round Vink Mistletoe 
Stakes and was followed 
home by five foreigners. 

On Saturday British riders, 
conspicuous by their absence 
from the presentation line- 
ups the previous day, retali- 
ated with six through to a 
nine-horse barrage for the 
Traxdata World Cup quali- 
fier, won to a foot-stamping 
ovation by John Whitaker on 
Virtual Village Granusch. 

The veteran horse, only a 
few days short of his 20th 
birthday, had the fastest of 
five clears to head the Swiss 
Beat Mandli on Poor Boy, 
winner of the corresponding 
class in Berlin. Michael Whi- 
taker was a creditable third 
for Britain on Virtual Village 
Ashley. 



Sihafi on course 
to break record 


Lingfield all-weather Jackpot card 



S IHAFI has a good 
chance of breaking the 
20th century record 
for the most Flat handicap 
victories in a year when he 
lines up for the 49’s Handi- 
cap over six furlongs at 
Lingfield this afternoon, 
write?, Chris Hawkins. 

Rivalling Sihafi in the 
race for the record today is 
Soaked — both horses have 
won nine handicaps — but 
David Chapman's sprinter 
looks unfavourably drawn 
on Lhc wide outside at num- 
ber 14. 

Sihafi (2.40). trained by 
Dnvid Nicholls. is well 
placed in stall one and if he 
can hold his place round 
the tight Lingfield turns 
must be in the firing line at 
the finish. 

The Elmaamnl gelding 
came desperately close to 
the record five days ago 
when going down by a 


short-head to Pride of Brix- 
ton (Soaked finished sixth) 
at Wolverhampton. 

But Lingfield is one of his 
favourite tracks and he has 
already won here four 
times, three of them over 
today’s distance of six 
furlongs. 

Karl Burke’s Night City 
is another remarkable per- 
former and goes for his 
llth win of the year In the 
Christmas Apprentice 
Handicap. 

He has been shrewdly 
placed with seven of his 
wins coming in claimers, 
but with lost 71b appears to 
have plenty of weight this 
afternoon and giving two 
stone to the locally-trained 
Waasef (12.40) may prove 
Just beyond him. 

• Today's scheduled meet- 
ing at Kelso was called off 
because of frost following 
an inspection yesterday. 
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1998 -the defining moments 
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What a difference 
five years can make. 
No one who watched 
the women’s final 
in July will forget 
the day it came right 
for Jana Novotna 
at the third time of 
asking, just as the 
duchess said it would 





It ! 


or A "**ica'st: 


In the first of a 
seasonal series 
on the past year 

Stephen Bierley 

;oyaI condolences . . . Jana Novotnais comforted by the Duchess of Kentafter losing the 1993 Wimbledon final pmjlhmna recalls Wimbledon Summer dish of delight ... Novotna raises the singles trophy at Wimbledon 98 mkehewitt 

Triumph at last for the choker turned joker 

O NE of the most | bad been told by her royal I There is no record of the father’s fnnnss persuaded her She wants to do different In the quarter-finals No- straight-sets win. Virginia "What’s all the fuss abouL 1 
compelling images comforter “Don’t worry. I am crinklies (ie. any player over that she was taking tennis too things, which is fine, but she votna, the th ird seed, defeated Wade, champion in 1977, but told you last year you would 

in tennis during sure it will be third time 20) gathering around a boiling seriously. “I started to enjoy has to find the time to dedi- Venus W illiams 7-5, 7-6 and with a similar record of come back and win," said the 

the closing decade I lucky”, it was generally ftelt I cauldron and tossing in the myself more. In the past cate herself to tennis too.” then beat Hingis, the holder, frailty under extreme pres- Duchess afterwards, and the 

of this century was that Novotna had visited her odd fillet of snake or newt’s people thought I was not a The contrast in their Wlm- 6-4. 6-4 in the semis. “Jana sure, pronounced that “Nath- next dav. men's final dav. No- 


O NE of the most 
compelling Images 
in tennis during 
the closing decade 
of this century was 
oe born of loss. In the 1993 
fimbledon women's singles 1 
- oal and leading 4-1 in the 
lird set, Jana Novotna dra- 
stically crumpled to defeat 
-gainst S teffi Graf and thpn , 
Tift for Atv4n.li nable to contain her emo- 
*** J r* S! ! ons, wept lingeringly on the 
wulder of the Duchess of 
ent 

- Pour years later Novotna 
as on Wimbledon's Centre 
crurt again, losing in three 
its to the 16-year-old Swiss 
artina Hingis. No tears this 
me, but playful resignation 
.asking her disappointment 
: she snatched the silver 
isewater dish away from 
ingis and made as if to run 
f with it 

fit tlTl Despite the fact that she 


bad been told by her royal 
comforter “Don’t worry. I am 
sure it will be third time 
lucky”, it was generally ftelt 
that Novotna had visited her 
last duchess. 

The 1993 image of a heart-bro- 
ken loser cheating on her de- 
spair seemed one that would 
forever epitomise Novotna's 
career, and she would be des- 
tined to be remembered as nns 
of the finest women's players, 
particularly on grass, never to 
win a Grand Slam title 
This year had opened in 
Australia with HingLs, the 
world's No. l, and like Novotna 
bom in the old Czechoslova- 
kia, winning the Australian 
Open tide, thereby setting in 
motion what was expected to 
he a season d ominate d by the 
bright young things — Hingis, 
the two Williams sisters, Ve- 
nus and Serena, and Russia’s 
Anna Kournikova. 


There is no record of the 
crinklies (ie. any player over 
20) gathering around a boiling 
cauldron and tossing in the 
odd fillet of snake or newt’s 
eye, but by the time the final 
at Roland Garros was reached 
the teenies had fallen under 
the spell of what may be po- 
litely referred to as the more 
mature players. 

Novotna fans may have also 
taken heart from Petr Korda’s 
victory in the men's final at 
Melbourne. Another 
renowned under-achiever, the 
30-year-old Czech defeated 
Chile’s Marcelo Rios for his 
first Grand Slamtitle- 

Novotna had noted the com- 
ments of the younger players 
on the Tour, recognised their 
innate confidence, and deter- 
mined to push herself to the 
limits in order to match their 
hunger for success. 

Three years ago, her 


father’s Alness persuaded her 

that- aha was fairing t tannic tOO 

seriously. “I started to enjoy 
myself more. In the past 
people thought I was not a 
nice person because I didn’t 
talk a lot Lately the miscon- 
ceptions have changed, which 
is incredibly important to 
me.” And hnr father has 

She wants to do different 
things, which 1s fingj but nho 
has tO find tha timP to dedi- 
cate herself to tennis too.” 

The contrast in their Wim- 
bledon preparation was sig- 
nificant Novotna arrived two 
weeks in advance, winning 
both the singles and doubles 
titles at Eastbourne. Mean- 

By the time of the Roland Garros 
final, the teenies had fallen 
under the spell of the crinklies 

recovered. Novotna now ad- 
mits to being totally unprofes- 
sional when she was in her 
late teens, and recognises the 
current dilemma facing Hin- 
gis. “She’s not as devoted to 
her tennis as she used to be. 

while Hingis had a holiday to 
the Alps, went to a World Cup 
game to France, shot a sham- 
poo commercial and then ar- 
rived In London just four 
days before Wimbledon 
began- 


In the quarter-finals No- 
votna, the th ird seed, defeated 
Venus Williams 7-5, 7-6 and 
then beat Hingis, the holder, 
6-4, 6-4 in the semis. “Jana 
showed more experience and. 
above all, maturity,’’ said a 
former champion, Chris 
Evert 

Yet had America's Lindsay 
Davenport, the No. 2 seed 
then, and now the current 
world No. 1, won against 
Prance's Nathalie Tauziat, 
seeded 16, in the other semi- j 
final, the supporters of No- 
votna would have surely 
entered the Centre Court with 
considerably more 

trepidation. 

Even the bookies, men 
whose souls are stripped of 
sentiment, had the 29-year-old 
Novotna marked down as the 
overwhelming 1-6 favourite 
against Tauziat. while quot- 
ing a miserly 2-1 for a Czech 


straight-sets win. Virginia 
Wade, champion in 1977, but 
with a similar record of 
frailty under extreme pres- 
sure, pronounced that “Nath- 
alie can’t win". 

This had nothing do to with 
the 30-year -old Frenchwom- 
an's own temperament or 
ability, rather that a Novotna 
victory now seemed pre- 
ordained. 

Inevitably there were mo- 
ments of anxiety for Novotna. 
She was broken in her open- 
ing service game, and al- 
though the break-back came 
quickly the tension was pal- 
pable every time the Czech 
served. 

Having taken the first set 
6-4, Novotna led 2-0 in the 
second set only to be hauled 
back to 5-6. Hie “Oh no, not 
again, Jana" pessimists 
squinted anxiously through 
their fingers. 


"What’s all the fuss about 1 
told you last year you would 
come back and win," said the 
Duchess afterwards, and the 
next day, men's final day, No- 
votna and her mother, Liba, 
could be seen wandering 
around the players's area 
linked by arm and beatific 
smiles, their feet scarcely 
touching the ground. 

And yes, winning Wimble- 
don was "my dr eam come 
true" and everything from 
now on is “icing on the cake”. 
The cliches were forgivable 
for every tennis fan could see 
her emotions and relate to 
them — just has they had 
done in 1993 in quite different 
circumstances. 

The choker turned joker 
was now a Grand Slam win- 
ner, as befitted her talent. 
There was no more heart- 
warming resolution to a ten- 
nis final all year. 


rnn% in £ 11 jM 
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Dhanderpaul ton 
eads recovery 


Basketball 


Athletics 


Snooker 



D NLY rain and bad light 
managed to contain 
Shivnarine Chan der- 
ail! yesterday in Pietennar- 
zburg as the West Indian 
cored a superb unbeaten 132 
n foe second day of a four- 
ay match against South Af- 
icaA 

The weather closed in mid- 
ray through the afternoon 
esslon with the West Indi- 
ns, who had begun the day 
n 77 for three, on 256 for six 
n their first innings. 
Chanderpaul, 27 overnight, 
ompleted his century in 201 
nlnutes off 164 balls with 15 
aurs and a six. When play 
ras called off he bad faced 212 
eliveries and taken his tally 
fours to 20. 

West Indies wait in to lunch, 
i a rocky 194 for five but then 
he 24-year-bld Guyanese bats- 
oan and the reserve wicket- 
eeper Junior Murray put 
■-.ogethcr foe most significant 
land of the toy. They added 
10 for the sixth wicket, riding 
heir luck as Murray was 
topped twice in making 45. 
Earlier, Chanderpaul and 
tarren Ganga had taken their 
ourth-wicket stand begun on 


Zimbabwe in 
the clear 
.despite fog 

B AD WEATHER was the 
only winner In the week- 
end's two Test matches, but 
nought with it celebration 
br Zimbabwe's touring team 
n Pakistan. 

The Zimbabweans, needing 
o avoid defeat to secure their 
irst series victory on foreign 
oil were again helped by a 
hick blanket of fog that has 
ffeverrted play on all of the 
irst four days in Falsalabad. 
ftnbabwe won the opening 
■’est in Peshawar. 

In Dunedin, the first Test 
Mtween New Zealand and In- 
Ha was abandoned yesterday 
.*itb two days remaining and 
without a ball having been 
wwled, after three days offo- i 

^ssantrain. 

The teams have agreed to 
a limited-over exhibi- 
match today. They win 
tfay In traditional whites as 
neither team brought their 
v “loured kits with them, and 
K ’ul use a red balL Unfortu- 
tat ?iy, more rain is forecast, 
Simon Doull has been to- 
weled in New Zealand’s 
fiuad for the second Test in 
10 Wellington on Boxing Day. 


Saturday to 71 before Ganga, 
on 21, edged an away swinger 
from Lance Klusener to Sven 
Koenig at third slip. 

Klusener — the pick of the 
bowlers with three for 47 — 
produced a similar delivery 
next ball to trap Floyd Reifer 
leg before. Murray survived 
the hat-trick ball but only just 
as it whistled past the outside 
edge of his bat. 

• Brad Hodge scored his 
second successive century to 
lead Victoria's fightback on 
the second day of their Shef- 
field Shield match against 
New South Wales. He scored 
120, his highest first-class 
score, as Victoria reached 219 
for three to reply to . New 
South Wales' first innings 360. 

The NSW innings included 
116 on Saturday from Steve 
Waugh, playing his only Shef- 
field Shield match of foe sea- 
son because of international 
commitments. Victoria's leg 
spinner Shane Warne contin- 
ued his comeback from 
shoulder surgery by howling 
26 overs. He foiled to take a 
wicket but said: "This is the 
best I’ve bowled since I 
returned." 


Warne and. 
Waugh to air 
allegations 

S HANE WARNE - and 
Mark Waugh will testify 
via a live video link to a 
Pakistan inquiry into 
match-fixing, the Austra- 
lian Cricket Board said cm 
Saturday. 

Warne said revelations 

that the pair bad taken 
money from a bookmaker 

for information on the 
weather and pitch condi- 
tions during Australia’s 
1994 tour of Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan made no differ- 
ence to their allegations 
that Malik had tried to 
bribe them to play poorly. . 

“I'll be saying the same ' 
things that I said four years 
ago, nothing's changed.” . 
Warne said- “Their [Paid- ■ 
stan] players have testified ; 
against Salim Malik. We’ve j 
testified against him. It’s ■ 
up to the judge.” 

Waugh and Warne, who 
had been reluctant to travel 
to Pakistan, were sum- 
monsed by the investigate 
ing judge to provide further 
testimony after news of the 
bookmaker scandal sur- 
faced last week. 


Leopards finally spot on Radcliffe 

- ■ I Qanantlv tha Vaolac h«ri I Vonf hie nann tft mmud 'stuck in 

the mud 


Williams keeps up century 
touch to peg back McManus 


Christian Bright 


T HE hors d'oaare be- 
came foe main course in 
Birmingham yesterday 
when the Greater London 
Leopards, who had been cast 
in the unfamiliar supporting 
role, staged an impressive 
recovery, redolent of past glo- 
rious seasons, to win. the first 
ctf the National Cup semi- 
finals. 

The Leopards came from 18 
points adrift to beat Newcas- 
tle Eagles 98-95 in overtime to 
secure their place to the final 
against Sheffield Sharks. In. 
the second semi-final, against 
Thames Valley- Tigers, a 
damp squib by comparison, 
the Sharks' succeeded 78-66. -. 


Ice Hockey 

Cardiff close 
ranks during 
lull for Storm 

Vic B atche l der - 

C ARDIFF took foil advan- 
tage of a weekend of Inac- 
tivity for the leaders _ Man- 
chester Storm as their 5-2 
home win over the Ayr Scot- 
tish Eagles cut the gap at the 
fop to only three points. 

The Devils, who have a 
game in band on Manchester, 
went a goal down when 
Shawn Byram opened the 
scoring in the 15th minute. 
But they clinched victory 
with a -powerful second ses- 
sion that saw them out-score 
the Eagles 4-1 through Peter 
Ekroth. Mario Station!. Ivan 
Matulik and Steve Mori a. 
John Parco replied for Ayr. 

The Devils, who. had their 
Opfiflian d e fencema n Derry 
Menard making his debut 
after his recent arrival from 
the Finnish dub Kalpa Kupio, 
wrapped it up in the final 
minute when Ayr -replaced 
their goalie, Sean Basilio, 
with an extra skater as they 
sought to pull bade the deficit 
only for Martin Lindman to 
shoot into the empty net. 

Sheffield Steelers won 5-1 
at Newcastle Riverkings 48 
hours after beating Notting- 
ham 7-4 at. home. Jamie 
Black pnt the RiverkLngs 
ahead after 56 seconds but 
from that point it -was one- 
way traffic as two goals from 
Scott Allison plus further 
strikes by Teeder Wynne, Ken 
Prlestlay and Ed Courtenay 
proved more than enough. 


Recently the Eagles had 
twice defeated the Leopards 
and* 'a third loss looked a dis- 
tinct possibility when they 
trailed 40-22. Chris Fite began 
and ended the first half with 
three-pointers for the Eagles 
who hit nine to all from long 
i range before the interval but, 
significantly, only two 
afterwards. 

It was then that Eric Burks 
shook off the disappointment 
of a wretched first half to find 
the inspiration to transform j 
the match. Robert Young- 
blood and Brian Moore ac- 1 
cep ted his passes to force the j 
Leopards level at 80-80, but it 1 
was Moore’s fellow English- 
man Stedroy Baker who took 
foe game into the extra five 
minutes.- Fouled by Fite, he 


kept his nerve to succeed 
with both free throws. 

Only when Moore and 
Burks connected with succes- 
sive three-pointers in over- 
time, however, did the Leop- 
ards first take the lead. 
Afterwards there was no stop- 
ping them. Tim Moore fin- 
ished as their top scorer with 
24 points but Burks was the 
decisive figure with his 17, all 
but two of which came after 
the interval 

Unlike the Eagles, the 
Sharks did not waste a big ad- 
vantage. Will Johnson con- 
tributed 30 points and 13 
rebounds to their victory 
against the holders, whose 
best efforts came from John 
■McCord and Bryan Balser 
with 18 points apiece. 


Hockey 


India end long wait 


PatRowtey 

I NDIA so long without a 
title, have won the Asian 
Games men’s event for the 
first time in 32 years. They 
defeated South Korea 4-2 on 
penalties after the scores 
were level at 1-1 following 
extra-time in thn final at 
Ranglmlr on Saturday. 

Their success gives them 
automatic qualification for 
the Sydney Olympics as does 
that of South Korea in the 
women’s tournament after de- 
feating India 2-1 in their 
final. Automatic qualification 
for women's continental 
champions has been intro- 
duced for the first time now 
that there will be 10, rather 
than eight competing teams 
in Sydney: 

. . India’s men have a fine re- 
cord in penalty shoot-outs al- 
though they lost their previ- 
ous one, against England, at 
the Commonwealth Games 
when David Luckes made cru- 
cial saves. It was India’s goal- 
keeper who was their hero 
this time, Ashish Ballal sav- 
ing twice. 

In the match Itself, South 
Korea took an early load 
through Yeo Woon-kon but 
the Indian captain, Dhanraj 
Pfllay, a former player in the 
National League with Indian 
Gymkhana, equalised before 
half-time. 

Domestically, Southgate, 
one of the few Premier dubs 
to attempt to quality for the 
national rounds of the 
English Indoor Champion- 


ship, did so comfortably by 
winning all their matches at 
Epsom College. In their final 
game they defeated Bromley 
11-3. The German Elko Rott 
and their goalkeeper Giles 
Gadman were outstanding. 
Up front Neil Hawgood, 
Southgate’s Australian coach, 
made a surprise hut highly 
effective appearance. 

The Canterbury forward 
David Matthews, who sur- 
prisingly was not included in 
the 1999 England squad last 
week, proved a match-winner 
for West London Institute 
who defeated Eastcote 9-8 to 
take the other Southern quali- 
fying place. 

Ian Jennings made a suc- 
cessful debut for Old Lough- 
tomans, helping them to win 
the East qualifier at Alden- 
ham SchooL 

The second Eastern qualify- 
ing place was snatched by 
Dunton Engineering, a team 
that induded several South- 
gate players. They finished 
ahead of the former champi- 
ons St Albans. 

The other clubs to go 
through were Norton and 
Hull from the North; and 
Firebrands and Yeovil & 
Sherborne from the West & 
Services qualifier. 

The Midlands tournament 
was abandoned, after a goal- 
keeper had a seizure on the 
. pitch at Worcester and later 
j died on arrival at hospltaL 

Barford Tigers, Leek and 
i Loughborough Students won 
their groups but the Midlands 
will now have to decide how 
to select their qualifiers. 


Duncan Mackay 

P AULA RADCLIFFE’s 
reputation was 
brought crashing to 
earth in Brussels yesterday 
in her first race since being 
crowned the European 
cross-country champion. 

The Bedford runner fin- 
ished a disappointing 
fourth in the opening race 
of this winter’s World 
Cross Challenge series held 
in the King of Belgium's 
garden. Radcliffe was left 
floundering as Gete Wami, 
Ethiopia's former world 
cross-country champion, 
made a break halfway 
through the 6000 metres 
race, which took place In 
heavy conditions. 

The Briton, suffering 
from a cold, was powerless 
to respond. She finished 
well adrift of Wami. Fin- 
land’s Annemarie SandelL 
whom she had beaten In 
Ferrara last weekend, and 
Ethiopia’s Aeylech Worku. 

“It was a disappointing 
run after winning the Euro- 
pean title, particularly 
being beaten by SandelL 
who I would have normally 
expected to beat,” said 
Radcliffe. 

Afterwards, she travelled 
to her altitude training 
camp in the French Pyre- 
nees. There she was hoping 
to fine-tune her prepara- 
tions for the Durham cross- 
country on January 2 but 
now plans to rest. “I found 
this race tough because of 
the mud and I need a few 
days of rest to shake off this 
cold and genuinely 
recover,” said Radcliffe. 

Even more disappointed 
was Fernanda Ribeiro, the 
Olympic 10.000m champion. 
The Portuguese runner, 
who is preparing for her 
marathon debut In London 
next April, finished 14th. 

There was some success 
for British athletes when 
Hounslow’s Sam Haughian 
won the junior men’s race. 

In the Cross Challenge 
8000m race at Cumber- 
nauld on Saturday, York- 
shire’s Andrew Pearson 
out -sprinted Shaftesbury’s 
Dominic Bannister for vic- 
tory. It confirmed Pear- 
son’s return to form after 
injury and illness. Glas- 
gow’s Vlkki McPherson 
Won the women’s race. 


CO*e Evarton 

M ark williams, the 23- 

year-old Welsh left- 
hander who defends his Ben- 
son & Hedges Masters title in 
February, was strongly 
placed to land his fourth 
world-ranked event when he 
led Alan McManus 6-2 in 
their best-of-17 frames final of 
the Irish Open In Dublin. 

Beaten 6-4 by John Parrott 
in the German Masters final 
last Sunday, Williams beat 
the Liverpudlian 6-1 in Satur- 
day's semi-final and com- 
pleted his progress to 6-0 yes- 
terday with 64, 64 and 101 
breaks. This maintained his 
strike rate of a century in 
each of his five matches at the 
Irish national basketball sta- 
dium, including runs of 139 
and 133. 

McManus, appearing in his 
first world-ranking final 
since winning the Thailand 
Open in March 1996. made 


breaks of 91, 120 and 94 in his 
6-3 semi-final win over Mal- 
ta’s Tony Drago but was not 
in contention against Wil- 
liams until the fourth frame 
in which his attempt at the 
decisive black from distance 
was so wide that he went in- 
off to go 4-0 down. 

At 6-0, Williams had 
dropped only five frames all 
week and thoughts started to 
drift to the possibility of the 
first whitewash in a world- 
ranking final since Steve 
Davis drubbed Dean Reynolds 
10-0 to win the Rothmans 
Grand Prix nine years ago. 

McManus's hopes deterio- 
rated further when Williams 
obtained the two snookers he 
needed in the seventh, only to 
wobble the long black that 
would have made it 7-0. Hav- 
ing got off the mark with one 
black-ball win, though, Scot- 
land's world No. 8 cleared 
with 32 for another to reduce 
his interval arrears to four 
frames. 


Ski Hotline 

The latest snow and weather reports from 
180 resorts in Europe and North America. 
Resort Report by Phone 

Dial 0901 47 70 046 

Resort Report by Fax 

Dial 0906 55 00 636 . 
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Rugby Union 


Premiership: Bath 1 1 Saracens 19 


Robinson haunted 
by the ghosts 
ofBath’spast 


Ian Malin discovers a tradition that has 
lost its meaning as winter begins to bite 


LADE’S Merry Christ* 
Christmas Every- 
■^^Rbody over the Tannoy 
^■^was drowned out by 
even more disturbing sounds 
at the end of Bath’s fifth 
successive deFeat. Boos 
greeted Bath's players seek- 
ing the sanctuary of the dress- 
ing-room as Saracens waved 
to the Fez Boys huddled in the 
Opposite corner of The Rec. 

The delights of Bordeaux 
last ' January must have 
seemed as distant as a tropi- 
cal beach. From strutting cup- 
winning European roosters to 
oven-ready turkeys in less 
than 12 months. 

Bath have never lost five 
league games in a row before 
and Andy Robinson, their 
coach, knows that in the 
harsher world of professional- 
ism, the fing»»r pointing his 
way is not beckoning a Lot- 
tery winner. 

“Yes, people have told me I 
should resign. They have told 
me to my face. And the only 
answer I can give them is 
through the quality of our 


performance on the pitch. But 
Tm not going to give this up. 
There is plenty to play for. 

“On October 29 we were on 
top of the table and people 
were saying that this was the 
old Bath. But it is noL It is the 
new Bath, a team we are try- 
ing to develop. I'm part of that 
old Bath. It was great and a 
lot of the old values are still 
here. 

“We dominated in the old 
amateur days. But it was be- 
fore there was a domestic 
market in International play- 
ers. Now Saracens turn up 
with players like Penaud, 
Pienaar, Coker and Wallace. 

“Our history was not about 
style. It was about winning. 
But doing that is a lot harder 
in professional rugby." 

Robinson’s opposite num- 
ber Mark Evans agreed. 
“Bath used to have an aura, 
but it no longer exis ts, and I 
wonder if it will ever exist 
again in English rugby. Liver- 
pool had a similar aura in 
soccer. For years we came 
here and got nothing. It was a 



In charge . . . Saracen Kyran Bracken 


DAVID ROGERS 


great English tradition but 
not now.’’ 

Saracens have beaten Bath 

four times in succession. And 
more worryingly for Bath, 
they did so on Saturday with- 
out playing particularly wen. 

The Saracens defence was 
outstanding, as had North- 
ampton’s been when they won 
here a week earlier. But in an 
undistinguished match there 
were only brief passages of an 
uplifting play. 

One. conjured up Saracens’ 
try midway through the first 
half. The visitors strung 
together around 30 passes 
with the excellent Brendon 
Daniel making a vital break. 
From the ensuing scrum, 
Kyran Bracken darted 
through a huge gap and found 
Steve Ravenscroft on his 
shoulder to score. 

There were brief nourishes 
from Bath, and one ended 
with an interception try from 
the promising fain Raidin g, 
but Gavin Johnson’s four 
successive kicks at goal al- 
ways put Saracens out of 
range. In truth. Bath never 
really looked likely to win al- 
though they may have had a 
case for a penalty try just be- 
fore the break when Daniel 
appeared to tackle Adebayo 
without the ball. 

Despite these teams having, 
in Dan Lyle and the Man of 
the Match Tony Diprose. 
No. 8s who handle like slip 
fielders, neither side was able 
to build up an attacking 
momentum. 

And Bath's problems 
mount They lost their scrum- 
half and captain Andy Nicol 
as early as the eighth minute 
and he was replaced by the 
less effective Steve Hatley. Ni- 
col has damaged knee liga- 
ments and so looks unlikely 
to play again this season. 

Another half-back. Jon 
Preston, has a ruptured 
Achilles tendon after only one 
league appearance, and PhH 
de Glanville’s shoulder opera- 
tion will put him out of action 
for club and country until 
after the start of the Five 
Nations. 

As Robinson says: “There is 
□o hiding place. That’s the 
beauty of sport” But it is 
deeply ironic that he is just 
the sort of player Bath need 
in what is turning into a win- 
ter of discontent at The Rec. 

SC OR BUS: Batlu Tryi Balshaw. 
Pa nail Ira Call 3. Sari cans: Try! 
Raven acrolt Cemratoai Johnson. 
nsnStlm Johnson 3 . Peon goafaPanouQ. 
Bdk Perry; Batohow. Moggs. Guacott. 
Adetwyo; Can. Nicol (capt Halley. 8mln): 
Hilton (Uollatt. 72). Long. Ubogu. 
Borlhwlck IS turn ham, 49). ReOinin, 
Eanishaw (Thomas. 49). Paters. Lyle. 

S a ra r e nin Johnson; Daniel. ConataHo. 
Ravenscroft. R Wallace: penaud. Bracken; 
Batman (Retoy. Tt). Chirtar, P Wallace. 
Johns. Grew cock. Coker (Ogilvto. 86). 
Pienaar (capt). DJ prose. 

Wafer— r A Rcmrden (Berkshire). 



Tiger ensnared . . . Leicester's Leon Lloyd Is tackled by Chris Catling of Gloucester at Klngsholm on Saturday 

Gloucester 1 8 Leicester 23 


PHOTOGRAPH: STEP)®* MONDAY 


Tigers’ pack I 


Robert Arm s trong sees Leicester stay 
in pole position in the race for the title 


C ONFIDENT, aggres- 
sive Leicester en- 
joyed the rare expe- 
rience of blitzing the 
Gloucester pack so compre- 
hensively that for long peri- 
ods the Klngsholm faithful 
were reduced to silence. 

Even the sound of pint 
glasses clinking in the dub 
bar was perfectly audible in 
the cold air as Tim Stimpson 
consolidated Leicester’s dace 
at the top of the Premiership 
with a couple of penalties 
from distance in the dosing 
minutes of this grinding 
struggle. 

It may not have been the 
most exciting finale to a spir- 
ited slugfest that was high on 
endeavour, low on enterprise, 
but the Tigers had no qualms 
about profiting from the 
string of errors their superior 
forward play had induced in 
the hosts. When Dean Rich- 
ards, the Leicester manager, 
prowled the touchline, one 
Gloucester wag who feared 
tiie master of the drive-maul 
might come on, shouted: 
“You’re making me nervous. 
Richards." 

Victory at fortress King- 


sbolm wifi be seen by Leices- 
ter as a hugely aignHlmint 
milestone an the road to what 
they hope will be their first 
league title in the profes- 
sional era. It spoke volumes 
for their iron-willed commit- 
ment that the Tigers fre- 
quently frittered away good 
possession yet never looked 
in genuine tfangpr of losing, 
even when Gloucester led 
15-11 and then 18-17. 

No player performed with 
greater authority than the 
Leicester No. 8 Martin Carry, 
which is saying something 
considering that his opposite 
number Steve Ojomoh was 
Gloucester’s most effective 
bail-winner by a country 
mile. Just as the Newcastle 
pack swept all before them on 
their way to the title last sea- 
son. the rampaging Tigers 
have the power and the pre- 
science upfront to anticipate 
problems and devise working 
solutions within seconds. 

The leaders could even af- 
ford the luxury of lasing their 
captain Martin Johnson to 
the sin-bin early on for trad- 
ing blows with Chris FOrtey, 
the Gloucester hooker who 


was fortunate to stay on. Hie 
host side were unable to take 
advantage mainly because the 
Leicester flankers Nefl. Back 
and Paul' Gustard proved 
adept at denying Gloucester 
quick ball, something they 

inanng nH all gfr pmnr m 

Only in the third quarter 
did Gloucester show some 
passion when an opportunist 


Gloucester 
lack players 
of the highest 
calibre in 
key positions 


try by the replacement Mark 
Mapletoft hinted at a creative 
potential that sadly never ma- 
terialised. Instead, the Tigers 
turned the screw, stepping up 
the pressure in the set-pieces 
and making sure that the 
game was played mostly on 
the edge of the Gloucester 22. 
Had the injured Joel Stransky 
been on band to direct mat- 
ters, Leicester would surely 
have added to their early try 
by Dave Longheed In the left 
corner. 


“Gloucester rattled bur 
cage and shook us up a bit 
when they scored after the 
break but I couldn't see us los- 
ing because we were winning 
a huge amount of posses- 
sion," said Richards. 

“We did miss Stransky in 
those situations where expe- 
rience would have counted 
but I thought Geordan Mur- 
phy did a reasonable job at 
fly-half — be just needs to de- 
velop a bit more confidence. 
We’d have liked to get theper- 
fect gamp, out of everyone but 
it doesn’t always happen on 
the day, does it?” 

It is hard to escape the con- 
clusion that Gloucester are 
failing to challenge the lead- 
ers — they have also lost at 
home to Wasps and away to 
Northampton — primarily' be- 
cause they lac* players of tire ■ 
highest calibre in key potfi-V 
tions such as open-side, 
flanker and scrum-half. 
Whether Richard Hill, their 
director of rugby, can engi- 
neer an upturn In their for- 
tunes. especially away from 
borne, must be open to doubt 
unless the club owner, Tom 
Walkinshaw, is ready to back 
his ambition with more c ash . 

According to Hill, his 
team's performance was their 
best for several weeks — 
“their commitment is some- 


thing to build on" — yet any 
side that twice takes the lead 
in front of a partisan 10,000 
crowd and still loses rather 
tamdy has problems. One 
cannot agree with Hill that 
Gloucester merely have an in- 
consistent attitude in their 
away games: the plain feet Is 
that they lack the squad 
strength in depth which 
would make them properly 
equipped for Premiership 
One. 

How else to explain why 
Gloucester ultimately gained 
so little benefit from scoring 
two of the game's three tries? 
After their wing Brian John- 
son replied in kind to Lough- 
eed’s touchdown, Leicester 
coldly raised the stakes and 
Stimpson, looking every Inch 
the Lion he was last year, did 
■the rest with six penalties 
^from every part of the field. 
Poor Gloucester could only 
stand and stare. 

SOPH— I Wnw In Trias Jamison. 
Maplatoft. Conversion: Mapietolt 
I V««M i a Mapletoft 2. M mH B Try: 
Laugh mcL PiaiWiu. SUmpoon 8. 
OloBccnton Catling: B Johnson 
(Maplatoft. 36mlnj. Panama. Tombs leapt). 
SaM-Andrfl: Matmix. Sandora (Benion, 
90): Wlndo. Farley (McCarthy, h-i). 
Doocon (Powlos, 8t|, Fldler. Cornwall 
I SI ms. 81). Jones. Conor. Ojomoh. 

I eloaa te e i Stimpson; Longhead. Potter 
Howard. Lloyd: Murphy. Haalay. 
Rowmraa {JaUsy. 70). Codtorill. Gorforlh. 
M Johnson (capt). Von Heordon. Gustard. 
Back. Carry. 

muHrrnm N Williams (WRU). 


London Irish 20 Harlequins 1 6 


Welsh round-up 


Bachop’s wonder try stops Irish thinking of home 


Robert KItson sees a moment to rival 
Gareth Edwards’ famous Barbarians score 


W HEREVER London 
Irish end up playing 
their home games , 
next year, a shaggy dog story | 
with plenty more mileage in 
it their supporters will have j 
to travel a long way to find a 
better try than the one that 
dazzled Harlequins into rare 
submission on Saturday. 

Maybe Dick Best, the 
Exiles' director of rugby, 
struck a pre-Christmas chord 
in the week with his lament 
about skills fa fl ing to keep 
pace wtth muscle develop- 
ment in the professional era. 
In any event after a disap- 
pointing display at Saracens 


Best’s men answered the call 
with such a flourish that 
Stephen Bachop’s 32nd-min- 
ute score already protrudes 
from this season's sack of 
Allied Dunbar delights. 

Imagine Gareth Edwards’ 
Barbarian effort in 1973 re-en- 
acted for Fantasy Football in 
Irish’s muddy back garden in 
Sunbury and you get the gen- 
eral picture. On this occasion 
it was the wing Jarrod Cun- 
ningham who filled the Phil 
Bennett role, running back 
towards his own line to 
gather a bouncing ball before 
launching a wonderful left- 
field stampede. 


The New Zealander slipped 
O'Shea away on a great angle 
out of the 22 before Rob Gal- 
lacher. Jake Boer and Kieron 
Dawson all delivered per- 
fectly timed passes at pace. It 
remained for Bachop to con- 
found those unsure he had 
the legs to sprint 50 metres to 
the left comer, and his side to 
ensure it was not for nought. 

“At least we won the game, 
otherwise we’d have been 
harping on about the try for 
the rest of the season. It 
makes Christmas almost tol- 
erable,” said Best the sort of 
taskmaster for whom the fes- 
tive season is merely another 
string of dates bn the condi- 
tioning calendar. Amazingly 
he will be giving his side the 
day off prior to their Boxing 
Day fixture against Rich- 1 


West Hartlepool 9 Northampton 33 

Saints show no mercy 


David Irvin* 

T ALK of survival for 
West Hartlepool at the 
season’s end seemed 
more than a little prema- 
ture as normality returned 
at Victoria Park yesterday. 

Having beaten Bedford, 
closest to them at the foot 
of the table last weekend. 
West found Northampton, 
from the opposite end, too 
much of a handful, and lost 
emphatically by five tries 
to nil. 

Northampton are now 
level with the leaders 
Leicester, who hold a con- 
siderable points -difference 
advantage, and their next 
meeting at Franklins Gar- 
dens on March 13 — the 
Tigers won at Welford Road 
— could have a crucial bear- 
ing on the championship. 

Once again West could 
not be faulted for their en- 
thusiasm and effort. In 
team-work, however, they 
never matched Northamp- 


ton, although Stephen vue 
tried to orchestrate things 
with a splendid perfor- 
mance at stand-off until. 

like five team-mates, he de- 
parted injured. 

On a bitterly cold day, 
errors were inevitable. 
Numb fingers saw repeated 
attacks, especially by North- 
ampton, founder, and it was 
the Saints pack who carried 
the day. None contributed 
more than the hooker Feder- 
ico Mendez, their inspiring 
captain Tim Rodber, Budge 
Pountney and Pat Lam. The 
latter scored two second- 
half tries. 

Though Vile controlled 
the first half well, and 
kicked three penalties as a 
result of West’s territorial 
supremacy, the only time 
West threatened a try was 
when Vile shimmied 
through only to be cut 
down five metres short by 
the Northampton defence. 

Vile’s kicking in the first 
period was convincingly 
countered hy Northampton- 


mond. "Tm weakening,” he 
admitted. 

“I was very proud of the 
boys. They played with a bit 
of passion and proved we 
could be a good side if we won 
even 50 per cent of the line- 
outs. Every time they kicked 
the ball off the field I thought 
’Christ that’s a clever ploy by 
them’ because they knew 
they’d get it back again.” 

Quins will use the video to 
study the day’s two other tries 
rather than Bachop’s. Whether 
Keith Wood made a double 
movement as he stretched to 
score was debatable; the penal- 
ty try on the hour awarded 
against a non-retreating de- 
fence when Malcolm OTWly 
took a quick tap three metres 
out looked less so. 

At least Quins’ first defeat in 


seven League games was noth- 
ing on the scale of the 82-14 
defeat on the same ground last 
season, but where will Irish 
host than next time? Their 
chief executive Geoff Huckstep 
win put a list of ground-shar- 
ing proposals before the board 
in mid-January, always assum- 
ing punters can be persuaded 
the stout elsewhere is worth 
the journey. 

Chelsea have been sounded 
out but reportedly want 
£85,000 per home game; the 
Oxford United rumours ap- 
pear to have been a desperate 
wheeze to pacify the soccer 
club’s bankers. Staying put 
would Involve persuading the ! 
local council and residents 
that an enlarged sports com- 
plex would enrich the com- 
munity more than packing I 


the site wtth houses. “The 
most important thing for us is 
that we're in the big competi- 
tion next year whether we 
play here or somewhere else,” 
said Best 

The club may yet face Sara- 
cens In a league game in Dub- 
lin on May 1, subject to a gen- 
erous sponsor being found. 
How often do we hear that 
phrase these days? 

kO M Mi London HMTMM Bocitop. 
penalty try. rrn a rara lonai Cunningham Z 
FMM CBM Ingham 2. H ariogrinm 
Try. Wood. Conversion! Sctiusier. 
Pa n otH a oi Schmttar 3. 

L o n don Mam CTaooa (capt); Bishop. 
Burrows (Todd. 80ml n), Venlor. 
Cunningham (Woods. 80): Bichop. Put 
Halley. Howo (Klrko, 60). Fuilman 
(Hardwick, 72), Strudwlcfc, CKelty. Boer. 
P o wa on . Gonacher (sptear. 68). 
Hartamdan WlUams; O’Leary (Kaytar. 
75). Officer. Schuster. Lugar. Lacroix 
(capt), Harries (WrlghL 37); Leonard, 
Wood, Hatpin (Barnes. 68), Llewellyn. 

Wft Leech, Jenkins, Swastry. 
Marne* E Mocrtson (Bristol). 


Newcastle 30 Sale 1 5 


Falcons given a Legg up 


First Pountney went over 
from a line-out and a quick 
tapped penalty by Dawson 
and a ran in which he 
eluded three defenders 
underlined Northampton’s 
quicker thinking and 
greater penetration. 

In the second half it was 
virtually one-way traffic. A 
perfect inside pass from 
Lam gave Dawson a second 
try and It was the Samoan 
No. 8 who claimed the last 
two. his second after a bril- 
liantly timed flick pass 
from Matt Alien. Grayson 
chipped In with four con- 
versions as Northampton 
took to nine their victories 
In their last 10 outings. 

secures. Wart Haritap— fc Pa-Mao. 
Vho 3 NuaWiai uutoai Triao Pountney. 
Dawson 3. Lam Z Ceneeraleaai Groym 

Wool KarUapaofc Farrell. Tanglnoa. 
Mullins (McLurd. GBmlnl. Greaves 
IBoroon. 19). John. VKo I Handley. 88). 
Etono. Sparta. McDonald, P Boat. Fame* 
(eapil. Gladisr. (Casaidy. Z Whitehead 
3 41. Ponton. Uonluay. Brewer 
HarttaaiioMun N Bui; UW, Blyth. Alton. 
Sleqiuhoima. Grayson, Dawson: Pagel. 
Mends. Smart. Metcalfs, Radnor (caul). 
Sooty fPhimps. 69i, Pommy. Lam. 
' Mw i a B CampMfl (Yortahlrol 


Michael Prestage 

N ewcastle have not 

lost a home game on 
this ground, Kingston 
Park, since January 1996 and 
Sale lacked the firepower to 
seriously challenge that im- 
pressive record. 

Sale never won enough pos- 
session to seriously trouble 
Newcastle and five tries to 
two in the home side's favour 
was an accurate reflection of 
the play. 

The line-out was a disaster 
for the visitors throughout. It 
appears that the throwing-in 
fraflities of the hooker Phil 
Greening have not been cured 
on the journey north from 
Gloucester. 

The fourth-minute opening 
try was Newcastle at their 
simple and efficient best Dod- 
die Weir caught the line-out 
and the forwards drove before 
the scrum-half Gary Arm- 
strong went on an angled run 
to the line. Newcastle are. as 
Sale's coach John Mitchell 


noted, well organised and 
iday as an effective unit 

His own side seemed to 
have acquired the happy 
knack of unearthing fafanfpd 
wings. England's David Rees 
and Tom Beim are already at 
the club and the 19-year-old 
Steve Hanley is a prospective 
future international. He Is 6ft 
Sin, 16st and Hast Certainly 
the Newcastle players were 
left trailing in his wake as he 
made a 35-metre sprint for the 
line. 

Newcastle's riposte was 
swift with three tries that 
showed up Sale's defensive 
fraflities. In the first. Matt 
Moore lost possession and 
Newcastle’s No. 8 Ross Beat- 
tie seized the opportunity to 
work the ball wide for Stuart 
Legg to score. 

The full-back crossed for 
the second in the opposite 
comer In the 23rd minute 
after a break by the centre 
Martin Shaw , and Shaw him- 
self got the third try when 
Sale again turned over 
l possession. 


Jonny Wilkinson’s penalty 
in the 47th minute gave the 
home side a healthy 17-point 
lead. .Bat when Shane 
Howarth dummied and side- 
stepped to wrongfoot the New- 
castle defence, Sale were 
within 10 points. However, 
three white cards played a 
part in the messy finish. 

First Ross Nesdale punched 
in retaliation to Peter Angle- 
sea's stamping — that ac- 
counted for those two — and 
then Kerin King received the 
thir d for rhwHng Gary Arm- 
strong wtth his elbow. The 
last word went to Garath 
Archer with an injury-time 
try. 

SCORERS* It Mm atm THmi 

Armstrong. Legg 2. Shaw. Archer. 
Conversion: Wilkinson. Penalty: 
W1IU noon. Mm Tries* Hanlon Howarth. 
Coavonfam Howarth. l»»imEyi ll wnn . 
HavoMtlw Legg: Naylor.' Shaw. 
Wilkinson. TiBgamala: Andrew (capQ, 
Armstrong; Graham. Nacdalo. Kurter. 
Weir. Archer. Walton. GaraneU (Horton. 
STmln), Beattie. 

Mm MW Undo* (opt); Moore. Mather, 
Yana. Hanley: Howar t h . Smith (HUs. 64): 
Wlnstanloy. Groaning. Boll. Raiwahil. 
Baldwin. Anglo* bo. p Sanderson (A 
Sanderson, 73), Mochacak. 
nitam R OWwqij (Scottish RU). 


Lack of goodwill 
for unity appeal 


Paul Reas' 

C HRISTMAS may be 
approaching but there 
is little sign of good- 
will in Welsh rugby. With 
less than a year to go to the 
World Cup, which Wales 
will host, the Welsh Rugby 
Union feces losing Cardiff 
and Swansea permanently 
wtth Pontypridd and Llan- 
elli, disenchanted with low 
crowds and .their low pro- 
file. Hkejyto follow suit. 

The WKU was due to an- 
nounce on Saturday the four 
clubs it inhmifa bankrolling 
in next year's proposed Brit- 
ish League bat delayed for 
two reasons- Cardiff and 
Swansea have made no sub- 
missions and a British 
League has yet to be agreed. - 
The WRU chair man Glan- 
mor Griffiths has appealed 
for unity but it is likely to 
fell on deaf ears. He 4s the 
chairman of the Home 
Unions working party set up 

to create a structure for a 
British League. It meets on 
Wednesday, but if the league 
does get off the ground it 
now looks certain to be 
purely Anglo-Welsh. 

“It is vital that we get a 
cross-border tournament 
going next season,” said 
Griffiths. “The door is open 
to Cardiff and Swansea. I 
am mafntalniwff a dialogue 


with them and I wfil do all I 
can to resolve the differ- 
ences we have.” 

Cardiff provided the shock 
of the Swalec Cup fourth 
round on Saturday, even 
though they did not play, 
their tie against Llandovery 
at the Arms Park was post- 
poned because of work on 
the Millennium Stadium. 

The two dabs had been 
unable to agree an alterna- 
tive date. Under WRU rales 
that meant Llandovery 
would have a bye into the 
next round, even t houg h 
technically it was the WRU 
which caused the match to 
be called off. Cardiff have 
now apparently agreed to 
travel to Llandovery on 
January 12. 

TJanharan went close to 
toppling Premier Division 
Newport, who trailed 20-19 
with three minutes to go 
i andwere without their lock 
Gareth Taylor, sent off for 
two yellow cards. However 
Newport withstood a late 
siege before their New Zea- 
land full-back Matt Cardey 
crossed for a try to seal a 
25-19 victory. 

“We should have won,” 
said Llanharan’s coach 
Keith James, a Newport 
player in 1980 when the 
club lost to Penclawdd- in 
what was then the biggest 
giant-killing act in the 
cup’s history. 


Mixed fortunes for the rebels 

T HE Welsh rebel dubs had { Howard landed three penalties 
mixed fortunes yesterday and Charlie Harrison scorn* a 


■ mixed fortunes yesterday 
as Swansea won 28-14 at Bed-, 
ford white Cardiff lost 28-24 
away to Wasps. 

Swansea's llth .win in 15 
starts In the Anglo-Welsh 
series followed a three-try 

surge at -the start of the second 

bag thro ugh Scott fliWw , ivan 
■nwmasandColtaCharvis. ■ 
Arwe] Thomas converted all 
three to add. to his first-half 
kick after Lee Jones’s try. Sam 


Howard tended three penalties 
and Charlie Harrison scored a 
late try for Bedford. 

Lee Jarvis collected 19 
points to win the fly-half 
battle, with Alex King , but 
Wasps stm inflicted Canliffs 
fourth consecutive defeat 

Wasps scored tries through 
Dinos Alexopoulos, Andrew 
Le Chevalier. Josh Lewsey 
and Simon Mitchell, with- 
Jarvis and John Humphreys 
replying for Cardiff 
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Blake’s heaven puts the . 
thunder of Keane in shade 

E VEN the Wohree manager | Barnsley are looking ft 
Cdin Lee agreed that his ward to the arrival of the ft 


KCoiin Lee agreed that his 
teenage prodigy Robbie 
Keane had been over- 
shadowed for once In the 2-1 
defeat at Bradford 
_ The player who stole 
Keane’s thunder was another 
Robbie, City’s Robbie Blake. 
*ho scored the opening goal 
and then set up Lee Mills to 
clinch his team’s sixth home 
in seven, 

Although Keane grabbed a 
consolation goal for Wolves, 
Lee was left singing the 
Praises of Blake — a modest 
£2W I oo& signing from 
UHllhgtOfL 

T thought the boy Blake 
was the outstanding player 
there. K we had had him 
m our team. It would have 
“to a different mult," said' 
l*e. 

, the Bradford manager Paul 
“fwil concurred about his 
*B-Wai>old striker “He has 
fpeh good technique he la dif- 
uodi to marie." 


Barnsley are looking for- 
ward ft) the arrival of die for- 
mer Wolves striker Don 
Goodman at Oakwell today. 

Goodman, of the Japanese 
J League side Hiroshima, is 
starting a loan spell with 
Barnsle y, whose 3-1 home de- 
feat against Swindon saw 
them slip info the bottom half 
of the table. . _ 

Their manag er John Hen- 
drie confirmed: “Don flies in 
from Japan and will be with 
us for three months during' 
their winter break.” 

Iffy Onoura was on target 
twice for Swindon, whose de- 
lighted manager Jimmy 
Quinn beamed: “I -just 
couldn’t believe it at halftime 
when we were 3-0 up." 

The Grimsby captain Paul 
Groves scored a late winner 
to sink Watford 2-1, while the 
Tranmere manager John Al- 
dridge put an unexpected 2-0 
win at West Brom down to an 
attacking line-up. ’-’It sur- 
prises teams," he said . - 
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Second Division 

^HRIS COLEMAN gave 
W^Mahamed AI Fayed a 
Christmas bonus when his 
goal took Fulham to the top 
of the table after their 
seventh away win of the 
season. 

Kevtu Keegan has spent 
£11 million of the Fulham 
chairman’s money and the 
two most expensive players 
in the division combined 
for the 86th-mintrte goal 
which beat Preston. 

Barry Hay lee, a £2 mil- 
lion buy from Bristol 
Rovers, crossed fbr Cole- 
man, £2.1 million from 
Blackburn, to bead in at 
the far post. 

“1 have terrific strength 
in depth here,” Keegan 
said, “l have a squad of 28 
who could all perform in 
the First Division. Mr Al 
Fayed gave me a budget 
which I have stuck to, but if 
anyone becomes available 
this dob lain the fortunate 
position of being able to 
look at the situation 
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Fulham have won eight of 
their last 10 league games, 
while Preston remain in 
fourth spot 

Gillingham maintained 
the pressure on the leaders 
as Carl Asaba scored a hat- 
trick in their 4-0 win over 
Notts County, while 3WQ11- 
i wall leapfrogged Lnton 
with a 2-1 victory at Kenil- 
worth Road. The Luton de- 
fender Steve Davis scored 
his 10 th of the season, but 
goals from Nell Harris and 
Lucas Neill secured the 
points for the lions. 

Jermaine McSporran 
scored twice as Wycombe 
beat Lincoln 4-1 at Adams 
Park to leave the Imps 
rooted to the bottom of the 
table. Steve Brown and 
Dave Carroll also .scored, 
while Gavin Gordon got a 
consolation for the visitors. 

Bournemouth m ain - 
fcained their play-off posi- 
tion with a 1-0 win at 
Wrexham, while Manches- 
ter City slipped to 12th 
after a 2-1 defeat at York. 
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Third Division 

N igel Pearson’s first 
mattth as Cariisle's direc- 
tor of coaching ended with a 
2-0 .defeat at Plymouth, but 
not before a floodlight failure 
delayed the second half by 30 
minutes. Every other match 
had finished by the time Sean 
McCarthy scored the second 
goal to secure the points for 
Plymouth. 

Carlisle stay third from bot- 
tom after both teams below 
them lost Hull’s woes contin- 
ued with Swansea inflicting 
their eighth home defeat of 
the wagon, Richard Appleby 
and Steve Watkto scoring 
within five first-half minutes 
to secure a 2-0 victory- 
Scarborough's defeat came 
at Peterborough, where David 
Farrell scored his Club’s first, < 
in the 18 th minute, and then 
got sent off at the beginning of I 
the second half fbr a second 
bookable offence. By then the ! 
home side were two goals to 
the good and although 
Thomas Dabeisteen gave 
some hope to Scarborough 
with a 65 th-mlnute goal, the 
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match was over four minutes 
later, by which time Jason 
Lydia te had been sent off for 
the visitors and Leon McKen- 
zie had restored Posh's two- 
goal lead. 

Leyton Orient conceded two 
goals in the last five minutes at 
Barnet to turn a potential win 
intn defeat Goals bum Amara 
Simba and Matthew Beall had 
cancelled out Paul Wilson's 
first-half penalty for Barnet, 
but Mike Basham and Ken 
Cbarlery won the day for the 
Bees with their late strikes. 

Almost a third of Satur- 
day's goals were scored in the 
last 10 minutes of games, 
none coming later than Steve 
Howard’s injury-time strike 
for HartlepooL at home to 
Southend. 

Gustavo di Leila had given 
the home side the perfect 
start with a fifth-minute 
strike, but sandwiched be- 
tween Hartlepool’s pair were 
four away goals which sent 
the majority of the tiny crowd 

— the smallest in the league 

— home unhappy. 
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Premiership: Chelsea 2 Tottenham Hotspur 0 


Age does not weary Vialli as 


David 

Lacey 



T HE last player-man* 
ager to win a champi- 
onship at Chelsea 
was Kenny Dalglish, 
who scored the goal 
which in 1988 secured the 
first half of Liverpool's 
Double. 

On Saturday Glanluca 
Vialli, who would be the first 
of the breed to win the title 
for Chelsea, was asked how it 
felt to be top and replied that 
it was better than being 
bottom. 

Not only does Vialli share 
Dalglish's penchant for light- 
ning repartee he exudes more 
charm than the great commu- 
nicator and speaks more in- 
telligible English. But 
whether Chelsea become 
champions for only the 
second time will depend to 
some extent on how active a 
role on the field Vialli intends 
taking in the latter half of the 
season. 

Tm getting too old for 
this," be remarked after 
recalling himself to the attack 
for the 2-0 victory over Tot- 
tenham at Stamford Bridge 
on Saturday which took Chel- 
sea to the top of the table for 
the first time since ArmlstlCB 
Day in 1989, when the First 
Division was stOl three years 
away from becoming the Pre- 
mier League. Yet at 34 Vialli 
is a year younger than Dalg- 
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lish was when he led Liver- 
pool to the title on the same 
ground. 

Age Is clearly not going to 
be a problem for the Italian 
but on Saturday’s evidence he 
needs regular matches if he is 
to lead by example as the 
championship approaches its 
climax. It was only Vialli’s 
third Premiership appear- 
ance of the season (although 
he has played in five Cup 
Winners’ and Worthington 
Cup games) and at times it 
showed. 

Some of the touches were 
masterful, most noticeably 
when Vialli came deep to win 
possession and instigate 
movements with quick, accu- 
rate passes to the wings. But 
when extra pace was needed 
to shake off defenders or stay 
onside he looked sluggish, 
hence the murmurs of disap- 
proval from Chelsea support- 
ers when Gianfranco Zola, 
rather than Vialli, was or- 
dered to make way for Tore 
Andre Flo 20 minutes from 
the end. 

In fact the change was 
borne out by events, since 1 
Vialli set up Gustavo Poyet 
for the first of Chelsea's two 
late goals while Flo headed in 
the second, but as the season 
progresses the player-man- 
ager will surely find it more 
difficult to pick himself on an 
occasional Basis. Dalglish, in- 
cidentally, appeared in nine 
of Liverpool's last 11 games in 
1966. 

Clearly the loss of the in- 
jured Pierluigi Casiraghi has 
persuaded Vialli that he 
needs to make a bigger contri- 
bution on the playing side 
than was his intention at the 
start of the season. So long as 
Flo remains content with 
walk-on parts all well and 
good, but apart from injuries 
there ought not to be many 
reasons why Zola, given his 
present form, fails to stay on 
for 90 minutes. 

Vialli quoted an exhausting 
match at Old Trafford three 
nights earlier as the reason 
for Zola's premature depar- 
ture on Saturday. 

But up to that point the ur- 
chin's touches had been the 
saving grace of another of 
those scruffy London scuffles 
in which space is at a pre- 
mium and the hall suffers 
from claustrophobia. His 
skills were like finding gold 
coins in a ploughed Add, al- 
though Poyefs cool creative 
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influence again caught the 
eye. 

For the time being the rus- 
tic approach suits Tottenham 
and under George Graham 
they are still enjoying the 
novelty of hard work. Until 
Chelsea’s superior passing 
began to assert itself towards 
half-time Spurs' willingness 
to challenge for everything 
and track down opponents in 
possession promised them the 
point which was always going 
to be their most realistic aim. 


When V ialli, sent clear and 
onside by Zola In the 58th 
minute, wafted a rare chance 
over the crossbar the plot ap- 
peared to be working in Tot- 
tenham's favour. But within 
three minutes they had been 
reduced to 10 players by the 
dismissal of Chris Armstrong 
and thereafter the whole pic- 
ture changed. 

Graham does not have 
much luck with Graham Poll, 
the referee who a year earlier 
had sent off two of his Leeds 


team at Chelsea. By Poll's 
own strict standards he 
showed unaccustomed le- , 
niency towards some of Sat- 
urday’s confrontations, but 
Armstrong should still have 
known better than to clip the : 
heels of Albert Ferrer having 
previously been cautioned for 
tossing the ball away at a free- 
kick. 

The Spurs managw could 
hardly complain about the 
sending-off since only a week 
earlier the dismissal of Man- 


chester United's Gary Neville 
for two bookable offences had 
helped his team come from 2-0 
down to force a draw at White 
Hart Lane. So Graham con- 
tented himself with the rider 
that "what we don’t need is 
opposing players running 25 
yards to remonstrate with the 
referee when he’s already 
made up his mind ”. 

Presumably Graham was 
referring to Frank Leboeut 
who led the Chelsea delega- 
tion. it's ftinny but George 


bears a remarkable resem- 
blance to the former manager 
of another north London dub 
whose players wore red and 
from time to time would pur- 
sue referees with die single- 
minded determination of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police. . 

While Graham’s earlier ob- 
servation about the difficulty 
of scoring against 10 men still 
held good, Chelsea's passing 
game will always be hard to 
withstand once a side Is a 
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Flying high . . . the Chelsea player-manager takes a tumble under pressure from Tottenham’s Steve Carr as his team gets the better of a scrappy derby photograph: tom jbmqns 


piaster short Poyefs goal, a 
gentle ricochet off a post, pun- 
ished Spurs for allowing Ce- 
lestine Babayaro’s centre to 
reach Vialli and Flo's header 
rewarded Dan Fetrescu's de- 
termination in keeping the 
ball In play before centring. 

Chelsea have now won or 
saved at least six league 
matches with goals scored in 
the last 10 minutes. A simi- 
larly strong finish to the sea- 
son and die title may yet be 
theirs. 
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Nottingham Forest 2 Blackburn Rovers£* : > ; . . >• 

Blake bags brace as he 
tries to avoid hat-trick 


West Ham United 2 Everton 1 


West Ham refuse to offer any gifts 


Adam SIDs 

HJHEN it comes to rele- 
Ulw sa tion matters, Na- 
W W than Blake and Dave 
Bassett go back a long way. 
The two experienced the drop 
when Blake's Bassett-man- 
aged Sheffield United side fell 
out of the Premiership in 
1994. 

The Blackburn striker's 
brace on Saturday did his old 
friend no favours as Rovers 
dumped Forest on the bottom 
of the Premiership for the 
first time this season. Bassett 
will need all his know-how to 
resolve his latest crisis. 

"Not a lot of people come 
back from that experience,” 
Blake said about that first 
taste of relegation- The Welsh 
international did, though, 
with Bolton, only to suffer the 
bitter pain of the drop once 
again on the final day of last 
season. Rovers paid £4 mil- 
lion for him in October and 
Blake does not want to com- 
plete an unsavoury hat-trick. 

*T haven't had any thoughts 
about relegation this season.” 
he said, having secured a 


point for Rovers which still 
leaves them languishing in 
the bottom three. “We can get 
out of this. We are just think- 
ing about picking up as many 
points as possible." 

Saturday's reward was 
folly deserved for the en- 
deavour Blackburn showed in 
clawing back a 2-0 deficit 
The manager Brian Kidd has 
a three-game unbeaten run 
under hi« belt and the only 
way for Rovers, surely, is up. 

Kidd resembled a Jack-in- 
the-box with his leaps from the 
bench to feverishly gesture . 
and bellow orders from the 
touchline. The other Jack, the 
owner and benefactor Jarir 
Walker, will happily reward 
his manager's enthusiasm 
with an open chequebook. 

Rovers have been linked 
with the Coventry defender 
Gary Breen and Leicester’s 
midfielder Nell Lennon. If 
Ashley Ward arrives from 
Barnsley the cut-price depar- 
ture of Kevin Davies could 
follow, though Kidd knows he 
will not be forced to sell and 
has access to Walker's crisp 
notes when he wants them. 

"If players are available 


Coventry City 1 Derby County 1 


Smith’s subs bear fruit 


Petar White 

J IM SMITH is affection- 
ately known as the 
Bald Eagle, but what he 
may lack in hair on his 
head, he more than makes 
up for with bis wealth of 
knowledge inside it 
Perhaps Smith, the Derby 
m anag er, could be forgiven 
if one day he opts to con- 
duct matters wearing a wig 
and gown, for when he Is In 
a spot of bother he invari- 
ably turns to the bench for 
a positive verdict. 

The substitutes’ bench 
again proved his salvation 
at wigtififtid Road, when 
two half-time changes 
played a significant part in 
Derby clawing their way 
Hank to e&m a draw. 

Lee Carsley. one of those 
Introduced at the Interval, 
needed only five minutes to 
cancel out Coventry’s lead, 
which had been acquired, 
early in the game courtesy | 


of Noel Whelan’s close- 
range strike. 

After the game. Smith left 
his young assistant Steve 
McLaren to explain the 
transformation in Derby’s 
fortunes after they had 
been outplayed for most of i 
the opening period. 

McLaren said: “There is 
no substitute for the experi- 
ence Jim has picked up 
over the years. I am 37, and 
still learning. 1 do not be- 
lieve I could yet go Into a 
club as manager as do the 
things he does, like malm 
astute changes while a 
game is in progress.” 

Smith’s half-time nhangoc 
— Carsley for Dean Stur- 
ridge and Steve Elliott for 
Kevin Harper —might have 
been in vain if Coventry 
had converted their overall 
Superiority in foe opening 
45 minutes into more goal- 
scoring opportunities. But 
the home tide were not 
helped by a string of Incon- 
sistencies by the Sheffield 


referee Uriah Rennie. 

Three penalty appeals 
which on another day 
might have been upheld 
were all firmly rejected by 
Rennie, who also annoyed 
both teams with his erratic 
Interpretation of yellow- 
card offences. 

Strachan and his troops 
bad every right to feel ag- 
grieved shortly after Cars- 
ley’s equaliser when the 
Derby defender Elliott's 
penalty-area challenge on 
Darren Huckerby should 
have sent the striker 
sprawling. Credit to Huck- 
erby who some how man- 
aged to keep his feet. 

Rennie appeared in the i 
act of pointing to the penal- 
ty spot, but having seen the 
players' recovery, he 
Changed his mind and 
allowed play to continue. 
Huckerby indeed paid the 
penalty for his honesty, 
and with that went the 
chance of Coventry secur- 
ing a much-needed victory. 


Russell Thomas 


that can strengthen the squad 
and give us an extra option, I 
am sure Mr Walker will listen 
sympathetically to me," Kidd 
said after seeing Keith Gilles- 
pie and Brian McClair make 
their respective debuts on 
pitch and bench. 

Gillespie's introduction 
was overshadowed by the ref- 
eree Stephen Lodge who did 
his best to upset the game and 
the Rovers bench with a ka- 
mikaze approach to whistle- 
blowing. His generous view of 
a challenge by Jesper Matts- 
son on Blake which should 
have seen the Swede uprooted 
from the pitch, came soon 
after Dougie Freedman had 
doubled Forest's first-half 
advantage. 

He added a tap-in to Steve 
Chettle’s hotly disputed pen- 
alty and should have made It 
3-0 immediately after the in- 
terval when he shot wide with 
only John Fflan m the Black- 
burn goal to beat 

Blake took advantage and 
his double left Forest without 
a win in 15 league games 
since August and left Bassett 
with that sinking feeling once 
a gain 


R IO FERDINAND will 
not be an expensive 
Christmas present to 
Liverpool, Manches- 
ter United or any other rich 
suitor. But next year who 
knows, even if it is an equal 
certainty West Ham’s prodi- 
gious defender will not be 
leaving in any bargain-base- 
ment sales. 

If Harry Redknapp had his 
way, Ferdinand would never 
leave Upton Park. But Red- 
knapp, like so many other 
managers in these financially 
driven days, does not always 


have his way. So the manager 
can do little but the next best 
thing; talk up the price even 
without mentioning any 
figures. 

Redknapp conceded after 
his slightly fortunate win 
over Everton that his central- 
defender’s departure was al- i 
most Inevitable. His eulogy to 
the 20-year-old player which 
preceded this admission was 
unquestionably sincere. And. 
if interpreted as a sales pitch, 
it was mightily impressive. 

Asked whether a clnb like 
West Ham can keep hold of 
such a talent, Redknapp 
answered: “Nowadays, it is 
not realistic to think so. It’s 


very difficult. All we can do at 
West Ham is to show him that 
we are ambitious as welL” 

In that case, Redknapp will 
have readily noted Ferdi- 
nand's comment early in the 
day that the dub "is on the 
verge of big things". The big- 
gest thing that Fer dinand can 
probably enjoy this season is 
an FA Cup winners's medal 
and a -place in a revamped 
Uefe Cup next year. That 
would, provide a European 
stage for what Redknapp. in 
short, calls “a frightening 
talent". 

West Bam are again bub- 
bling nicely, but Redknapp 
believes it will be difficult to 


break into England's stron- 
gest four. 

Everton’s manager Walter 
Smith strayed on the gener- 
ous side, having “no excuses 
about toe result even if we 
had a few players missing”. 
In addition to injuries and 
suspensions, flu deprived him 
of Ibrahima Bakayoko and, 
until the last 16 minutes, 
John Collins. The freak of 
Marc Keller’s mishit cross 
and a fortuitous. If brave, 
bouncing header by Trevor 
Sinclair prevented Everton 
continuing their mini-revival. 

In a game that raised further 
questions about the efficiency 
of Premiership defences, even 


Southampton 3. Wimbledon 1 


Unkind cut poops Le Tissier party 


PatSymes 

M ATTHEW Le Tissier 
inspired Southamp- 
ton’s climb off the foot 
of the Premiership, but his 
relief was short-lived after he 
was hit with a glass in a 
nightclub on Saturday night 
The 30-year-old was left 
with a head wound after trou- 
ble flared In Chicago Rock in 
Southampton where Le Tis- 
sier was celebrating the 3-1 
victory over Wimbledon. 

Le Tissier, the joint owner 
of the Celebration .Plaza 
nightclub, has made a com- 
plaint to police. 

Earlier in the day South- 
ampton had been fighting for 
their lives. Joe Klrmear had 
warned his Wimbledon play- 
ers that the Saints would be 
more dangerous than Liver- 
pool last Sunday, but his 
words were lost in a perfor- 
mance of uncharacteristic 
lethargy. 

Kinnear was at a loss to ex- 
plain why his players had 
foiled to counter Southamp- 
ton's direct attacking ap- 
proach which would have 
done credit to the Dons’ phi- 
losophy of old as they claimed 


Match stats 


Possession 51' 

Attempts on target 13 
Attempts off target 5 
Comens 7 

Fouls 12 

Offsides 0 

Bookings 1 


Sou Who 

51% 49% 


only their third win of the 
season. 

Southampton’s first goal 
was straight out of the Wim- 
bledon manual: a long kick by 
the goalkeeper, flicked on by 
a giant forward, James Heat- 
tie, and finished at pace by 
Egil Ostenstad. 

The Southampton manager 
Dave Jones said: “We outdid 
Wimbledon in the Wimbledon 
way. In our position it doesn't 
matter how we get the goals.” 

Southampton's three took 
their total for the season to a 
paltry IS in 18 matches but if : 
Neil Sullivan was Wimble- 
don’s man of the match for a 
succession of excellent saves 
— Southampton also hit the 
woodwork three times — 
Beattie’s old-style aggression j 
was a key factor in the win. 

Eyebrows were raised 
when Jones paid Blackburn 
Cl million, for the striker as a 
by-product of the Kevin 
Davies transfer. It was easy 
on Saturday to see the 
attraction. 

Beattie is only 20 and has 
scored one goal in his short 
career hut he may yet provide 
an answer to the shortage 
which Is threatening to end 
Southampton’s 20-year tenure 
in the top flight. Jones said he 
bad looked at 15 strikers be- 
neath and beyond the Pre- 
miership without finding a 
credible or affordable answer. 

Ostenstad and the Moroc- 
can midfielder Hassan Kach- 
loul scored Southampton’s 
other goals and Marcus 
Gayle's late goal for Wimble- 
don was very much a consola- 
tion effort. 
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Aerial power . . . Carlton Palmer outjumps Neal Ardley of 
Wimbledon during Southampton’s Important win 


Ferdinand’s extensive attri- 
butes could not prevent a de- 
served goal for Danny Cadar 
marteri and equally the 
towering Marco Materazzi. al- 
most contemptuous in his con- 
trol of John Hartson and Ian 
Wright, could not plug every 
gap in Everton’s defence. 

• Ian Kilbride, a Cape Town 
investment banker, and his 
English-based father Bill 
could be planning to bid for 
Peter Johnson’s controlling 
stake in Everton, the Sunday 
Independent of Johannesburg 
reported. "We have been in- 
volved with Everton for a 
long time as a family,” Kil- 
bride said. 


Platt shows his 
drawing power 
againstMiian 

D AVID PLATT had Ariel 
Ortega to thank as his 
career in charge of Samp- 
doria started with a 2-2 
draw against Milan in Ita- 
ly's Serie A, where Platt 
spent four seasons as a 
player. 

The Argentinian struck a 
late free-kick to equalise 
Oliver BierhofiPs 8 Oth- min- 
ute header which had 
threatened to spoil Platt’s 
return to the Stadio Luigi 
Ferraris. 

Platt was given a routing 
reception by the home fens 
but was forced to watch 
from the stand and beep in 
radio contact with his No. 2 
Giorgio Veneri as he is still 
awaiting a full Italian 
coaching licence. He saw 
his team fell a goal behind 
when Leonardo scored 
after a mix-up in the Samp- 
dorla defence. Francesco 
Palmier! levelled the score* 
softer 53 minutes. 

“We had prepared this 
match so well that there 
was Uttle to say about it.” 
Veneri said. “1 only spoke 
to Platt twice.” 

Milan’s Zvonlmir Bo ban 
was sent off in the final 
minutes of the game. 

Fiorentlna, for whom Ga- 
briel Batisttxa scored yet 
again, failed to exploit Mi- 
lan's sllp-up as Japan’s Hl- 
detoshi Nakata converted a 
penalty five minutes into 
Injury-time to help Perugia 
hold the league leaders to a 
2-2 draw, 

Filippo Inzaghl scored a 
hat-trick as Juventus beat 
Salernitans 3-0. their first 
league win this month. 
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Controlling force . . . Liverpool’s captain Paul luce joggles the ball while Wednesday’s Andy Booth gives chase photograph: cuvebrunskiu. 

Premiership: Liverpool 2 Sheffield Wednesday 0 . 

Liverpool labour the point despite 
best efforts of Berger and Owen 


Ian Ross sees Houllier’s less-tharvperfect team emerge 
from their worst patch of form in 40 years with a home victory 


W HEN a team are 
one defeat away 
from alienating 
their most blin- 
kered loyalists all they can 
ask for Lsa level playing Held, 
a fair wind and, most cru- 
cially, accommodating 
opponents. 

While it would be stretch- 
ing a point to suggest that 
Sheffield Wednesday had 
begun to unfhrl the white flag 
before their arrival at An- 
nelid, only fleetingly did they 
toy with the idea of deepening 
Liverpool's mid-season crisis. 
It was an opportunity cal- 
lously missed. 

With their hosts marooned 
in their worst patch of form 
for more than four decades 
the assumption was that 
Wednesday would give it a 
real go at the very least, if 
only because the events of the 
last few months have con- 


spired to prove that Liverpool 
are vulnerable when standing 
toe-to-toe with players of 

Anthiigtagm. 

Sadly, too much was ex- 
pected of the South Yorkshire 
dub for it was only after they 
had shipped the two goals 
which always seemed likely 
tq decide the outcome that 
they shaped as if to confirm 
their own emergence from 
the Premiership’s trauma 
ward. 

“They got their goals at a 
point when I thought we had 
weathered the storm.” said 
Wednesday’s manager Danny 
Wilson. "We really needed to 
score a goal during the period 
when we had most of the pos- 
session, but it just wouldn't 
come." 

Actually it would not have 
come had the game been ex- 
tended until Boxing Day for 
despite the tireless running 


and s ublim e touches of Benito 
Carbone, Wednesday's at- 
tempts to rip a hole in Liver- 
pool’s tissue-paper defence 
fell only fractionally short of 
hftmg embar r assing . 

T am particularly happy 
with the second half because 
we managed to keep a clean 
sheet and that doesn’t happen 
very often these days," said 
Liverpool's manager G6rard 
Houllier with the look of a 
man who had just taken the 
first faltering step on a jour- 
ney that threatens to be an 
extremely long one. 

The accusation that Houl- 
lier's players neither care nor 
try is palpahly false for their 
work-rate was again beyond 
reproach. But this Liverpool 
team are ordinary, decidedly 
so, and it will take a combina- 
tion of firm leadership and 
huge bundles of cash if the 
slackers and mercenaries are 


i to be flushed out and replaced 
I not simply by better players, 
but by better players who can 
boast much more laudable 
ideals. 

“We are not perfect;' we 
know that" said Houllier. 
HouHler’s main problem is 
the transparently imperfect 
form of Robbie Fowler whose 
recovery from a career- 
threatening knee injury has 
now slowed to a crawL 
The only way to restore the 
young England forward to full 
match fitness is to play him , 
of course, but he is so lacking 
in every department right 
now that it really is proving 
to be a painful exercise. 


Match stats 


Possession 531 

Attempts on target 7 
Attempts off target 12 
Corners 4 

Fouls 10 

Offsides 1 

Bookings 2 


Uv Wed 

53% 47% 


The solution to the problem 
is likely to come in the form 
of the aforementioned firm 
leadership for if Fowler 
should display McManaman- 
esque reluctance to accept the 
offer of a new contract Houl- 
lier will probably seek to sell 
him before the season is over. 

While he never looked like 
scoring Fowler did actually 
have a foot in both of Liver- 
pool’s goals, steering into tbe 
path of Parick Berger after 19 
minutes and then beginning 
the move which ended with 
Michael Owen’s close-range 
drive 15 minutes later. 

It was not until after the in- 
terval that Liverpool came to 
appreciate that the game was 
still theirs to throw away. 

By way of laborious mid- 
field movement and a series 
of reckless clearances they 
applied themselves diligently 
to tbe task of dismantling 
what it was they had built In 
the first balf. 

True to form they tried to 
toss it all away, but this time 
it was beyond them. 


Wiseman on way 
out, claims Kelly 


Newcastle United 1 Leicester 0 


G raham kelly be- 
lieves Keith Wise- , 
man's days as the 
Football Association chair- ; 
man are numbered. 

Kelly resigned as the FA’s : 
chief executive last week j 
after the executive commit- < 
tee criticised the pair’s decL | 
sion to grant the FA of 
Wales £&2 million in return 
for their support in Wise- 
man'S attempt to become 
Britain’s Fife vice-president. 

Wiseman refused to go, 
even though the executive 
committee passed a unani- 
mous vote of no confidence 
in him because of the cash- 
for-votes affair. Wiseman 
claims it is up to the fall FA 
council to decide his fate 
when it meets on January 4. 

Kelly does not think 
Wiseman will survive, even 
though he Is adamant they 
were both acting in the best 
interests of the FA and the 
campaign to stage the 200s 
World Cup. . .. 

~Hte prospects are being 
painted fairly bleakly, but 
then they would be because 
the climate at the moment 
is, let’s move on quickly 
and put all this unpleasant- 
ness behind ns." Kelly told 
BBC Radio s Live yester- 
day. “If the council takes 
that line and back the exec- 
utive committee, then 


Keith has very little chance 
of staying on as chairman." 

Kelly was also adamant 
that the grant did not con- 
stitute a bribe. “A bribe to 
me is somebody slipping 
something Into somebody's 
back pocket and then they 
go away and stash it in the 
Bahamas," he said. 

Wiseman echoed that 
view, saying: “I don’t see it 
as remotely being a bribe — 
a bribe to me is where a 
payment is made for per- 
sonal gain, not where It 
funds boys at school play- 
ing footbalL" 

He claimed leading fig- 
ures In the game had 
wanted Kelly out. “Several 
people had been after Gra- 
ham for some time. I'm not 
going to name names but 
various indlvlduals- 
. * . wanted someone in 
place prepared to act as 
they wanted.” 

As for h i m s e lf. Wiseman 
insists he has done nothing 
wrong and is determined to 

clear Us name. He said: “I 
was acting In the FA’s best 
Interests and following ac- 
cepted business prac- 
tice . . . the process fol- 
lowed to remove me was 
unbonstitutionaL The fail 
FA council is the only body 
that has the right to remove 
the chairman.” 


Hero of the hour Barton 
does a mighty fine job 


Michael Walker on why the full-back 
home fans jeer is tolerated by Ruud Gullit 


T HE Manic Street 

Preachers played in 
Newcastle last week and 
during a comically drab after- 
noon at St James’ Park it was 
bard not to think that tbe 
angry Welshmen had com- 
posed if Yon Tolerate This 
Then Your Children Will Be 
Next specifically with this 
game in mind. This match 
was so bad Warren Barton 
was named man of it 
Then again. Warren Dean 
Barton is a peculiar case. 
Bought by Kevin Keegan 3% 
seasons ago for the stiH aston- 
ishing sum of ft! fi millio n. 
Barton has gone from being a 
coveted Wimbledon right- 
back to a laughed-at Newcas- 
tle left-back. So enthusiastic 
are the ironic cheers from 
home fens every time Barton 
weighs in with even a milli- 
gram of sMU, it has become 


If you tolerate that then you 
are either very well paid or 
have no options. Both proba- 
bly refer to Barton, who has 
seen Keegan and Kenny Dalg- 
lish depart and who is now 


prospering under Ruud Gul- 
lit, to the extent that Gullit 
said after the game: “Every 
club needs a Warren Barton.” 

It would have been difficult 
for Gullit to keep a straight 
face while saying something 
like that, and be didn't. Gullit 
admitted Barton “has no left 
foot” but justified his inclu- 
sion on that side of the de- 
fence because "be holds good 
positions" and his inclusion 
In the team because Barton 
“is important in the locker- 
room. He is a good character, 
good for the atmosphere. He 
does little jobs like making 
sure everybody pays their 
fines. He’s our Sheriff of 
Nottingham.” 

In that case Barton should 
ensure Andreas Andersson 
pays heavily. It would be in- 
teresting to hear what An- 
dersson's contribution to 
tpnm morale is. Maybe he 
brings shampoo and condi- 
tioner. He certainly brings 
nothing to a football pitch, ex- 
cept the expletives that follow 
him from the terraces. To call 
Andersson a big girl’s blouse 


would be to invite writs from 
big girls everywhere — not to 
mention their blouses. 

Alan Shearer, who came on 
for the last 35 minutes, stares 
at tbe Swede as if the two 
were in a bad marriage. They 
are. Yet Gullit continues to 
pick Andersson and could 
point to him having a foot in 

Newcastle's goal This was 
only partly true. Andersson's 
intended pass was intercepted 
and the loose ball was stroked 
in by Stephen Glass after 66 
minutes. 

That was enough to beat a 
hugely disappointing Leices- 
ter City. When addressing the 
press afterwards, Martin 
O'Neill stared through them 
as though reporting back 
from some grisly ambush in a 
Vietnam jungle. “I am sorry,” 
he said, shell-shocked. “We 
were poor, we had no energy. 
Newcastle deserved to win.” 

O'Neill attributed Leices- 
ter’s lethargy to Neil Lennon 
and Muzzy Izzet suffering 
from flu. Both played, how- 
ever, a sign of O'Neill’s 
resources. Another flu victim, 
Duncan Ferguson, did not 
But the records will show he 
was not missed. And the 
reason? “Warren Barton, cen- 
tre partin' la la la la la.” 






















Arsenal are scoring goals 
again, eight of them in three 
matches if one counts the 3-1 
victory over Panathinaikos 
which added a defiant post- 
script to their disappointing 
Champions League campaign. 
But other, less attractive hab- 
its, still dog their football and 
yesterday GiQes Grimandi be- 
came the fifth Arsenal player 
to be sent off this season. 

The French defender, who 
had only come off the bench 
in the 72nd minute, was dis- 
missed by Paul Durkin in the 
85th for a mild head-butt on 
Alan Smith, the 18-year-old 
Leeds striker wbo bad just 
replaced Danny Granville. 
Mild or not a butt is a butt 
and Grimandi had to go. 

The Arsenal manager. Ar- 
sine Wenger, claimed Gri- 
mandi had been fouled two or 
three times. “The guy 
stamped on him." he said. 
“Grimandi made a head 
movement towards him but 
didn't touch him." Neverthe- 
less, television proved contact 
had been made. 

Certainly Smith pushed the 
Arsenal player to the ground 
but Grimandi still over- 
reacted and. coming less than 
a week after Patrick Vieira 
was fined £20.000 by the Foot- 
ball Association for an ob- 
scene gesture to the crowd at 
Hillsborough, was hardly a 
masterpiece of timing. 

After the final whistle Em- 
manuel Petit angrily brushed 
aside prof erred handshakes 


Martin Thorpe sees a buoyant Middlesbrough confirm their recent revival and add to Alex Ferguson’s woes with a 3-2 win at Old Trafford 


Robson offers United a window to the future 
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How Hie United and Mfddtastoreugtt 
centre-halves compare 


A FEW weeks ago Man- 
chester United fens 
were worrying that 
the club would rue 
the day they released the man 
regarded as Alex Ferguson's 
natural successor. 

On Saturday, with Brian 
Kidd at Blackburn and Fergu- 
son absent because of a fam- 
ily bereavement, supporters 
and directors alike were of- 
fered a timely glimpse of what 
the future might look like 
without the men b ehind the 
club’s colossal successes. As 
United went 3-0 down at 
home after 59 minutes, it was 
a chilling vision. 

However, Middlesbrough's 
first win at Old Trafford since , 
1930 also offered an altema- . 
tive glimpse of a post-Fergu- 
son United. So Impressive are 
Boro now that it becomes eas- 
ier by the day to see Bryan 
Robson returning to manag e 
the dub he served with in- 
jury-prone distinction for IS 
years. 

Eleven Premiership games 
unbeaten have lifted Boro to i 
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fourth. United, meanwhile, 
have won only one of their 
last nine Premiership games, 
last kept a dean sheet an No- 
vember 8 and have conceded 
23 goals — compared to 27 in 
all league games last season. 

Statistics like these point to 
one area, and sore enough 
collective defensive failings 
race again cost United the 
chance to go top of the table. 
Jaap Stain was missing in. 
jured, but even with him the 
fundamental problem 
re main s. 

The rock-solid years of tele- 
pathic understanding 
between Steve Bruce and 
Gary Palllster have been . 
replaced by the suicidal un- 
certainty of a fluctuating cen- , 
tral defensive partnership 
comprising Stam and AN: 
Other. Ferguson must surely 
settle on a central pair and 
gfve them time to develop an 
understanding, or buy some- 
one better to partner Stam. 

Pahister’s dominant perfor- 
mance on his first return to 
Old Trafford since joining. 


Boro in the summer only 
reinforced the view that he 

was sold a year too soon. 

The person who adds to 
United’s defensive uncer- 
tainty is the goalkeeper, i 
Someone, somewhere seems i 
to have made a subtle switch, i 
for the man between the 
United sticks is surely not 
Peter Schmelchel but a less- 
talented twin. 

The big Dane was once 
renowned for his presence. 
Now it his presents. Take 
Boro’s first goal: when Gary 
Neville carelessly waved 
through the impressive Dean | 
Gordon’s cross, Schmelchel , 
fatally stayed on his line, I 


Match stats 


Possession 56' 

Attempts on target 7 
Attempts off target 8 
Comers 14 

Fouls 11 

Offsides 0 

Bookings 1 


KanU Boro 

56% 44% 
7 6 


allowing Brian Deane to set 
up Hamilton Rlcard to score. 

Boro’s football did not offer 
much famtasy, especially 
without tine suspended Paul 
Gascoigne. Basically they 
played simple balls up to 
Rlcard and Deane, and 
allowed foe big but mobile 
pair to create havoc on the 
ground and in the air. 

The team is hard-working, 
strong, experienced, well-or- 
ganised and. given their 
recent runt, increasingly con- 
fident Roljson rated this per- 
formance the best in his 4ft 
years In chiarge. , 

Goal No. 2 followed a poor 
headed clearance by the cen- 
tral defender Ronnie Johnsen 
which the unmarked Gordon 
rifled home from 20 yards. 
Then, for No. 3, Rlcard 
pounced o^i an awful pass by 
Johnsen and fed Deane, who 
shrugged off a powder-puff 
challenge from PhQ Neville to 
score. i 

The main in charge of 
United, Jinr. Ryan, was a few 
weeks ago the reserve-team , 


coach. Now here he stood in 
his first senior game as No. l, 
eager to show why he should 
be made Kidd’s successor, 
and they were 3-0 down. 

To United's credit, they did 
storm back. Nicky Butt 
scored within three minutes 
with a header, then on 69 min- 
utes the substitute Paul 
Scholes added another after 
finishing off a move he began. 

Coming into this game 
United had suffered four bad 
draws in a row — five If you 
count being handed Inter- 
nazionale in the Champions 
League quarter-finals. But 
they would have settled for 
another one now. 

However, Andy Cole missed 
a sitter and the three-goal def- 
icit proved too much. As a 
result United lost their un- 
beaten home record and Ber- 
nie Slavic will today lose his 
trousers after the former 
Boro striker promised to bare 
all in a local shop window If 
the team won. Fergie proba- Danish bine . . . a deflated 
bly wishes he could get to the Peter Schmelchel rues 
bottom of things so easily. Boro's second goal 
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